
ýý TI

474 CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL Vol XII., No. 9

Our Obligations to the Returning Soldiers
R. 0. WYNNE-ROBERTS.

à
At first sight the above subject may net appear to have Suppose that peace was to bc declared, say on November

much connection with municipal politics, but on closer lst - that is three months hence - then even the settling
study It will be found that there is a very intimate relation on the land, will be out of the question until the following
between the two. spring, and if the soldier-farmers have te clear and break

Firstly: We muet have International security against the land, what chances have they of reaping a harvest
future troubles because the price of money and, therefore, carry them through the following winter?
the economY of the construction of municipal undertakings Even assuming that they will have the equipment and
are materially affected by political disturbances. Peace capital te carry out the work. Munition work will ceaso
muet be firraly established for recrudescence of strife with a Jolt. No European government will spend a cent
only means disastrous results te all concerned. Secondly: more on Instruments of destruction, for construction will
Returning soldiers muet be employed, for unemployment have to be undertaken Instead. They will set abolit ta
will net only be harmful ta the men, but will also cast a rehabilitate the hundreds of village and towns which have
monetary responsibility on the municipalities, which can- been ruthlessly destroyed, and normal industries muet,
net be accepted àt present without a demur. Thirdly- by some means, be re-established or the conditions will "j
The returning soldlers will constitute most valuable as- then be worse than can be ariticipated. llý ý
sets te the municipalities and muet therefore be kept in A New Canada After the War.
the country. Unemployment will be conducive ta migration It will require time to re-arrange our industrIal organi-
ta other places and countries where work eau be found. zations and te re-constitute the former methods of, em-

Much bas been written and said about ûurý duty te the PloYment of men and women. Almost everything wlll
returning soldiers, and w1thout doubt, the publie ap- have te be re-cast, because Canada after peàce wili be dif-
preciates that everything possible should be done ferent frorn Canada In pre-war days. All thlvi will Mta help
them. This obligation, howeyer, seems te be left, te the quire time te develop, meanwhile the ariny of 300,000 men
Dominion government and by then more or legs developed will be returned with despatch, for the ohips will be ur-

ta the Provincial goverriments and Municipal Authoritles. gently required te resume their ordinary business of ocean
carriers, instead of as transports. The governments WillThere are, of course, organizations and commissions creat-

ed ta attend ta the consideration of how best te deal with cease spending the fabulous sums of money on munitions

the question, and we muet acknowledge that a great deal and will then begin te contrive methode, by which their
huge 

debts 
are 

to 
be 

repald. 

Money

of excellent work bas been and le being done on behalf or enterprises wlll

of the returning soldiers. But the great and vast net be easily av£Lilable except at increased, rates. European

Important problern of how ta deal with the returning countrles will reQuire enormous capital ta place the refu.

army (net small detachments of more or legs dIsabled gees In what were formerly their homes, and ta help thein

warriors) le still a matter awaiting solution. te restart life again, but fortunately no part of the British
Our popular scheme la te place the soidiers on the land. Empire bas been serlously damaged, although there '9111

it la even suggested by saine that war widows should also be much te do in other ways.

be similarly placed. Theoretically the ldea le good for We have commissions appointed te find out ways and

there le ample room for colonizatlon of settlers; land te means of helping our soldiers ta make a living, but 80

avallable in the northern part of the provinces. Saine far as pubilshed reports go,. net many practical schemes
derellet farine are walting for tenants, and the life le have yet been announeed. There le no doubt that the

healthy and v1gorous, and good frein a national point et people generàlly are thinking deeply how te assist the

vlew; yet, there are go many things ta consider In this fers and furthermore, what indlvidual citizelis can

connection, do ta assist when the occasion arrives, will be done inost
heartily. Still, go fer as co-oterative federal provincial

