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READINGS FROM (JURRENT LITERA TURE.

TIIE SUNBLIRNT POET.

To wiu the Theban prize each breught his ode,
When, leo! a strauger steod, wind-flusht aud brewn,
Who sang the wondrous world and claimed the crown;

But high gods sing in a forgotten mode.
Thon cried he, searing high-his bright foot shod

With Day that quenched the day aud hid the town-
Yl e spuru Apollo as a sunhurut clown,

Ye pallidJ priostlings of a sunburnt ged !"

'Twas Phoelus' self. And now ho welcomes theo,
Engiand's bravo Burton, dowered of sun and wind,

Whose songs we, boru in deserts tierce and froc,

'Mlid dusky Bcdeuins, Mongols yellow-skinned,
In Ainazenian woods, in wilds of Ind,

And on the breast of Caînoens' mother ses.

-T/seodloref iVLus, in The Athenoeum.

VIlE 1ENULANI) OiF IEEN ELIZAIIrT11.

COMMiERCep was crippled by monopolies, and ef the

arable land of the country net more than one-fourth was
in a state et cultivatien; but large flocks ef shoep were
kept on account et their woel. Manufactures -were ouly

in their iutancy. Woolleus had been spun and woven
only on a amail scale throughout the country;- Taunton,
in Somersetshire, being at that turne the most tamous for
its fabrice ef any. tewn in England ; and the West et Eng-

land was te the world's commerce of that day what the

North is uow. White Liverpool was stîll a swamp, and
Manchester a straggling hamlet, when Leeds was a cluster
of mud buts, and the romantic valloy of the Calder a

desolate gorge, tho streets of Taunton, Exeter, and Dun-
sten re8ounded with arts and industry, and the merchant
shipa et Bridgewator and Bristol were geing eut or coming ini

from tbe remetest corners ef the globe. The fairest fields,
the richest cities, the proudest strongholds lay in this
region. The silk manufacture bad been establisbod ini

[,ondon upwards et two hundred years ; but as yot up-
wardB ef a century and a haîf must lapse betore an adIven-

tIJrou8 John Lombe erects a silk mill at Derby, sud se

begine the tactory systein in Englaud. And that mighty
cotton manufacture, upon whose prosperity the feeding ef

se many millions et people depeuds, at the irth of
Shakespeare had ne existence in the realin. Our principal
foreigu transactions thon ]ay with the Ntherlauds ; but

already the merchant princes of our island were seeking

te bind us in the peacoful liuks et commerce with al
lands. Agriculture was thon in the rudest condition ; the

flower-garden was but little cultivated, the parks et the
nobility and gentry serving thein for pleasure grounds;
saine valuable excellent herbs and fruits had indeed been

recently iutroduced jute the country, amenglit which were

turnips, carrots, saladH, apricets, melons, and currants, but
potatoos were net yet cultivated in Britain, ani even for
a hundred yoars afterwarde were scarcely kuown as an

article of feod ; and peas were in general brought frei

RLolland, so that old Fullor might weIl observe that thoy
woe'I"fit dainties fer ladies, they came se far and cost Ho
<bear." The cultivation ef flax was net ueglected, that ef

lie pe had been introduced, but as yot our principal supply
was frein the Low Cutriesb. The eld dungeon-like
castles et the uobility were giving way te the mre coin-

modioe halls or mansions, but the bouses of the people
improved slowly. The art et manufacturing the very
coarsest sorts of glass had oniy been introduced into Eng-

land sevon years, cemmon window-glass and botties being
aIl that was attempted, the finer articles et glaesware
heing sibI imported frein Veuice. Few bouses bad glass

in their windows, and even in towns of importance chimu-
neye were an unknown luxury, the smoke beiug allowed
te escape as best it could frein the lattice, frein the door,

or frein oponiugs in the roofs. On a humble pallet of

straw would the poor husbandmau repose bis wearied
limbs, and wheaten bread wae net used by more than one-

half of the population-Prom "Shýlake8pear-e'8 True Lule."

