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Washington, March 28, 1996

The Honourable Warren.christopher
Secretary of State of the
,United States of America

Sir:

1 have the honor to refer ta discussions that
have taken place between representatives of our two
Governments regarding future cooperation between Canada
and the United States iii the aerospace defense of Nlorth
Amnerica through participation in the North American
Aeroupace Defense Command (NORAD). Our Governiments
remain convinced that uuch cooperation, conducted within
the framework of the North Atlantic Treaty remains vital
ta their mutual security, compatible with their national
interesta, and an important element of their contribution
to the overali security of the NATO area.

In the years since the NORAD Agreement waa f irst
concluded on 12 May 1958, NORAD has evolved ta address
the continuing changes in the charactèr of strategic
weapona and in the nature of the threat they have posed
te North America. With the end cf the Cold War, we have
witnessed dramatic changes in the geostrategic
environment which have aignificantly shifted the f ocus cf
North Alerican aerospace defenue. The traditional Cold
War thx'eat has altered, bath in terme of the nations or
groupa that might choose ta challenge North American
security, and the veaponu that could be employed.

Strategic arma reductian treaties and other arma
control. initiatives hold the promise of deep cuts in
strategic ballistic missile nucîsar forces. Ea*mver,
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