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TO PROMOTE AGRICULTURE IN THIE WEST

Many Novel Suggestions Made by Canadian Problenis
Club,. o! Winnipeg

Varions regulations regairing the sale uni tax-,ation of
agricultural ldndý Lin thtu !ls',ave been dlscussed by tht
Lanadian Prioblinis Ulub, of \%iunipeg. Thi, o.rgailation ib
Compa1)bd t suomt. 4ot 11 the leadîg (iîen f W\1,innpeg, in-
cludînig several meîiiiberbý ut thtc stafl of \M.tiitobl Unliversity,
piurnalUsts and butiiiiu- anld professioiiI monei.

Smne of thic recoimmrendationsý have beeni ouutlined 'to 7t:
Münetary Times by Mr. L. J. TFarr, wvho i,, onte of tht active
iinemrbers, asfolw

"l'ht Canadiani Problenisý Club of Wýiinpug recorinienidt
'that legisiation be enacted by thrir iaue of eacli A tht
'thrce prairie provinces. Thtli general objects of tht suggestedi
legîsiationi are: la) the proniotion of land catinment; (b)
ilhe encouragemient of iirnmiigra>in by tht introduction of a
iegula'tîng inftluece iniftht scllirig price of lanid; Jc) the con-
sequent inerease lin prdcin d> tht formiation of a reas-
taiable basîs, for a miorecopeniv land settlcnment schemne
w îth possible govrnne trchasie and goverameLnt aid as a
p 'ult of close co-opueai betweeni thte D)omlinion and pro-
vincial goverîinents

Ili. Thtli owýner of caulh parcel of idle agricultural land
shaîl bc rcquired, onl or beIfore June _3oth, 1919), ta fix a seli-
inig price for saine, suich price to bc filed by tht owner with
the clerk of thtý munici'pa[ity- in, which thlt land is situated.
'Ile agrieulturi land'l wyould bc detinled il, tht statute and
at uniforni definitionl in thte three priovinces wvould bc desir-
aible, altholugh neut ncsa

"ý2. In1 thtc cvent of thte ownler failing tu fix thec price,
flht sanie shail be f'ixedi by the governnient, through provin-
cial assessors or miuicl:il assessýors. or in anyv other eqUit-
aible nainner. This asisessmevnt %vou-ld be comnparativvly
bimlple on1 alccount or 'the price level whîchl \wouLd have been
precviously set by tht o%\ntrs not dtIfaltinllg in the fixing of
prce S.

"13. Tht, pries fixed under i and 2, shail bc returned by
thte municipal clerks, to tht municipal comissioner who shaîl
hiave saine classitled and printed in bookiet forini and ready
for ditibt ont later than Noveniiber 3oth lin each ytar.
Kniowledge that tverv\ parcel of land in WVestern Canada hiad
a1 readily ascertainiel) flxed price attached thereto would un-
,dotabttdly influience a great :iiany American f armers ta, col',t
up and look over flht etterings of land, whoc would mlot think
utf goîng te 'the trouble and expense of mnakinj tht trip if
>ueh a ready mecans of inivestigittinig the. situation weure not
provided. TÉhis list would, doubtiess, al,,o be madle use of
by the Department of thtc Interior in connrection with its lists
ýui available wvild lands wvhieh it already has under prepara-
tion. These Dominion goverrament lista would be of niuch
greater value 'when acop'idwih information as 'ta lixed
selling prices. Thtli fixing of a selîng price for a definitec

ý'term would stimulate immigration and settlemant generally.
For example, an Amecrican settler could readily ascertain just
\%hab lands wecre available around lm andi would know that
~the pnice was fiirtd sa that it could mot be raîsed as soan as
Iiny intereat %ýas displayeti by an intending purchaser, and
such Amiericân set'tler would bc fret te correspond with
friends in 'the. vicinity of hîs former homef settirig forth the
advantages of uioving ta Canada. Tht improved social con-
ditions for hiniself would be ample inicentive for such a mnan
te do his best ta have fniends settit in his district aroun)d
bum.