By Janbe8 Waler, Longman8.

VFLAYAQUEZ UNDER NATUR'S UUIDANCE.

HFE discovcred aise that Nature berself is the artist's

best teacher, and iudustry is sweet guide te perfection.
11e very oarly resolvod nither te sketch uer te coleur any

object witbeut baving the tbing itself before hum. That

ho migbt have a model et the human countenance ever at

baud, "lho kept," sys Pacheco, "la peasaut lad, as an

apprentice, who servod hbu for a study in difforent actions

and postures- soineti mes crying, sometimes laughing-til
he had grappled with overy difficulty of expression; and

frein him ho executed an infinite variety ef heads in char-

ceai and chalk, on blue paper, by which ho arrived at

certainty in taking likenesses." Hec thus laid the founda-
tien et the inimitable case and perfection with which he

afterwards painted heada, in which bis excellence was

admitted even by hie detracters, in a precieus pieco of
criticisin et ton in their mouths-tbat ho could paint a boad

and nothing else. To this, wheu iL was once repeated te
hum by Philip IV., ho replied, with the noble humility et

a great master and the geod-humour which most effectually
turne the edge ef sarcasin, that tbey flattered hum, for he

knew nobody of whom it could be said that he painted a

bead thornghly well. To acquire facility and brilliancy
in colourii-g ho, devoed himsHelf for a white te the tudy of

animalesud tili life, painting ail serte et objecte rich in
toues and tints, and simple in configuration, such as pieces
et plate, metal and eartheu pots and pans, sud other
domestic utensils, and the birds, fish, and fruits, which the

woods and waters aroud Seville se iavishiy supplied te

its markets. These Il bodegones " of bis early days are

worthy ef the best poncils of Flanders, and now are ne
bass rare than excellent.

The next stops of Velazqnez, in his pregress of self-

instruction, was the study of subjects of low lite, found in

such rich aud picturesque variety in the streets and on the
waysides of Andalusia, te which ho brought a fine sense et

humeur and discrimination of character. To thîs epoch is

referred his celebrated picture cf the Il Water-carrier et

Seville," stolen by King Joseph in his light frein the

Palace of Madrid, and taken in bis carrnage, with a

quautity et the Bourbon plate and jowols, at the rout of

Vittoria. Prcseuted by King Ferdinand VIF. te the great

English captain wbo placed hum on bis hereditary throne,

it is new [18481 ene of the Wellington trephies at Apsley

lieuse. It is a composition ef three figures: a suuburnt,
waywern seller et water, dressod in a tattered brown

jerkin, with bis liuge earthen jars, aud two lads, one et

whom receives a sparkling glass of the pure element,
whilst bis companien quonches bis thiret troni a pipkin.

The execution ef the heads and ahl the details is perfect ;
and the ragged trader, dispensing s few maravedie worth

et his simple stock, maintains, during the transaction, a
grave diguity of deportmnt, highly Spanish and cbarac-

toristîc, and worthy et su Emperor pledging a great vassal

in Tek sy.-A nnals of the .Artists o/ Spain. By Sir Wil-

liant Stirling- Maxwuell, Bart. New Edition.

SELF- EXAM INATIiON.

LET no, eott sîniners close my oyes,
Before 've recollected thrice
The train et actions through the day
Where bave my foot markod eut their way i
What have 1 learut, where'er 've been,
From ail I'vo bieard-vFfrom ahl I've seen 1
What know 1 more that's worth the knewiug i
What have 1 doue that's worth the doiug i
What have 1 sought that I should shun 1
What duties bave 1 lft undono i
Or into what new follies run 1
These self-onquiries are the road
That leads te virtue and te God.

-Fromt the Greek of Jythagoraë,

THE 8ISAL PLANT.

