
him to stand to the east of Metz, and
when the Germans advanced he was to
threaten their flank. It was verv sound
as;Tar as it went ; but abouit this time
Napoleon bad completèly lnst his head.
He was being eternally bothered from
Paris by the press, causing him to issue
contradictory orders ; and finaliv he or-
dered Bazaine to retreat to Verdun, and
to try and combine with MacMabon. On
August J4tb, Bazaine was retreating
throuçcrb Metz, ciosely followed t>y the first
and second German armies. He passed
t'irough Metz very slnwlv, bis baggalge
waggons having difficulty in gettinz
tbrougb the narrow streets, which caused
him to delay, with the result thit, when
the greater portion of bis forces had got
across the Moselle. the rear portion was
attacked by the advance Ruard of the first
German army, the seventh corps. Upon
this Bazaine halted, and sent the first
and second French corps back through
Metz to resist the German attack, and the
battie of Borny, or Colornhey, as it is
sometimes called, occurred. It was practi-
caiiy a drawn battie, but so far as the
tactical fighting waç concerned, it rnie'ht
be considered a Frenh victory. This
had the effect of insp)iriting the French
and infusing a certain ainounit of morale
into them. Stralegically, it was one of
the worst blunders ever cornmitted, be-
cause the deiay Bazaine made in Metz
aliowed* the German armies to approach
him.

While thîs battie was going on, the
rest of the first and second German armies
were advancinz in the direction of Pont-
a-Mousson. They crossed the Meuse
there, and wheeled up to the north. They
left behind one corps to watch the east
of Metz. Bazaine, wvho was nowv cut off,
was naturally obliged to face theni. which
he dîd, and on the 16th August occurred
the battle of Rezonville, between the flrst
and second German armies and Bazai-
ne's forces. It îvas an extremely severe
battle. The F~rench were superior in
numbers, and attacked the Germans as
they arrived on the ground. They out-
flanked the Germans' rizht, and were
very nearly dividinz. tbem, until the
celebrated cavalry charge at Mays-la-
Tour took place, in which an entire
troop of German cavalry sacrificed them-
selves, in order to delay the French until
assistance camne up. Practically, the
battie was a drawn one tactically, and
yet strategicallv, it was a victory for the
Germans, because it effectuaily stopped
Bazaine's retreat further than VTerdun.
After the battie Bazaine pîvoted bis
army round on the left, and forrned up
facing to Verdun, bis back to Metz. The
Germans cbntir.ued to wheel theirarmies
and carne round and fiaced him, thes
effectuaily cutting hîmi off fromn Verdun.
I-is extrerne r:'-ht wvas at Roncourt, bis
left at Gravelotte, an extremely natural
position. But, iith the extraordinary
forces the Gernians had ail along, the
French were outnurnbered two to one,
and after one of the mnost bloody bat ties
of modern îimes-Gravelotte--iazaine's
forces were driven back into Met z. T1he
French lost the battie Iargely from the
fact that their reserve dîd flot support
their left, and their rîght was practically
cut off. 0f the ten corps which formed
the two German armies, seven were told
off to invest Metz. There was practically
a circie being formed round it-and the
three remainîng corps were formed into
a separate army, called the foui îh, under
the Crown Prince of Saxony. It îvas
ordered to advance on V'erdun ; 50 that
we now have the third and fourth Ger-
man armies advancing in échelon. Stras-
bourg and a number of the small places
arouind were învested, and Metz was
practically so. That was the situation
on the i8th Augtist. The lormit] invest-

ment of Metz had not taken place vet ;
but the Gernman troops were closing
around il.

We wil now leave Metz for a while.
MacMahon had been organizing bis
troops ail this lime ana trying to get bis
140,000 men iuto fairly efficient condition.
Von Moltke, knowing of thîs concentra-
tion at Chalons, expected the course of
events would be that MacMahon would
take a position at Troyes, and so be able
to tireaten the German flank wben the
army advanced towards Paris. This
would give him the wbole of the south of
France at bis back, and the Germans
would flot be able to pass by him. But
supposing that be did flot stand at Troyes,
Moltke thougbt lhe would stand at
Rheims. Moltke was flot prepared f3r
the apparently suicidai course that Mac-
Mahon took. But it wvas not bis fauiî.
He was largeiy forced to take the uine lie
did by pressure from Paris. He was or-
dered to relieve Bazaine at Metz, and
pursuant to that order he started 10
inarchi towards that citv. It wvas now
that lie cominenced to make a mîistake
himnself. le lhad two hunes of advance,
one of wbicb ivas possible, the other im-
possible ; and lie chose the impossible.
He advanced aionq the northern line by
way of Rheims, Rethel and Vouzieres.
lie had received dispatches fromi Bazane
to say that about the 26th or 27(h of
August he wouid make a great sortie
fromn Metz, and would try and comibine
with MacMabon in the neighborhood of
Montmedy. Therefore, MacMahon de-
cided to march north. By doinz so hie
exposed bis right flank 10 the German
arrny. As soon as the Germans saw
wbat lhe was up to, they executed wbat is
known as "the great strategic wvbeel,"
one of the mnost remarkable exam pIes of
nîanoeuvring which lias been known in
the history of the world. In two days
they altered tiîeir uine of mai-ch to one
exactly at right angles to their previous
direction. This looks very simple on
paper. lBu, think what il nîieant ! It
mneant an entire chanze of direction and
an entire change of the wiîole supply
systemi. Nothîng but tue niosî inarvel-
lously perfect organization could bave
enabled it 10 be done. TIhe third and
fourth Gernian arniies were turned up
north to strikze MacMahon in the flank.
Tlieir idea îvas that the fourth ariny
shouid advance up along the line of tbe
River Meuse, and stop NfacNahon.
Meanwhile, the third army wvas to coîne
up and fail on is flank in the rear, and
together they ivere to di-ive Ibiii utp
against the frontier. MacMabon ad-
vanced in this northerly direction, and
îvben hie got 10 Beauniont, on the 28th
Augtist, hie as attacked by the (ourdi
army, and bis forces îvere driven down
the Meuse un the direction of Sedan.
The third arnmy came up on his flank in
the rear, and on the 3 1st August be îvas
driven into Sedan. These two armies
closed in, the fourth on the east and the
third on the other tlîree sides, sbutting
biiii in comipletely. Sedan lies in a sort
of bollow. Tlîe French were in the bol.
lov, and the Germans were around. The
battle of Sedan ensuied tlhe next day.
The French were caugbî in a trap and
were utterly unabie to resist the artillery,
and 185,ooo nmen, as well as the Emperor
Napolcon, surrendered.

