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eel5 80 vaut and so far-reaching in their

tfei 1pon the future of that great country)
Bjid of the 'whole Dominion, that, if at al

feasible, yf0 time should be lest in settling
the question to the satisfaction of ail con-

Cerned, and for ail time to corne.

Webave venturecl, on occasion, to ex-

Press VeerY serions doubts in respect to
the desirahility of shaping the imaginations

*ud aulbitions of our boys after military

Ideals, by the practice, which is, we fear,

g0Wing, of introducing military drill into
th' achools. If the thing, is good for both

the health and the murai of the boys, as

'advocates daim, we do not know why
it hould not ho used in connection with

echurchea8 and Sunday-schools, as well as

*'th the publiec shools. But wo fancy that

uiost of our readers will be somewbat

Shooked to learn to what extont the prac-

tice i8 being carried in connection with the

latter in Borne parts of the United S-ýates.

Iu his August number, Mr. B. O. Flower,
editor of the Arena, deals with the subject

iii a verY strong article. To show the ex-

tut,*t to which inilitarism is being yoked

ith the religion, which bas generally been

80PPoeed to breathe a spirit tho very anti-

the8i5 Of that inspired by military drills
&ud pageants, he quotes the following from

the Corner Sione, of Michigan:

CIDetroit has twenty-seven church mili-
try organizations, containing 651 men and

4~3 Oflicers. The largest is the Baptist
'0 'ets, with sixty-six men and three officers.

cornes the Miaybury Cadets, an Epis-
ipîorganizat ion, with sixty men, the

kzt Corigregational Cadet&., witb fifty-
three ;the first and last being armed with
rifles. The Episcopalians have six corn-
esai 0 5 , the Catholics eight, the Presbyter-
ianai Seven, Baptigs three, Congregational-

t" WO, and Lutherans one. 'Lhirteen of
the comIpanie3 aro armed with rifles and
OO'ewth swords. Thoso, it must -bo ronieem-
bered, are ail 'cburcb military companies,
su have no connoction with tho civil
"oceties of the state militia. "

To show how the thing is boing dune in
N York, Mr. Flo woî quoes oxtracts from

th' ZVw York Recorder, describing tho

eqlilp'eri and soule of tlie evolutiunis of a

"Orp' oIf cadets under the protection and

suPPort of a wealthy Fifth Avenue cburch.
Trhe boys of this company objected strongly,

it8Pas to Il make-believe " wooden

go058 and have, therefore, been equipped

ý9ith CIvery suitabîe weapens,> purchased

&00ji a UJnited States Arsenal. These are

]Rurr0side carbinies, to wbich Il no small de-

teOf charm is added " by the fact that
Cthey Were once used in real flghting." At

ee0nt drill of this company, amongst

Othe"r flovements was a sham battle.

CI i th this action the instructor called
fu h unibers of the boys at intervals,

&rid 11s each was designated'he fell over as

thOuIgh shot, and was carried off by the
*4n1UlarLce corps, while the remaining boys
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manned the cannon." Lt can readily be

believed that Il this feature proved especially

interesting to the spectators." How spirit-

ually edifying, too, it mnust have been

We are not aware that any of our

Canadian churches have as yet become se

progressive as to prove themselves churches

Ci militant " at ter this fashion. But as we

do not remember to have heard any protesta

from our clergymen against this saine kind of

thing if the schools, it w7oild ho interesting

to know to what extent it is really approv-

ed by them, or how many of them have

even given careful attention and thought

to the matter. The real effects and ten-

dencies of the movement arc surely worthy

of the most carefual study and investigation.

Especially does the question of moral effect

deserve anxious inquiry by parents, as well

as by preachers, and by ail who desire the

very beat training for their cbildren. If

our memory is net at fauît, we quoted not

long since from a high authority, an opinion

distinctly unfavorable to the military drill

as a means of physical culture, on which

ground it ia often particularly advocated.

Mr. Flowpr adduces the authority of Dr. D.

