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The Gnra1 Fuxds to Pay Qne-Third.

Among the resolutions passed by the
Ontario Municipal Association at the
mneeting hield in the city of Hlamilton last
mnontli was the foilowing, respecting the
trontage tax system : " That the Legisla-
ture be asked te, amend the local improve
ment sections of the Municipal Act so as
to empower municipal councils to charge
an equitable proportion of the cost of per-
manient improvemnents to streets, such as
macadam, asphaît, brick or other pave-
ment, to the general expense fund of the
municipality, and to issue debentures for
the same."

This is but a repetition of a suggestion
which has buen previously placed before
the readers of the Municipal World. In
a number of reports to various towns the
Provincial Roads' Commissioner lias also
made the same suggestion and, irn accord-
ance with this, Strathroy taking the i
itiatory step, twenty-seveni petîtions were
presented to the Legisiature just prior to
the la<st session. A bill was framed, fout
owing to the opposition of several of the
larger cities it was withdrawn. The
ground of opposition taken by these was
that, having spent large sums, and paved
a great many streets under the old systern,
it would be unfair to relieve a few favored
streets at the expens~e of ail the others;-
whule for the cities to assume rebponsi-
bility for past expenditure woul place too
great a burden on the general funds.
1-owever, there is no doubt that a plan
can bce framed whereby cities and towns
when first adopting the system, cari pro-
vide that the general funds shall bear a
portion of the cost. Or, in municipalities
wliere the systen lias been in operation, a
favorable vote of the freeholders should
bie sufficient to guarantee the advisability
of the change.id yb-aIt would lie well to provid yb-a
for the payment of say one thircl of the
cost of all street improvements out of the
general funds. Wlien the Act was framed
littie interest was taken in tlie question of
street ù-nprovement, and the intention wa.s
undoubtedly to permit tlie residents on
Certain streets, desiring their improve-
mient, to have it made and the payments
extended over a term of years;- the prin-
cîple being to allow them to get what tliey
wanted and pay for it. This was taken
advantage of by the more progressive
citizens, but very seldom in a general way.
With the changes of time and conditions,
the demand to-day for improved streets is
general, and no systemi sliould be adopted
which will flot, to a reasonable extent,
provide for this.

No improvement can be made upon the
sret of a eity or town witbout benefitting

the whole p~lace. The nature, and con-
sequently the cost of these improvements,
should bie prOportionate to the service
which they render, and should flot bie
wholly regulated according to 'the desire
of the owners. Before any worlt is under-
taken a comprehensive plan of the muni-
cipal*ty outliiiing the chrce of the

improvements proposed for the différent
streets, width of roadway, location of side-
walks, estimated cost, should bie prepared,
and followed as nearly as possible. The
liighest assessed property, wliere the most
expensive pavement is required, pays a
proportionately great share of the cost of
that pavement as weil as of the least ex-
pensive pavement.

Street intersections should in addition
lie charged to the general funds, otherwise
a street first undertaking improvements
woull bie cliarge4i with ail intersections,
and other streets crossing this and
subsequently undertaking improvements
would be relieved from the cost of these
street intersections.

Sewers and Street lmprovements.

Jil spite of the fact that street 1improve-
ment is s0 highly beneficial to tlie wellare
of every village, town and city, the first
steps towards the introduction of such a
measure are frquently met with severe
criticism and opposition. Among the
ob)jections miost freqluently taken, in muni-
cipalities where a sewerage system has flot
yet been installed, is that the construction
of sewers should precedle the building of
macadam or other first-class roadways.
The objection can well be taken ini some
cases. It would certainly lie folly to go to
the expense of paving a street and within
a year or two to very largely destroy this
work by opening a trench down the centre
for the purpose of layîng a sewer. It is,
however, equally unreasonable to urge that
street improvement lie delayed when there
is littie, if any, prospect of a sewer being
required for a period of perhaps eight or
ten years. Sewers are requiréd more often
th an property owne rs 'are inclined to ad-
mit or suspect, and it Is always well liefore
undertaking street improvement to give
the question of sewerage thorougli con-
sideration.

It is sometimes urged, too, that street
construction should lie delayed for a year
or more after the laying (,f sewers in order
that the earth in trenches may have time
toi settle, This, too,is quite unnecessary,if
proper attention is paid to the restoration
of the earth to the trenclies, If a suffi-
Cient degret of attention is paid to thîs
portion of the work ai the earîli taken
from trenches, and more, cari le placed in
it, for there is a certain shrinkage of the
earth whicb varies witli the character of
the soul. Ail that is required is thorough
pounding of the earth.

If the eartli is carelessly placed in the
trench settiements are apt to occur for any
numnber of years after the completion of
the work, and necither ont or two years is
sufficient to save the pavement from irljury
in this respect. By restoring the earth
wîth a reasonable amourtt of care there is
every necessary degree of safety in mac-
adamizing the street at any time thereafter.
The following season should certainjy pro-
vidIe against any dage front etmn.

No special exhibit on the fair graund at
Toronto this year appeared to attract more
-genuine attention than the very large dis-
play of roadmaking machinery. Muicipal
counicillors, engineers and rnad commiss-
ioners spenit bQurs watchixig the différent
machines in operation, 'comparing the
merits of each. 1. this way couiils
are in a better position to maire a selec-
tion, and xnany sales have been made by
the maritifacturers. Many cominittees
bave returned to report to the counicils as
to tht selection to lie made with a view to
completing the purcbase at a later da>y.

Wben the first special exhbitofti
machinery was made three years ago, peo-
ple viewed it througb curiosity. To- day
it is examined largely by men iappointed
by counicils, not te study their germeral
utility, but to select the machine most
suitable for their requirements. The Pro-
vincial Road Commissioner's office oni the
grounds was visited hy a large number of
municipal officiais anxious to report the
reforms made in their system;- the cern-
pleteness of their outfits, and the large
amount of satisfactory wotk wbicb they
now are doing. That prejudice should he
cbanged into sympathy ; that the stone
bammer and drag scraper aimould be laid
aside, and that modern graders, roc*-
crushers and roflers should be substittited;
that statute lalior sbould be abolished, and
a workable system adoptcd in its stea4,
are tht reforms to be desired, *bkch are
steadily gaining ground.

Brick Pavei*mn.

and tbree-quarter mile in length, were
laid tin Coluuflts, Ohio, duririg 1898. In
the anrmal report of the chiet enee-r,
Jiilian Griggs, of the Deaient.of Pub-
lic lmrprovernents, tht folwing intres-
ing satee are made: " The t ctc
of determixting the character of th ick~
offéred for street pavements by submit-
sêmples to the standard raig test aopt-
edliy the National B-ikaes Associa
tnon, lias been cesflinued, and has tne
to improve -tht qult of brick used fo>r

of a year ago for the use cf concrete feun-
dationr ini street improvements, instead of
broken stone, bas not found any respose
ini a change of practce ; in the mean&tme,
a very good objeet kesson on the wisdom
of such change cari be seen in the pave-
ment oif Fifth Avenue, wbich bas gorte to
pieces, and the brick, broken stone and

bam just purchased an outto oawk

ing machunery, -nldn okcuhr
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