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Teniente Investments.
Over the past 10 years El Teniente bas invested approximately US$ 1.1 billion in technolo-gical

improvements, allowing the Division to adequately face important problemrs such as the change in roq~
composition, the reduction in minerai grade, and ecologically acceptable tailings disposai. I addition, it has

introduced new technologies that have increased productivity and decreased costs, which have even beer'

applied li other Divisions of Codelco, in Enamid, and abroad, like the Modified Converter technology being

used in Zambia with the technical assistance of professionals from the Division.

Modernization of the Caletones smelter started in 1985 with the application of the Modified Convertet

technology mentioned above, refining with fire in tilting furnaces, the injection of dry concentrate ir

converters mnd others such as anode casting, implementeci in 1988, and important investments.in environ-

mental control that shoulci be completeci i 1992 with the installation of a new 1500 tpdl production suif uric

acid plant.
lI 1985 the first industrial plant for solvent extraction starteci operatig with a capacity of 9,000 tonc

of cathodes per year, which can be expandeci to 12,000 tpy. There are plans to inîtiate the construction of a

new plant in Sewell with a capacity of 8,000 tpy of cathodes. This kinci of process makes it possible to reducE

operating costs to US$ 13.5 per pounci of copper, compareci to US$ 41.5 i traditional mining; in both cases,

this does not include depreciation of facilities andi equipment.

During 1990 the Dlvision's total ivestments were US$ 137.5 million or 42% of the Corporation's tota'

investments. These finLancial resources were directed to the Division's current development programn, whid

plans to increase productive capacity to 383.000 tpy and to develop exploitation fronts for the next 15 years

This program was origmnateci i 1988, with two basic objectives: the expansion of both the smeltinî

capacity and the m-inerai processing capacity.

Teniente Expansion of the Smelting Capacity.

According to the Development Plan of the El Teniente Division, this project will increase thi

processing capacity of concentrates at the Caletones smelter.


