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the Imperial Army and Navy, and the names are many of
them familiar a: those of the families most prominent in
connection with the Voluntecr service in Canada at
The ofticers the Cana-
dian voyagems on the Nile are specially mentioned,
and there is a list of the Loyal Military College graduates
now serving, with the names of ctheir corps. The book is
one which should be in every Canadian library, and it is to
be hoped that its reception will be such as to encourage
further work in the same divection.

present. who served with

EXPERIENCES AT OKEHAMPTON IN 1890.

(Extract from Lecture by Captain W. L. White, R.A))

The practice of this year at Okchampton shows, in some
respects, a marked improvement over that of last year,
especially in the direction of fire discipline. The batteries
were worked more smoothly and consequently more quick-
ly, all ranks seemed to have a much more thorough grasp of
the principles of the system of ranging than is shown by
the reports of 1889. Having thus Appdrent]y got the rudi-
ments engrained we may now hope to proceed with per-
fecting the system and accelerating the process, not by
elaborating, but by simplyfying it. Here let me remark
that many officers bring much deep thought and long expe-
rience to bear upon the subject, but so many of them stum-
ble into the pit-falls which some of our continental brethren,
who took to the modern system of tire discipline some 1ears
before we did, have already fallen into. It is ditliculs for
the uninitiated to formulate a theory if he is only acquainted
with results and not with the principles which underlie
them, and it is difficalt to arvive at these principles by anal-
ysis when reading works which only deal with results. The
best works that I know of for dealing with these principles
in a simple way, and which shsuld be studied in order to
avoid false principles and exploded errors, are Lottin’s
“Etude sur le Tir d'une Batterie de Campagne” and von
Rohne’s work on ¢ Artillery five,” which latter may be got
cither in French or Germun.

During the past year there does not appear to have been
any advance in the accuracy of laying, though there was no
falling off, and the average range was longer, in the case of
infantry targets, by nearly 300 yards, and in the aggregate
by nearly 100 yards. The vate of fire has increased, how-
ever, by 42 per cent., and, as there has been no falling off
in the accuracy of the laying, the result may bLe taken as
1 not unsatisfactory, but I shall pomt oud in what respects
{ there is still room for improvement. The distribution of
| fire still leaves much to be desived.

It is natural that those points which were ¢ noticed durit g
the practice of 1889 as requiring improvement, and which
were set forth in the ¢ lnstructions for Practice” for 1890,
should have attra  ted the attention of officers commanding
batteries, we will, therefore, take them seriatim and see
what fruit the criticism has brought forth.

“(e.) As a rule, unnecessary exposure in taking up pos-
Jition. This was specially noticeable on the part of the
4 Commanding Officer and his staff, and vange-takers.”

4 In this respect theve has heen an improvement, especially
4 1n the positions taken up vy the batteries, which have been
g more in conformity with the requirements of service. In-
4 deed, the Caunp Commandant, in his report on the fivst in-
4 structional course of cavalry and infantvy officers, mentions,
388 one of the points noticed by the course :—* The smallness
§ of the target presented by u battery in action, as seen from
the range. This shows, incidentally, that tne butteries,
{ when at practice, made a proper use of the features of the
-4 ground.”

‘1 The indictment against the C. O. and his stafl still, how-
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ever, remains to a certain extent, though there has heen an
improvement. The appearance of one or two horseren on
a position at a longe range, if they remained fairly still,
might easily, if seen at all, be mistaken for a cavalry vedette,
but the dodging back wards and forwards of the range-takers
to find & suitable bate, and up and down it when found, is
a certain indication of the coming advent of the batteries.
More care should, therefore, be taken to keep these men
under cover.

A battery coming into action is most conspicuous when
the teams reverse before the guns arve unlimbered, this, as
pointed out in the drill regulations, should be done, when
possible, under cover, and the guus run up by hand. No
doubt this will often throw severe work on the deta.chments,
but it is work that must be done if we wish to take up our
position without being disturbed by the enemy’s fire and to
get the start of him in ranging, upon which, probably, the
issue of the combat will depend.

There is a tendency, too, when possible, to slightly de-
crease the interval between the guns at practice to render
the command easier, this should be discouraged most stren-
uously. There are, no doubt, occasions when, to facilitate
observation, the interval between the guns must be decreased
in order to increase those between the batteries, buy this
must be looked upon as an unavoidable wmisfortune, as pre-
senting a wore visible objective to the encmy and an easier
target for his shell to take eflect upon.

*(b.) The system of notifying the point to be rang-d on
by word of mouth was gener: xll) adopted instead of sote
more definite means.”

This difficulty has, [ think, been thoroughly overcome by
the use of a pointer about the size and dimensions of a
walking stick, which is easily carvied, and is imwensely
superior to any verbal description. One of a lighter pattern
might easily be designed.

The suggestion that one gun should he laid and the Nos.
1 look over it serves the same purpose, but has the great
disadvantage that the gun must be brought forward and
exposed while the remainder of the batter: y is still in the
preparatory position.

The extent of front to be covered with fire that has been
assigned to the battery is alse not so easily pointed out with
a gun as with a light pointer, which can be casily moved so
as to indicate the flanks of the target.

There is still much confusicn in the application aund in
the understanding of the divections “right” and “left” when
applied to the enemy’s formations and when to the natural
features of the ground, this not alonc among non-comnmis-
sioned officers. Much more attention will have to be paid
to education in this matter in order that fire mayv not be
misdirected, especially at the critical moment of ranging,
when the mistake generally takes place.

“(c.) Too much time generally taken in picking up and
verifying ranges.”

As I prefuced by saying, there has been an increase of 50
per cent. in the rate of fire over that of last year, and a
corresponding increase in the rate of ranging, which increase
will no doubt continue to grow as those concerned got more
opportunitics for, and understand more about, the “observa
tion of fire.

This can only be attained by encouraging as much as
possible the attendance of battery C.0.’s und their assistants
at the practice of other batterics, causing them to keep a
record of their observations and vent)x 12 them by the range
report ufter practice.

One of the points noticed by the officers of the Cavalry
and Infantry courses was as follows :—
“The length of time during which the battery is generally

kept \vcutuw in its pu,mmumy position for the n-pmt, of
the range-takers.  This time, iv was remarked, would be
very valuable if the target was of o transitory nature. It
was explained to the course that this invaviable taking of