THY lbaves are et a duIl-green coleur, four te six foot

long, as mauy juches wide, and terminated by a stout, dark

spine. 'The margink are commonly described as srnootb, as

tbey are without teetb, but in ail the plants examined hy

the writor the beaves wore slightly rough on the edges,

and lu friany et the yeung plants soeofe the leaves had

well-developed teeth. A fuil-grewu plant presente a

rather striking appearîLuce, bristling al ever with the

long, spiny-tipped leaves, thickly radiating froni the

short cylindnical truuk, which is crowued by a sharp,

alendor, cone-like bud. Iudeod, a large plant makes oe

think et a gigantic sea-urchin. Theo baves as they uufold

froni the bud slowly assume a horizontal position, but

remain rigid and straight, nover curving downward, as

they da in the century plant. Wheu the plant arrives at

maturity, aud bas a sulilcient store et nourishinent, iL soude

up iLs flewer-stem, known te cutivaters as the Ilmat "

er 61pele." This is frein tweuty to twenty-five foot higb,

and about six juches in diamoter near the base. On the

upper two thirds, branches are devoloped, ceuverting the

polo inte a huge panicle, coverod with iunumnrable green-

ish-yellew flowers. A pecniarity et the sisal plant is tbat

it seldoin or nover sots a soed. The flowers faîl, carryiug

the ovary with thein, thon on the ends et the branches

youug plante deveiop, se that the polo presonts a rather

odd appoaranco, with the smaîl plants grewiug eut in

the places usually occupied by the flowers. Wben theee

young plants have attained a height et frein three te four

juches, they faîl te the ground and take root. The oid

plants aIse reproduce theiselves by ineans et suckere, and

heuce, when old and neglected, are otten i3een surrounded
by nuruorougsemaller eues, as lu the common houseleek

(Sempervivum).-Frofft Lhtivation of Sisal in the Baha-

mas, by John I. Northrop, in the P"opulur Science Monthly.

THIACKERLAY ANI) IR18HMEN.

LT was ou the saine day that a broken-down Irish

gentlemen, net unliko the great Costigan, teil into talk

without being introduced. lis bregue was thick and

noble, and atter a tino ho said: IlYe might net believe

t, Sorr, but I'ni an Irishian."-"l Good heavons ! You

dori't eay se!1" anewered Thackeray. IlJ took yeu fer au

!Italian." This playtnl love ef Ireland and the Irish was

fer ever with Thackeray. and many et hie Irish ballade

,are littie bss racy et the soul than Lever's own. But iL

was net understeod, as be alwayo toit he nover was. Hie

1good-tempered bauter was set dowu as mockery, aud oe

day, in Anthony Trollope's stables, s cuieus old groom

6who heard Tbackeray'e naine eaid te hum : I hear you

,have written a book upon Ireland, ani are alwaye making

ffun et the Irish. Yor. do't like us."-" God belp me !

said Thackeray, turning bis heaci away as his eyes illed
with tears ; I"ail that 1 have Ioved beat in the world is
Irish." Much did he love to talk of Irish oddities, and
during bis Amorican lectures was delighted to tell how,
dining at St. Louis, he overheard one Irish waiter say te
another: "IDo you know who that is? " 4"No,'" was the
answer. "lThat," said the first, "lis the celebrated
Thacker." "Whab's he done?'" D-d if 1 know."-
Lile of IV. M. Thackceray, by IL. Merivale and IL 7L
Afarzials.

FRESH JOUINSON ANECDOTES.

AT Dunvegan, Miss Macleod, of Macleod, who remetn
bers ber grandmother, Johnson's hostess, and ber aunts,
"the four daughters, who knew ail the arts of Southern