The two sorties fromi Metz en1 tle 3ist
Atigust and is*t Septemiber failed and
Metz itself capitulated on October 27011.

The whole of the French field arîny
liad been either wiped out or captured,
and wîth the capture of the Eunperor
himself at Sedan, naturally the Empire
camne to an end. The field ariniies being
dispersed, France was practîcally pros-
trate at the feet of Germany.

The Germans had six forces investing

Metz. The remaining -240.000 men
marcbed on Paris, and on September
17th Paris was invested.

As 1 bave te discuss sbortly the strate-
gîc lessorus of the campaign, 1 arn unable
te carry the course of hostilities further;
but, as you knowv, îbev lasted untii Feb-
ruary 231h, wben Paris capituiated and
the treaty of Frankfort, in wbîch the
ternis of peace were settled, was sivrncd
on May iotb, 1871, with the niost disas-
trous results te France. By it îbey lost
the whole of Alsace and the whole of Loi.-
raine, inciuding the great tortresses of
Strasburg and Metz, and had to pay an
indemnity of a thousand mililion dollars.
They iost 385,000 umen and i î,Soeomf-
cers, besides i 00,000 men wvho wvere
driven te Switzerland and lay down their
arms there. They lost over r ,6oo field
guns, 3,500 garrison guns, 6oo,ooo rifles,
and about one-tlîîrd of France was in the
occupation of Germiany. Sucb a big
prostration bas neyer been seen in the
wvorld's hîstory.

Let us turn to soine of the strategîcal
lessons that we may learn from thîs cani-
pain ; let us look at some of the most
obvions errors miade, and see bow thev
mrgbî bave been remedied. 'l'le ir t
great fundamentai error was the total
unpreparedness of France for war. She
provoked the conflîct. The next err' r
was wbien the French saw that they coud
flot assume the offensive, tbey sbould
have adopted a reasonable com-promise,
and taken up a strong line and await d
an attack, instead of whicb they headd
te Alsace and Lorraine, wlien it becan? e
evident that they could not boid out
without beîng destroyed.

To take tue errors of individuiais. 1-ere
îvas MacMahon at W\oertb and Wiessen-
burg. At the flrst place be exposed one
division of bis forces to the attack of the
entire third German ar-my, with consc-
çlIdent annihilation, and when figbting at
Woerb-of course, it was not lus faulu-
be did not get support, as bad been sup-
posed bie would, (rom the flftb corpr.
'rhat wvas a case of want of mutual su ,-
port between portions of tbe French
arnîy. When bie retreated be did s0e ith
very extraordinary precipitation. Suir-
posing that lie bad retreated for an alniiost
unusuaily long distance, lie could bave
taken up a position along the line of the
Moselle, and extended bis lefu. te act witlî
Bazamne, and together tlîey couid bave
formed a uine along the Moselle ready to
oppose the (;ernians, îvbo would have
found it difficulu. te îurn tlîeii out. But
instead of reureating towvards Bazaine, hie
retreated away fromi him. Agatn, wbtn
at \Voerth lhe îrîed te cover two separate
objecs-Bitscb and Strasburg-witb the
resulu. that hie covered neither. He was
trying te do t00 much aitogether. \Vben
he got back te Chalons and organized lus
ariy, it migbî bave been supposed that
be would inake sonie good use of it. Na-
poleon 1I1. was nom unally in supreine
comîîîand ; but he did notbing with bis
army. His great uncle, witb an army
like that would have cleared ouItue
wbole German forces. \Vitlh o,ooo mnen
lie stood against the whole of Europe.
But Napolcon 111. was a perfect parody
comioared with bis great uncle, and this
big force, which bad ample tune te or-
ganize, wvas conupletely wasted. He
handed it to MacMabon, wbo was not te
blamie for net îaking up a sound strate-
gical position at Troyes, andl opposing
tue Germnans. Ile as forced to advance
towards Metz ; but hie dîd it in a siticidaI
inanner. He liad only two routes. By
taking the nortbern one lie took 100 small
an area, and bad no rooni te get out of
thue Germans' way, if hie were attacked.
At Sedan he ivas only four miles from the
frontier, and wvhen duiven out be could
do notbing but eithuer lay down armis or
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