A. Sargent, cf Harvard University, in oppo-

sition te its physical utility ; that of the

H{ead Master cf the Dudley School, cf

Roxbury, Boston, that Ilit is a bad thing

for the boys ;" and that the Il public street

parades are especially evil thinga ; " that cf

Dt. Sargent againat the common belief

that the military drill gives grace and sup-

pienosa to the boys ; and that cf Lieut.

Col. Edmands, cf the Boston Caiets, te the

effect that, from the military point cf view,

the school injures rather than benefits the

militia service. The -modemn drill i-egula-

tiens, hoe maintains, Ilare by ne means

adapted for work in achools, under any

circumstances. They need a man's brains

and muscles." la net the question worthy

cf a little more thougbit and discussion he-

fore we go any further in this direction in

Canada

THE INTERCOLONIAL CONFERENCE.

The ollioial rdport of the Intercolenial

Conference lias at length been given te the

prs. Lt is, of course, voluminous, and

coming as a whole at so late a date, will

hardly elicit the saine attention and com-

ment whioh it would have receiv-

ed had it appeared from day te day, while

the Conference was in session. Yet the

discussions and resolutions are too import-

ant te be recaived in silence.

The interest cf the Conference centred

about two particular proposals and to these

the discussions were mainly limited. These

were, cf course, preferential trade between

the colonies, or within the Empire, and the

Paciflc cable. The discussion of the firmt

question was carried on in connection with

a resolution moved by Sir Henry Wrixon

(Victoria) and seconded by Hon. Mr. Sut-

tor (New South Wales) which, as finally

carried after somne verbal changes, is as fol-

'ows:
"lThat provision should be made by

Imperial Legisiation, enabling the depen-

dencies of the Empire to enter into arrange-

ments of commercial reciprocity, including

power of making differential tariff with

Great Britain, or with one another."

A fact of some importance in its bearing

upon the policy of the Mother Country in

the matter was brought out by Sir Henry

Wrixon, ia the course of his speech, viz.,

that since 1873 the Australian colonies

have been permitted, by Imperial Legisia-

tien, to enter inte commercial treaties with

one another, and to support these treaties,

if tbey wish, by differential tarifis, which

are of course available te nu other country.

This permission applies selely te the Aus-

tralian colonies and their relations to each

other. Lt does not even cover their rela-

tions to Great Britain, se that the

colonies are not permitted to extend the

treaties or the discriminations even te the

Mother Country herseif. A simîlar per.

mission has been granted to Cape Colony.

As Sir Hlenry de Villiers (Cape Colony)

explained, the right in lier case is limited

by two restrictions :First, such a customs

union can be made only witb another State

or colony in South Africa. Second, it can

apply only to goods imported overland, and

not to goods imported by sea.

The fact that Great Britain has guarded

sO closely the discretionary powers thus

garanted to these colonies suggests the posai-

bility that difficulty may arise in regard to

extending tbe principle, as requested in the

resolution, so as te make it applicable to

alI colonies of the Empire in their relations

te eacb other. No doubt the Mother Coun-

try, in harmony with the wisely liberal

policy alie bas long pursued in aIl hier deal-

ings with bier colonies, will realily make the

desireci conicession, provided it can ho done

without seriously disturbing or e'ndangering

her treaty relations with other nations. We

do not imagine that the fact that, in carry-

ing cnt tie purpose whicb bas given rise

to the request, the colonies will almost sure-

ly discriminate against herself, will bo -per-

mitted te influence bier decision. Reference

was made to the treaty with France which

bas just b-,en ratified by the Canadian

Parliament, as if it involved the principle in

question,but,as Mr. Foster pointed out,there

is really no niew departure involved in thaf

treaty, save that of allowing a representa-

tive of Canada to take the largest share in

the negotiations. The treaty is still, in forra

and substance, a British treaty, pure and

simple, negotiated and sanctioned by

Great Britain on behaîf of one of her colo-

nies.

One other point is worthy of note.

Though the power of making a differential

tariff arrangement with Great Britain is in-


