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ENGLAND AND RUSSIA.

SIR,-As the SPECTATOR, 1 presume, is nlot pledged to one side of a ques-
tion only, 1 shail be giad to be aiiowed to make a few remarks upon the present
controversy between England and Russia front an opposite point of view to that
taken by "lPatria" last week.

That writer takes exception to the whole poiicy of the Beaconsfieîd Cabinet
in Eastern matters. Evidently no good can come out of Nazareth,

Hie begins witb the assumplion that the Government has no solid basis for
ils attitude, but is obliged to dance about from "lBritish interesîs", t0 , Rigbts
of treaties," and what other convenient phrase, the exigencies of the moment
may sharpen ils wits to devise. How pray then is it that Russia finds it s0
bitter a pill to accept the limitations which Engiand bas thought fit to put uipon
the gratification of her ambition ?

1 fail to see any mystification ai aIl about England's policy in the malter.
The simple fact is that Russia, wbatever ber pretensions, deemed tbe pre-

sent a good opportunity for the advancement of ber traditional designs against
Turkey.

She covets Constantinople, and thouglit she miglit take a long and a sure
step towards ils possession. Misled by the Gladstonian froth about atrocilies,
of whicb Russia herself was the real author, she plunged mbt war, tbinking sbe
might reckon without England.

The common sense of the Engiish people, however, was flot to be cbeated.
There is a deepseated conviction in England, that if Russia were aliowed t0 gel
Constantinople, she wouid quickly imperil our naval supremacy, let alone the
fatal blow il would be to our possession of India.

Accordingly, Russia was only aliowed te enter upon her war with Turkey
on the distinct pledge, that unless the necessities of war compelied her, she
should flot touch Constantinople. This pledge, like most of ber pledges, she
proceeded te break. Turkey made overtures for peace when the Russian army
was at Adrianople. But Russia, noîwiîhstanding Turkey's amenableness t0 any
terres she mighî propose, kept pushing on ber troops towards the Turkish
Capital. This it was that induced Engiand to send ber fleet t0 the samne
neigbbourhood.

"lPatria" imagines that the British public bas been imposed upon by Lord
Derby's foolish declaration that the fleet was at Constantinople t0 protect Britisb
subjects tbere. Just as if the veriest cad in tbe London streets did not know,
that wbatever excuse migbt be deemed convenient t0 avoid imporîing t00 much
bostility mbt the movement, the fleet was there as tbe representalive and
visible token of England's determination t0 stay the grasping greed of Russia.

0f course IlPatria" finds the bringing of native Indian lroops upon the
scene a measure fraught with evil omen te the liberties of Engiand. This really
splendid move bas in il about as much danger te English liberties as the import-
ing of a Canadian.contingent would be in the event of war.

For surely it is open to any Governmenî to concentrate in an emergency
the wboie military power of the Empire. It is a masterly measure, wbich shows
continental Europe, that the monopoly of immense armies is not wholly on ils
side, but that England, too, bas the material ready te hand of entering, if need
be, upon a competition that may well cause the strongest of îbe great military
powers t0 pause and counit the cost.

Wliat in the nature of"I persistent cavilling', IlPairia" can find in the steady
adherence of England te the position she bias assumed in regard te the Congress,
I arn at a'loss te understand. Russia dlaims te berseif, by the San Stefano
Treaty, the virtuai dictatorship of Europe.

England says, IlNo. Assembled Europe bas sanctioned certain treaties,
and recognised a certain balance of power, and te Europe in Congress you must
submit uinreservedly the question of the life or death of an European power."

Nothing is simpler, or more consistent, tban the attitude takenl by England,
and flot ail the wriggling and finessing of Asiatic cunning has been able t0 con-
quer the simple dignily of ils integrity.

The proof of the pudding, bowever, is in the eating. WVhat bas been tbe
upsbot of the so-cailed Ilwarlike " poiicy of the present Governiment ? Thle
probable averting of war.

What was the upshot of the feeble, vacillating, goody-goody policy of the
Aberdeen Governiment, wbich had the handling of tbe Eastern question in
1853 ? War.

