
THE WEEK.

Provinces tlie City liad Il a bad tiie,"' and it required aIl Lord Durham',

astuteness to conciliate disaffection and restore the reigîî Of Public con11-

denice and good feeling. This, ifl sonie nieasure, wvas accomplislied, and

Toronto took anether leap on the highway of civic progress, and extended

its branching arms over the area between the old Sydenhiam Road and the

bay. It niay hehp the reader, who is faniffiar only with the Toronto Of

te-day, to form some idea of the condition from which the cîty emerged, if

we quote a description of the place at the pcriod of the Itebellion, thougli,

it is to lie said, the writer was no doubt suffering at the time froîn a f:it

Of '(the blues." The painter of the scene is MNrs. Jameson, thc celebrated

author, and wife of the then Chancellor of Upper Canada. Says lier

Pe-tulant ladyship :

IIA litle ili-buit town, on low land, at the b)ottoma ef a frozen baY, with eue very
ugly cbuircb, wjtheut tower or steeple; somle governinonut offices, bmilt et staring red
brick, in th, most tasteless, vulgar style imaginable ; threce feet of snow ail areuilli
and th, greY, imllen, wifltry 1ake, and the darlç gloýn mf et te pinle forest bouniding tue
prosPect ;sncbi seems Toronto te me now,"I

Subsequently, in the work froîn whicli thmis e.xtmict is taken ( Jinier

~Stdies and Sumnner- Ramifies), Murs. Jameson gave a briglîter and more

eheerful account of tlie place. C

The niext decade was marked by the administrationis of Lord Sydenham.n,

'Sir Charles Metcaife, and Lord Elgin. Tue institutions of the country

Were niow rapidîy taking shape, and reformns were correctiuig the evils

'Whicli retarded progress and kept the people in tuimeil. Witli the

Ilflfties"I camle the age of railways, and the inîpCtus tîîey gave te the

aPning p of the Province, and the centralization iii Toron~to of the brain

UJmscle thiat were to give it nmore vigorous life. The succeedin g ten

YasOpeîîed nîspiciously witli the visit cf the Prinîce cf Wales, and

iimugurated ami era of higher evolutien, and of remnarkabie social, indus-

trial, and imtellectual. advamîcenient. The population, xvhichî iii 1851 was

3000 ten years later was 45,000, and in 1871 touclied 57,000. From

1861 te 1871 the City gained no littie advantage from the civil war in the

tteighbouring States, thougli this, iii sonie measure, was discounted by dis-

turbauces cii the frontier, and by losses occasioned by the Feniani raids.

1u, the birth cf the Doinmion, and ini tiîe giving te the capital a permamnent

PrvniiParlianient, Toronto scored furthmer successes ammd turmied over a

freiî eafin hevolume of progress. In the hast ten ycai'5 ne city on u

continent lias relativeiy imade greater headway ; and Toronto couapletes

lier fiftY years of iacoruormted life witli liou~r and renowii, llaving

reaclied sucli a prime, wliat lier future shall bie must press itself on the

tlieuglits cf many a citizen, and tind amîswer witli a flushi of pride. XVien

We cusider net 0nly the amiazing inemepase iii the area, and population cf

the City, but the evidences on alInsides cf solid prosperity and substamitial

rot1 we May venture to picture the Toronto of. the coming time as a

Place cf plmenouimeumal importance, nnd wielding great influence over the

destinies cf the country. I\uclm, in this respect, will cf course depend on

the character cf its public men, tlie repute and public spirit of its citizemis,.

alld tle muanner iii whmich its affairs are aduuinistered . Patriotismn requires

that a lan shall wcrk for his coumntry and fello wnen as lie works for himn-

8elf. Seif-seekino. and tlie building up cf tîme imîdividual at the expense cf

ever'y other îmterest, lias been toc of tem tue ruie, and civie life lias thus

been depmjved cf its aninîating principui, and the public weal lias been left

trO hlif t for itself. Cities, like nations, it sliouid be reineuîîbered, are living

amid grcwing or atropliied and dying organisms; and thue idividuaî citizen

lisapeOrticuate imterest in the if e and presperity, and a correspondmng

h 5 ha'lsbito for tlie decay aud retrogressien, cf the city in which lie makes

hi" habi atio tn inds bis daily breatd. If the Semi-Ceiitennial celebra-

tien Shall tend to awaken a more active auJ patriotic interest in tlie city'5

aftair8, aud make lier citizens more zealcus for lier good nafle and well-

be9, it wil lie net the least of tlie henefits Toronto is likely te gain froni

the ecÜem oratio G. MERcER ADAM.

A FI-ELI) FOR GAIVADIAI' ACHIEVEMETS.

Tulnare several thinýs wliicli Canada lias Dot achieved, aud whicli are

wituiîlie pwerto clieve. She lias net a recognized literature.Tli

15ntdue te lack cf population. Shakcespeare wrote bis plays to an Eng-C

haid net se pepulous as Canada is to-day. Ner is it due to lack of wealtli.

'7 hle revemne cf Canamda te-day ie equal aud greater than was timat cf Eug-

tIc urn th, reign cf Elizabeth. Fancy a proposition frem Uic last cf

teTudors te build thie Pacifie Railway !A large aud appreciative

ie ready-made in Canada waiting to weheenie, to henour, and te

itliertalize the right man in the walks cf literature.

