-3.

. The Canadian delegation wishes 10 express its satistaction at iran's
having twice in 1980 agreed to receive the Spacial Repressntative of the
Commission on Human Rights. We continue, nevertheless, to be concerned
over repons of repeated violations of fundamental rights, such as the right to life,
and of reports concerning the treatment of religious mincrities contrary to
recognized international standards. The Canadian delegation hopes that lran
ana s peopie will continue to cooperate with the Commission representatives.

' During the past year, we have received encouraging reports about
improvements In the conditions under which cenain members of minority
communities in Syria are being detained. |

At the same time, we continue to receive disturbing allegations
about human rights violations in Srna. especially with regard to judicial
procedure. We hore that Syria will take the measures necessary to clearty
demonstrate its belief in Intemational human rights conventions.

We weicome the significant progress In the USSR with respect to
fundamental human rights and freedoms and the rule of law ~ but concems
remain.

_ Canadlans wemled by the unwarranted miliiary vicience
against the people and dem cally-elected governments of Lithuania and
Latvia. Such repressive behaviour is at odds with the Soviet commitment to
Perestroika and Glasnest

Caneda recognizes the De Jure existence of Lithuania, Latvia and
Estonia and has never recognized thelr forcible annexation in the USSR. We
fully support the rights of the psopies of each Baltic State to freely determinae their
own future. We urge the Soviet Governmaent to gseek negotiated solutions
consistent with the legitimate aspirations of the Baitic States.

We were encouraged by assurances that the tragic events in
Vilnius and Riga would be investigated, that viclence was not gart of Soviet
Qovernment plang, and that dlaloq_‘ue with Baltic leaders would be recpensd.
Actlons speax louder than words, however. Negotiations In good faith shoutd

begin as soon as possible.

Canada Is deeply disturbed by the gress and systematic human
rights violations that have occurred In Myanmar. Reports of torture and arpitrary
arrests have not abated.

The detentions and amrests of the leadership of the majority party In
Myanmar's pariament, the undue restrictions imposed upon all political parties,
as well as the actions taken against Buddhist organizaticns invotved In last Lgsa.r‘a
protests, are In blatam cisregard of the Universal Declaration of Human Rig

Building of democratic Institutions depends crucially on the
_ protection of human rights.
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