It is the most transparent trick of part>' blindness t0 sa>' that if war be
averted it will be "flot by the policy of the Government, but in spite of it."

The fact is, the present iý emphatically the day of "lbig battalions " and
"blood and iron."

thAnd had England been so misguided as t0 enter upon the discussion of
thsEastern question wîthout adequate warlike preparation, sbe would bave been

laughed at. Russia wouid have deiiberateiy slapped her in the face, and tben
she would bave been goaded mbt a war ten times more disastrous in ils com-
mencemen~t than the Crimean war was, and with but slender prospect of the
victorious, although too barren, result of that conflict.

Lord Beaconsfield, wbatever bis failings, has rendered bis country, and I
believe tbe wbole civilised ivorid, an immense service by his manly attitude
tbroughout Ibis crisis; and 1 believe ' the verdict of histor>', wbatever present
doubts may be thrown tipon bis policy, will eventuaiîy endorse this view of
what may be the closing achievements of a great career.

In conclusion, let me say tbat 1 greal> admire IlPaîria's"I power of belief
in the efficacy of Il arbitration to decide national issues." After our late experi-
ences anient the Fisheries Award, one migbt be pardoned for regarding tbis
solution of vexed questions witb a wbolesorne degree of doubt XVe ma>' depend
lipon it that the day has flot cornte, b>' many a long century, when national
causes shall be judged, nlot by the degree of physical power which backs tbem
up, but by the abstract right and justice that the>' can la>' caim to. People are
strangely blind who imagine thal mere talk and~ gusbing professions of mutual
regard count for one fig when matters of material interesi are at issue. ilMight
is right" will probably be the most potent truth in human affairs to the end of
man's career upon earth. 
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THE AMERICAN SILVER DOLLAR-A POPULAR DELUSION DISPELLED.

"And I! it was ail a dreain."lp 
ae lteSî,-I read with amazement the extraordinary articles which apeae ith PECTATOR in defence of the new dollar in the Ujnited States ; and was iostin the haze of Mr. Brown's arguments in favour of thîs cure for "lail the ills thatflesh is heir to." I was not convinced, and 1 continued to differ from Mr. Brownltoto «e/o. Uis notion that this "lbeautiful, shining piece of silver"I was, by someextraordinary underground railroad, likeiy to find its way into Canada, andprove such an universai biessîng, was, 1 admit, beyond my limited vision. Iwas afraid to question the wisdom or sanity of Congress in passing the Silvrer-Bill, and 1 knew that the Cincinnati Comm'ercial had said "that as soon as theissue of the dollar was authorized it would jingle in the pockets of the peoPIteverywhere, and its sound would renew confidence, and set the wheeis of con"-merce again in motion, &c., &c.

Alas 1Mr. Brown's glowing picture has its reverse side ; the pet dollar isunpopular amongst the very portion of the conmnt which was said to be s0eager for it. In the Ne-w York ]Zvening Post o 35tut. we are told.
IlWhat is the resuit ? The Silver Bill has been a law almost three mnorihs, but who,wants any of the dollars, or wvho has any of them? For a few days after their first issue afew of themn were in demand as pocket pieces, but the demand soon ceased. Our despatch ofWednesday fr-om. Washington shows that with more than five millions of the dollars on hand,less than eight hundred thousand have been called for; and that of the $342,0oo inl silvercertificates issued, $313,o00 have been paid back at once int the Treasury, the only us"made of them being to save the difference in their value and that of gold in paying custormsduties. The Treasury is therefore in a quandary what to do with the coin on hand. 'Me lawre(lolres the coinage of not less than 2,000,000 silver dollars a month ; but if no one wants1them they wvill only accurnulate to encumnber the Treasury vaults. Secretary Sherman hopeSto get them out b)y distributing them in the country districts, but the country districts are pre-cisely the places where a cumbersomne coin is most unpopular. The United States Treasurerproposes an, additional law allowing the Treasury to pay the cost of delivering the dollarswherever they mnay be called for; but unless a demand which does not now exist is createdfor theni this plan will not he effective, and the Government can only get rid of them by pay-ing them in tbe way of salaries and t0 contractors"l
Il seemns that of ail the shanis which Congress is responsible for, the schemneof the remonetîzation of silver, and the coinage of this ufipopular dollar wiliprobably prove the worst. The coin on its first appearanoe was stigmatized bYone of the English papers as a Ilwhite lie," and it seems doubtfual whether it canbe let off even so cbeaply as that.