Tlie history cf mankind reveals tlie fact that everythiug really great

lia" licour thc resuit cf some eue man, who lias tlirown ail bis power auJ

genlius f1ito eue departinent, and made thiat the niost important of the

timie. Nothirqg great has ever been achieved without extraordinary effort,

supreme devotion and hieroio sacrifice. A man with large powers resolutely

devotes bimself to some special work. Difficultie-4 are ove'coînet, Obstacles

are surmlounited, discouragements are igîîored, and iii the end a great fabrie

is created. No one lias attempteci this i Canada i the departmnent of

literature ; and until this is doue, we inay expect to grope along in the

saine unsatisfactory condition we have occupied for years past.

Columibus discovercd America. There were immense resuits from this

onle achievenienti It taught the, castern world tiîat timere really was

another world to be conquered-a NewW orld to be (levelo}ieî. Once this

wns known, navigators started iii ail directions for the \Vesteril Continent,

and the empire of Europe is soon to be transforred to Atiierica. No one

lias yet arisen to illustrate thc fact that; it is possible for a nman of genins,

taking advantage of ail the, circumistaîîces of our positionî, ail the distinctive

features of our nîationîal existence, to build up a systemn, amui witli it a mamle,

that shall not only he appreciated ait homle, but l.e rei ogîîizeml abroad ; thiat

the honours and rewards whichi attend splendid literaiy achievenent iii

other counitries are possible liere. Whien tbis isdue we the hero of

(Janadian Literature is a real character, living aniongst ils, adinired and

applauded, or, dyinig, is venerated and remembered, we shalH see nunhers

arîsing seeking to rivai bis fame, and in this active conîpetitien wilI spring.

up thý1 taste, the fastiion, for literary laboeur. This will grow by wliat it

feeds on, amui the lack of to-day wvill be supplied by the faet of to-imorrow.

Thiis natter of a litertature--a distinctiv e national literature-~ is of

suicient finportance to evokze tue înost oariest Colisi(ienatiefl and the hest

efforts of the' people. IL is dcsceni-dinig to the hkiyeto deiiionstrato

that the literature of a country bas a vast influence upon ià4 developient.

1 ts politics are nioulded as imach by its poctry as,, its poetry, is tinged by

its political institutions. 'l'lic truc mission of the ijali of letters, be ie

poet, novelist or philosopher, is to pour forti in bultrning, worls, the regnlant

aspirations of thic mass of society--to put iiitîiil and glowiîig forim the

distinctive qualities an<l attributes of tue- national iiind, ci tLiat ail eau

g«rasp themn, and forin their hopes andi aspirationts imm accoidamice tlerewitli.

Let us encourage the creation of al litorature, if we cne.

Soule of the dililiculties are apparent, aud inay be poiîîted out. \Ve

have not centralizmd the national iniiid. 'Flic Confecderatioii is comupara-

tiveiy new, and sixteen. ycars have imot 1îroved sulicient to draw togethecr

all sections to a coninifoli point. Th'le onl1Y union we î'eally liav is a politi

cal union. Tlie law requu'es tiat cadli coii.stituteîîcy ,hall le ru'preeiited

at Ottawa, and the, ambîtition of liumn. nature piovides himit tluer shahi

always bc men striving an-d struggling to obtaiî the repiesentatioi. l.ui

thjis way tic thouglît of the whiole political wvorlhil is tnriied to (-)ttawa.

Ilence aspirants froin ail sections (locît thmithier for iemvauds andl duel uments,

M,ýen go to Ottawa, lured by political iintercst, froin Nova Scotia to Britislh

(lunhbia, because it is the centre of powver--tliuý fouuitain of patronage,(.

lut, unifortunately, Ottawa is only the political capital Of Canlada. I t

is not its literuiry c(iitre-witiiess its iiewspapers tulmd poriodimils. It is

not tic social centre, lier the commercial metropolis. Otlier counitries

which have flourislmed in hiterature have »meen situate inore favourabhy than

wvc in this respect. England-indeed, G reat Bi3itaii-n neyer bad te î1ues-

tion wlîerc the cenître of the kingdom lay. Lonidon is not omîly tîme political

but the social and literary centre. he best umen of tUic nationî go to lion-

don iii tue seasoli. In the drawing-rooifs of the rici anîd the tàUed, meet

together the poets, the artists, the musicians, the scientist-, tlîe piiilosopliers

-the great literary liglihts of ail kiîîds. Thiere is au auudience for thein

ready-made. It is in a cultivated andi refincd socicty thiat literature

receiveS its greatest encouragement, and scuires its nost certain develop-

nient. Genlus is not born in the drawing-roon, but (etiuy,4 reoiizeul

and applaudefi there. Let Lonidon, in the seilson, pronoumîce for, an author.

and bis book is a certainty.

low different it is in Canada. We have nearly a dozen eapitals liere

roincial bounidary lines are preserved, auJ Provincial prej udices are

retained. Toronto does not bow down to Ottawa ; neither ulees Montreal

lieither, indeed, does Hlalifax or St. Johin. Ail thiese cities, and others,

sncb ns Quebec and Hlamilton, hiave a larger population, a miore extended

trade, an equal, if not a superior social 4,ircle, be tter niewspapers, and as

able men. Ottawa is merely the spot, arbitrarily fixod, where, Parliaieit

is bound to meet-wliere Ministers are dooined to hive, and where the

imachiuery cf government is carried on. During tie season. there is an

influx of ladies attached to the Memnlers aud Senators, anil at Rideau Jjall

somiethiing like a semi-courtly salon is formed ; but it neyer bas, and neyer

can, embrace the full intellectual hif e of the couiîtiy--onily a mere f ragment

of it.
If' we turn from Ottawa, there is ne other eity whicli eau fairly lay

dlaimn to supremiacy. The ambitions young man in England, who f eeis thmat
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