EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

with the parents of the would-be candidates for
Provincial Examination, she may be able to
persuade them of the disadvantages under which
high school students labor in a miscellaneous
school, and induce them to make use of their
County Academy, thus gaining a bloodless
victory. ,. ;

But in many sections there are parents who
are ambitious for their children, but to whom the
expenses of sending them to a town school
would be too great a burden. With these the
teacher could perhaps ‘agree, for a reasonable
remuneration, to give their children an hour of
private instruction each night after school,” and
let them get along with as little help as possible
while the regular school work was in progress.
For this, ‘'she would possibly be considered
mercenary, and be compared to ‘her disadvantage
with her predecessor, who ‘‘stayed hours after
school all through the term and never dreamed
of making any charges.” But the giving of
something for nothing is contrary to the laws
of Nature, always was bad economics, and is no
longer considered advisable even by dispensers
of charity. '

It may be thought, and quite rightly, that the
trustees should take more responsibility in
limiting the number of grades in their school.
But trustees in rural sections are, as'a rule,
busy men, and so long as the teacher can main-
tain discipline, are not likely to concern them-
selves deeply over the grading. However, when
their attention is called to the matter by a
teacher who is tactful and reasonable, they can
usually be depended upon to uphold her in her
efforts to secure the greatest good to ‘the greatest
number.

In case the teacher succeeds in materially

‘reducing the amount of high school work in her 3

school, she will likely again, suffer in comparison
with those who have preceded her, for in many
rural sections a teacher’s professional standing
is still based on the number of students she is
able. to prepare successfully for the Provincial
Examinations. : :

But pioneers must always
criticism,
school grades are interested in their work, and
make satisfactory progress, the parents wﬂl soon
appreciate the fact, and public opinion will come
to be with the teacher.

pect a measure of
and if the children of the common

35

Then, in the interest of all classes of her

pupils, of herself, and of the community in :

general, let the teacher use her every influence
toward sending the high school students to

the County Academy, where they belong, and,

confining her efforts to the work of the common.
school, do that work well. S T
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