114. Tht witd land tax shahl be ltvied on tht selling price
a.- fixed under i and 2 inistead of on- assessments as provîded

:in prescrit legislation. This would have a regulating influ-
,ence on tht fixing oif thf, price by ewners under i. Arn owner
,even though desîrous of avoiding taxation could met afford
-ta nisk namning a price Iower 'than tha't at which hie would
be willing ta seil. Sanie owners migh't marme hîgher pricta
in order ta avoid tht possibilitv of an early sale, but wculd,
as a resuit, increase 'their taix burden and consequen'tly the
provincial revenue, without nullifying tht gencral abjects of
tht legisiatian, because the number of such owners would
not be sufficien'tly large ta retard seutlemen't. In general tht
'tendency would likely bc for an owlner to fix a reasornable

"sc '.'. Tht pnice fixed under i and 2 -hall hold fram janu-
ary Jst, 1020, until Decembher 315t, iQ2i, and shail continue
in force 'there.after until changed bv 'the owner. Tht price
-for any subsequent calcndar year mnay be fixed by the ewner

prior- ti junle 3oth of the precedinig year. It is advisable to
have notice of change given six anonthsý ahead, so as tu give
the governmenit ample time to comrplete hie, lists oft lands
.avail.ible unider 3, and also desjrable in order that intending
p)ur-cliaers for cultivation may have sufficienit certainty as to
Ilt availability of thle land.

1-6. Thei Dominion guvernmienit, the pl,ricial goveran-
ient, or any individual or corporation, shali have 'the riglit
,-,, purchase any parcel of idie lan-d at thet ixed selling price,
provided full paymentrt bc made in caish. Although the prîce
w\ould bc an, ail cash price, therie would be several xnethods
b> \vhich a mnan could bu\. lit might have sufficient cash-
if iut, hie iinight raise a boan on his farin adjoining the land
%%Ihich hle proposed ta purchase. The loan might cover both
prope)rties and resùlt iii enough money being raised to pay
for 'the new property. The purchaser mÎght have some cash
aind be able to borrow enough to pay the balance of the pur-
chase pr ice. Even though the owner of the land is not limîited
from charging a higher price when selling on,. terins, yet the
fixing of an ail cash price which would be readily ascertain-
able by anyone would have a regulating influence on the
term price 'ta be charged.

7. Amy purchaser shail have the right to purchase
through the Land Tities Registriir in whose district the land
is situate by payîng to tht registrar a deposit of ten txo) Ver
cent. of the purchase price and fllinig an affidavit of inten-
tion to purchase. The balance of thlic price shail be paid to
thi registrar within sixty (6o) days and, in the event of de-
fault the deposit shall be forfeited and paid ta the consoli-
datedi revenue fund of the province. The registrar shall pay
the purchase price ta the owner or distribute it amongst the
encumbrances entitled ta it, and from the purchase price there
shall be deducted by 'the registra.r one (i ) per cent. for assur-
iince fund and expense purposes. it is necessary to make pro-
vision for 'the purchase af land through the registrar or somne
other governiment official so as to make it impossible for
owners ta unduly hainper the purdiase of land and also to
avoid delay ini the event of non-resident owners and <ther
owners mot readily accessible. Such a provision vvculd also
be necessary for the protection o>f purchasers in flhc event of
comnplicated titles,

118. At any tixat before the filing by a purchaser of am
affidavit under 'the Provision cf 7, the owner of any piece af
idît land shall bc entitled 'ta withdraw 'the sanie froni sale by
filing wvith the regîstrar an affidavit of intention te improve,
and ina goverrinent, persan or corporation shall have tht right
te purchase the said land i.nder -the termis of this legislation
within a period of six rnonths from tht fihing of such affdavit.
Tht owner upon sa filing an affidavit shall mot be entitled to,
an increase ln the price of tht land for the next following
calendar year. Provision cf this mefure is necessary for tht
protection of owners desiring ta improve their land and the
denial of the right ta increase the price is necessary in order
ta preveint the filing of affidavits of intention 'to improve
nierely for the purpose of preventing the land from being
sold, On the other hand, if tht intention to improveisbn
fide, tht absence of 'tht right ta increase 'the price does not
prejudice the owxitr.

"cg. lIn the event of ain owner defaul'ting in the making
of the ixuprovemretits hie shail have tht privilege of at any 'tirne
applying 'to a judgt ior an order allowing frira 't again file
an affidavit of intention 'te improve. Tht judge shail grant s;uch
an order only when satisfied as, 't the bona fides n4 the first
affidavit as well as the bona fides of the intention ta improve
under the ternis of the proposed second affidavit. If tht order
be gran'ted, tht second nifidavit miay be filed wi'th the, sa-me

,e, qthe first one, but in no event shall tht awntr be
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