NUMMUS.

THE FUTURE LIFE.

SIR,-It is possible that soi-e of your readers may flot have perceived fully»wbat is involved in the fact that man's wi// is really bis life; nor the inevitableconclusions in regard to the future existence which must resuit from it.Future life is simply an expansion of our present existence."That which may be known of God is mnanifest to us, for God bathsbowed it to us. For the invisible things of Him from the creation of theworld are clearly seen, being understood by (or through> thse things that aremade." So says St, Paul; and we are justified by the wvhole lenor of the Biblein reasoning from tbings natural to things spiritual tili we gain, by the study ofmaterial things, true and rational light regarding our spiritual powers. ThisPhysical world is but the Ilshadow of things to corne." Every rock or minerai,every ocean and river, every mounitain and valiey,' every tree and flower, everyl)ird and animal, every insect and butterfly, are but the patterns or symbois oftbings and existences in that spiritual realm in which they find their raisoniPetre. Man bimself in the present state of physical existence is, as regards hisbody, comiposed of iaterial substances which we can analyze, examine andseJ)arate into their comiponent parts. Ki"l im, and the dead body retains stiliail its phlysical substances. Yet not a li.b, Iflot an eyeîid even retains one iotaof li/e. That lias left ils every fibre. 'he real complete man, therefore, mustbe wholly spiritual, and spiritual in every part. Man, in fact, must have-orrather maLn i s-a spirituial formi inhabiting every organ of his physical body-This Spirit, tberefore, is not withouît formi and void, but underlies every portionof him to the mmnutest nerve or organ,-a corresponding spiritual form as real,substanlial and recogniY.alle te other spiritual men as bis physical forin is to itsfellow men. When, therefore, the g/ove of matter is witbdrawn from thesp)iritual hand, that spiritual band stili exists, none tbe iess a hand, for in anywvay deprived of its power or deftness. Man, therefore, exists now as a spiritwîthin a physical covering, drawing te hîmseîf, freim theGetSureo iLife, spirituial life wbereby to animate and lise the physical frane whicb beinhabits while in this world. Is tbis an irrational or unscriptural belief? IlInGod (or from God) we lîve and move and have our being"I was quoted by St.Paul at Athens from one of the ancient Poets, and confirmed by him as triseregarding bimself and other men living in this mnaterial worîd .The change, therefore, from the present life te the future state of existenceis not so great as some suppose. It is but the continuance of our present life,with powers and facilities for working out our will, as much exceln u rsnpowers as will and intellect excel matter. Is this gxee por àreseontconclusion ? Does any one in this age of great engineering epoiersa raioaiselectric teiegraphs and telephones need to be told of the transcendent powerof mind over matter even in this world where the wili must, perforce, act Onand through matteri
Behold then the tenderness, the infinite gentleness and compassion of OurCreator and Saviouir in beginrsing the development of our spiritual faculties inla materiai world.- Here in tbis world, clothed in the grosser formi of matter, welearn tcf use themn more safely, because our powers are irnited by our physicalform. Mis-use of these powers here does indeed bring that consequent miserywhîcb is the inevitable resuit of departure fromn the laws of Our being; but thatmnisery is tempered and lessened by our feebleness in Working out our will.The lesson ii more easiiy learned. The wrong more readily righted. Thespiritual man within us sees and feels at once where error tends, can cease atonce to do that evil physicaîîy by ceasing to wi/l te do it,' thus ceasing to do itspiritually aise. Thus physical good and evil are readily discerned Ilby tb&ifruits," and spiritual good and evil in the inner wiIl, or life, because at onceperceptible. Thus we are gently, tenderly taught by a tempered, tbough oftert

186 THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.


