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Several circumstamces have combined of late
to bring the office of City Building Inspector
prominently before the public. When on the 3rd
of April a newly erected water tank on the top
of a building in St. Paul Street collapsed, re-
sulting in the death of a young woman employed
in the building, many indignant protests were
heard on all sides regarding the looseness with
which such operations were controlled. A little
previously another tank had collapsed in
somewhat similar circumstances, though with-
out any fatal eflects. Two such accidents within
a few days make a strong appeal for public con-
trol. If care for their own reputation amd for
the lives and properties of their employers is not
sufficient to compel constructers to make safe
their work, then the civic authorities may very
well be expected to step in. The Building Inspec-
tor, when appealed to in the matter, points out
that his department consists of himself and one
assistant; and it is obvious that a department of
this size cannot be expected tc keep touch with
all operations, including the construction of
buildings, and the installation of sprinkler and
other plant therein; to calculate the strain on
every stick and stone which builders propose to
employ, and finally to see that, when rightly
calculated, the members of structures are ac-
cording to all the calculations and requirements
of the case. In connection with the tank trouble,
the Builders’ FExchange has come forward with
the suggestion that the erection and inspection of
these tanks should be undertaken somewhat on
the lines of boiler inspection, and this may be
the right and proper solution of this particular
difficulty; but it does not touch the general
weakness of the present state of affairs, which
leaves it till some such tragedy as the present
has occurred before there is any reasonable
chance of proper precautions being observed or
compelled in such cases.

Another matter in this connection that has
been much before us lately is the question of
dark rooms in dwelling houses. It is stated
that houses with rooms that have no direct
communication with the outer air are being
erected by hundreds. If in such an important
and obvious matter as this the laws of hygiene
are being so completely set at naught, what
hope can we have that “in lesser matters the
poorer class of tenants are given a chance for
healthy living. We pass by-laws prohibiting
spitting on the sidewalk, and at the same time
permit consumption and other mortal diseases to
be forced upon the poor man by the airless rooms
he must rent. Again, the Building Inspector
points to the extent of his stafl, and to the fact
that fire risks and not sanitation are his special
department. There is a Health Department to
which he reports cases of unsanitary arrange-
ment. The civic health officer declares he can
take no action because the by-laws only demand
that ‘‘habitable’” rooms be properly ventilated,
and the city attorneys’ interpret ‘‘habitable” as
meaning ‘“‘actually inhabited.” Meanwhile in all
ordinary rational” walks of life ‘‘habitable” can
only mean ‘“‘capable of being inhabited,” and the
difference of interpretation is responsible for the
ill-health and premature death of hundreds.

Now towards the efficient inspection and care
of buildings there is one very obvious initial
step which, simple as it is, would go a long way
towards improving the present unsatisfactory
state of things. This is the deposition at the
Building Inspector’s office of plans of all build-
ings about to be erected or altered. Considering
how often this has been advocated by individuals,
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