observers believe that regional arms control or arms
reduction measures negotiated among the parties
involved would be the most promising course of action.
For example, the negotiation of a ban on ballistic missile
flight tests is a potential method to curb proliferation.

More limited measures aimed at improving mutual
confidence are also being explored. These include, inter
alia, the sharing of data; notification of planned test
flights; access to technical expertise and systems relating
to false alarms and detection of missile launches; and,
inspection visits. !7

CONCLUSION

The seriousness of the problem of ballistic missile
proliferation lies not only in the fact that ballistic missiles
can be used with weapons capable of causing great
destruction, but also because many of the states acquiring
them are deeply involved in political and military tensions
and rivalries with other states.

The need to address the missile proliferation problem
has already brought to the fore an initiative to limit their
spread. While an important first step, the Missile
Technology Control Regime as it stands today may not
be sufficient to effectively address the situation. Other
options must be explored and implemented if the dangers
associated with ballistic missile proliferation are to be
lessened and reversed. Needless to say, much work
remains to be done, particularly since the root of the
problem lies in the many sources of regional competition,
rivalry and conflict.
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