elegance, and ail the modes of English ecenomy," bas pre-
served some traditions more worthy of trust. IlOne day,"
she said, Ilho had scolded the maid for flot getting good
peats, and had gene eut in the ram te the stack to fetch
in some himself. 11e caught a bad cold. Lady Macleod
went up te his reom te see how he was, and found him in
bed with bis wig turned insideoeut and the wreng end
foremost, sorving the purpose of 'a cap by night,' like the
stocking of Goldsniith's 1'Author.' On her return te the
drawing-room she said: 1 1 have often seen very plain
people, but anytbing as ugly as Dr. Jehnson with bis wig
thus stuck on 1 have neyer seen."' An lderly man, a
retired exciseman, who lived close by, had a story te tell
of the learned minister, the Rev. Donald Macqueen, who
accompanied Jehnson on part of bis tour. A crofter, see-
ing the two men pass, asked the ninister who was bis
companien. Macqueen replied: IlThe man who made
the English language.'>Il"Then ho bad very little te do,"
r(joined the crofter ; meauing, accordiug te tbe Oaelic
idiom, that ho might have been botter employed.--FOO0-
steps of Dr. *ohnsou. By Gee. Birkbock Hall. SampnPS
Low and CJompany.

IF yen decide, frein what yen have heard or read, that
you wiIl take Hood's Sarsaparilla, do net be induced to
buy auy substitute instead.

Tîine BEST IIESULT.- Evory ingredient employed in
producin g Irood's Sarsaparilla is strictly pure, and is the
best of its kind it is possible te buy. Ail the roots and

herbs are carefully selectod, personally examiued, and only
the best retaincd. So that from the turne of purchase
until Llood's Sarsaparilla is prepared, everything is care-
fully watched with a view te attaining the beat resuit.
Why den't you try it 1

FORt CANADIAN l{IEADieit.-That excellent journal fls6
Doeminion lllustrated is steadily impreviug under it>s pres-
ont energetic management, and is as steadily growiflg in

public faveur. The enlargement te twenty-four pages
woekly afferdod eppertunity for great improvement in ito
iiterary contents, the contributors te which now incliide
many well-known writers. Hlistorie sketches, healthy fic-
tion, crisp editorials on curreut topics, bright cerrespondence
frein London, New York, Toronto and other cities, sports
and pastimos, humeorons sketches, etc., make up with the
nurnerous illustrations, dealing chiefly with Canadian
scenes, events and persouages, a cbarming journal for
Canadian readors and a wolcomo weekly visiter in every
homo. The prizo cempetitien which tho publishers havO
se successfully inaugurated is net an effort te werk oh soune
bogu8 silverware, but a 8traightforward agreement made
in good faith with their subscribors. The result, from the
nature of the comupetitien, must be beneficial te the readers,
and the publishors' ouly hope of adequate return is in au
enlarged and permanent circulation, which was thoir
object at the outeet. On receipt of 12 cents in stanip8
they (rhe Sabiston Litho. and Pub. Ce., Montrual) will
forward te any address a sample copy of the journal with
full particulars of the competition.

Tried and True
Is the positive verdict of peoople who take Ilood's Sarsaparilla.

When uiied according to directions the good effects of this excellent

medicine are 8oou feit in nerve strength restored, that tired feeling

driven off, a good aplwtite created, headaclie and dyspepsia relieved,

scrofula cure>l and ail the lad effects of imipure blood overcome. I

you are iii necd of a good blood purifier or tonic inedicine do not fai

to try Hood's Sarsaparilla.

Believe it the Best.
'I blieve Hood's Sarsaparilla to be the best blood purifier, and

it gives mie pleasure to recoinmend it. I know of many who have

taken it with great suiccess." Rt. L. HAWKINS, l2th and Elm Street8,

Cincinnati, Ohio.

Gives the Best Satisfaction.

"Hood's Sarsaparilla gives the best satisfaction, bas the largeot

sale and does the patient more good than any other Sarsaparilla on the

market. It Ijot only purifies the blood but it aiso regulates the

stomach and bowels."-OTT'o L. HerSEMAN, Druggist, 4th and Town

Streets, Columbus, Ohio

Hood's Sarsaparilla
Sold by ail druggists. $1; six for $5. Prepared only by C. I. HOOD)
& Co., Apothecaries, Lowell, Ma.

100 Doses One Dollar.
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