SoldVers Muet be Assisted. and municipal schemes are concerned, which after all muet
The unoccupied land fer the most part le virgin, It muet be the primary methods of helping thé returning soldierO

be cleared and broken, homes will have ta be bulit, made te resume civil duties there le very little known.
wM have te be made, and rivers crossed, and the new We may be optimistic as ta the future but optimioln,
settlers will have te malititain theinselves while the above excellent as it always le all circumstances, will net alone 1,4
work tg being carried on, Many of the returning soldlers, find the wherewithal ta live, and even If the foregoing
and of the war widowo are net famillar with the rough observations may be soinewhat dismally tinted It Io well
life et séttlors, or have agriculturai experience, they wilI ta be ready for' such eventualities. If the futýre revealB
probably have little or iac capital, and, néoreover, even botter conditions we shall be that much more pleffld,
if immigrants have in the past voluntarily undertaken In concluding my observations It may be well ta 9tâté
such work, -and lived such lives, le this a just recompense InduatrIal Suggestions.
for the hardships, sufforinge and tribulatiéns the soldiers some of the ideas which have engaged my thought in this l'
have already d on our behalf? Are they ta en connection. 1 would like ta oee some of the captains 'Of
counter difficulties and fIght circumstances which are lndpotry combine together ta undortake a oniail share Of
new and severe? The soldier after many menthe of shift- rebuilding the devastated towns in the war zones.
Ing from camp ta camp, battle ta battle, passing through have been advocating this plan for many menthe, and lil
etirring periods, seeing change$ suecoeding each other, hope ta see it develope. Materials will be requ1redý In
surpassing any kalledescoPe exhibition for variety and ex- huge quantities. Cement, pipes, doors, windaws, psiut,
ettement, Io net all prepared for the lonely, Isolated life. of lumber, skill, vehicles, machinery, pumps, electrical goodoo
a fariner. How thon, are they ta be Induced ta take up etc., etc., can be supplied by Canada. My Idea la that a
farming? The goldl-ers muet, in Reine MetOUre be a8olot- number of firme mlght forin complote combinatlotts,
ed, He must be placed on land thýat la refflonably ready au ta be mutually assistful. The Gorman Idea of »"'
for culttvation,'he muet bave a shack-home witbln con- dlegtion, without tts powerful methods, could be adqpt@d,
ventent reach of neighbors. In other wordg, It means go that the combination coutil carry.out the rebuildlng of
the tc>lonlzlng -of the land by the establishment of com- any village. Such an organtzed scheme would ffnd eM-
munittes. Somewhat, on the llves' of sonle. Villages In the ployinent at home for a large number of employeoi am
west, created by Austrians and Russians, where some beaefit derived therefrom ý would have its reflection
town life la enJoyed, the children can attend achoola lu ailler Canaëlian enterprises. It will net do ta IlMve
comfort, the familles can have trop commercial, social a schÇme until peace le dectared, for It would, D1691,
and re1iiýous InWrocurse wlth each ailier, where a govern- serions loge of, time te organ4ze. Secure contrects sud
ment farta ingtnctore wili be available ta guide and start work. 1 have given thls ocheme conoiderable, thouibt
ommuel the soldler-famer lu lits new vocation as ta bew and approached seine firme a few menthe aga, but It WO
beet te conquêr natural difflculties In the redemption of thon toc. premature. The rooltion' Io much more
t4.lànd ahd building up comtortable homeo, and prosper- Ing to-day.
ffl camrs. The municipal authorittes Will doiàbtlese do aU ÙO

The Proportion of men and wamen who will take ta tan, for their own sake, ' ta cresteremilnerati(m emPlOý'
farming *ijl absorb but a part of. the multituge Who inust ment of the men, because fallure In this direction Xlu
bç constdo"d. Aeculture and Its allied Industries must, onty mean a heavy burden on the rates ta keeD the f
and *111 «motitute the bukbane of Oanad" development. Remunerative employmont doeg net necomarUy

be cher, indwtries ta voylde one-sided proposition, It Io meant to, Imply
,pmployiËent for tho» who, for vAi4c» reàsone, will net from bath aidez ta the munleipanty au wala.
,be able ta go on the lan& men.


