
Services began to foster it,

There are now rifty fuUy organized corps in all parts of Canada

with a membership of nore than 7,500 boys between the ages of 15 and

17J. Thirty more corps are in the process of organization. 'r

next June it is expected that membership will have grown to 10,000.

By next summer it will be 15eOOO. Some of the Navyls best officers

and ratings have received training in this organization. Cadet

experience has shortened the time necessary to train Navy rec se

More than 4,000 former Sea Cadets have joined either the Navy 'or

Merchant Marine since the outbreak of the war. His Majesty the

King has recently consented to become Admiral of the Sea

Cadets.

1907 19

The Canadian Navy came into being in 1910, with the transfer

of two antiquated cruisers from the Royal Navy. During the

years after Confederation, the attitude of the newly-formed

country toward the whole question of naval defence had been

negative. Canada was coneerned *Ith other things with buil-

ding raîlroade acrosa her great expanse.of"country, with opening

up the prairieso developing her infant industries.

British sea-power was supreme, The British Navy protected the

trade routes of the world, for most of the trade routea led to

British Colonies.

At the Colonial Conference of 190t. the Canadian dnegates wouM

zot odnoider either a Navy for Camda or-Ganad4au contributions

to, the Britýeh Navy, in ahips or in money.

But in enmdzkg yeate, whez.- the graat.Germ= sUpbuilding prog=

aee»d to threaten British suprem4cy.&rloat$ t'hé,

began to thb* of Naval defence:0 la U&mhj. 1",# a Vmeral retelutîm

wae moved In the Canadian Houe@ of Comama to approve en *,xpm-

(11tuwe, for a Canadian'gaval Service tý .operate elotely


