Sk THE MONETARY TIMES
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Comparison of Foreign Trade—Canadian Commerce
with the Orient is in its Infancy—Importance
of Future Development.

By Seizabura Shimizu, H.1.J.M’s Consul-Ceneral for the
Dominion of Canada.

(Specially Written for the Monetary Times.)

While Canada has increased the volume of her foreign
trade by leaps and bounds in recént years, Japan has in-
creased her foreign trade within the last decade from little
over two hundred million to nearly five hundred million dol-
lars. While Canada exports fifty or sixty million dollars
worth of agricultural products annually, Japan imports every
year cereals amounting to over twenty-five million dollars.
While Canada exports annually forty million dollars from her
mines. Japan imports every year over twenty-five million dol-
lars worth of metals and manufactures thereof. Would it notbe
strange, then, if Canada did not exert her best efforts in
future to develop her exports towards this direction ?

It is for this reason mainly that the statesmen and far-
sighted captains of industries of the two coununies have been
endeavouring to develop the good-will and friendship be-
tween them. It was for this reason that Cunada, at great
cost, displayed her fine exhibition at the Osaka Exposition
in 1003. It was for this reason that. the Commercial Treaty
was made effective between Japan and Canada in 1906.

Possibilities of the Future.

When the Canadian West is more thickly populated
and the ever-increasing crops are harvested; when the enor-
mous mineral resources of British Columbia are developed
more fully; when trains running daily over the National
Trans-Continental line between the two oceans side by side
with those of the great Canadian Pacific Railway; and when
steamers of up-to-date accommodation are placed between the
northern point of the British Columbian coast and the Orient ;
then, the markets for Canadian farm, mines and forest pro-
ducts will have to be sought in the Orient. And it does not
take a prophet to foresee how the commercial relations of
Canada with the Orient will be at that date.

In order to substantiate what is stated above, it will be
interesting to look into the figures. According to official
returns, the total sum of merchandise imported into Japan
in the last calender year amounted to $247,233,673, as is
shown in the following table. The figures are given in

thousands.
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It is also interesting to note the principal exports of
Japan. The official returns of exports for 1907 amount to
$216,206,437. This is shown in the following table, the

figures being given in thousands:—
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Pniont Conditions of the Trade.

The trade between Canada and Japan at presentis still in
its infancy. But as the possibilites of the future development

are obviously ‘as great as above demonstrated, the infant‘ %

exist if the trade is to be fo :

stered. It is >
panese trade with Great Britain ang the 1I)Jynistu fih wbindtlg
tained such lal—ge PTODOrtions. i 1te States has. at-

former amount to sixty millio dOunnual mports from the

latter to forty or fifty million dO“arsars, and those from the

Tea, the great ite i
¥ 2 : m of i :
in the Canadian markets < O™t ffom Japan has declined

. S Since
Indian teas. Ten years ago, th;hzn'givent of Ceylon and

ese tea was over ten million al import of Japan-
iae 0 g
over one million and half of I:lolhnzg'z’ o e amounting to

receded to about four mi In recent years it has
: On pounds, the :

to only six hundred thousand dollars - thusvalzl}fe agggﬁggqi

4 > 1

this item alone is one milli
A illion dollars,
:fnpt;rtsofrm?.]apan of rice, silks, campﬁ; tilue Other hand
Ings, porcelain wares, linen drayy orks & e and mat-
have increased gradually, » and other articles

decline of tea. thus filling up tRe gap made by the

Canadian Exports to Japan.

Ten years ago, ex
- : 3 ports to Japan fr .
significant, amounting to g little over ogénhCanada were in-
dollars. To-day, they amount undred thousand
lars.  If these figures are no
in meaning.

The export of Canadia

L n flour t ;
the visit to Japan by the Hon, Mr. osyjiian,lr}nﬁugurated by
ago, amé)un}::s to thirty thousang barrels }V;al 1sde1- S s
dred and thirty thoysan_d dollars; fig e’ry l;gd at one hun-
to Japanese enterprise in Britisl, Colum ip ucts, thanks
two (in some years, three) hundred s a(i amounting to
from the smelters of British Columbia and dollars. T ead

thousand dollars; the foress 13, 1s over two hundred
; s of th ; S

ducts worth sixty or seventy thossiilge provmce}send 'pﬁ)-
: specially

signiﬁcapt is the export of C
{;’é"“gh ltG was started only aftelf’1 Igs;zgacfor;izgs?d milk, al-
between Great Britain and Japan in Tuly, 4808 in the treaty
it was 1mpossible for Canadian condensed Tilic ntil then,
against the American goods in the ] sed milk to compete
former has been barred from enjoyin

rates of the preferentia] tariff,
Increasing Appetite for Foodstuffs

Although the present volu ;

0 ; me
papada is still not large, the posgiéli‘fi?e ggtyveen Japan and
1s immense. ~ While the demang for fosc;dstu
enormousd and growing every year, the resources of i
tural products in Canada is bractically limitless A 3gr1cpl-
serving as the granary for the British Igle : e
countries, Canada yaEnd
West could feed millions in the Ori
ent. i

of the products of the fisheries and forestsTgﬁdsan'le g
ex.chang’e, Japan can send to Canada silk, tea ?imes. i
lain wares and various kinds of fine arts tilat ar el i
ably produced in Canada. Tt will be well therefe S
these possibilites always in view when tl’le tr dore, e
relations between Japan and Canada are beingacg apdd g
How the Trade Now Stands. e

The ofﬁcia} statistics of the internation
the two countries are as follows, Imports i
Japan for the fiscal year ended March 31,

al trade between
nto Canada from

#25 1908 : —
Tticles Qli‘}{)ntit}’- Value.

Rice, uncleaned, unhulled or padd ¥
Brooms and brushes ......... 1:.)....3,.'.‘”,904’618 $ 346,607
Carpets, mats and 3T e b BT s e 324232
@oal, icakerrerelin. | SRR R BT 62,128
Cotton. and manufactures of...... . 't 52,208
Drugs, dyes, chemicals, elcs. &y oa """ 21,850
Earthenware and chinaware ..., ... '~ 3,242
Fancy 'goodg ORI Sus T R s faen ot 02
Flax, hemp, jute and manufactures of §°’§‘5
Nuts, all ]](mds PN ST A 500,643 25’ g’
Oranges, lemons and limes..... . A
Bk Sdthing LT TR Ny e 26,658
SRk Ceahebh o be e e e 43,545
Stk BandEerehvers s auags oo T cie it s 276,082
Raw: sillt and-otherg i S Lot U an e v a7
WLCR e s 4 R LTI SRI  bdp E  e 40,403
Vegetahiles . .0 il o i 4,271,305 657,450
‘All other articles imported i pn e RO, 25,879
S e 206,207
Total imports (merchanﬂise) e $\_
Imports for 1907 (nine months) ... 5 i
Imports for 1906 .......... e e Tane o B8 a8
Imports for 1905 -..... T PR L 1,662,929
Imports for 1904 ........ . " g Ry AT 1,014,787
Imports for 1903" .ol . seTeb T giae e 1*938’801
""""" plsenins 1,4 75451
- Grand total imPorts for 5 years ang 9 mos, W
: \’9_&2

(Continued on Page. 653.)

A

S s




