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the liperial .A.rny and Nzivy, and the naines are mnany of
them familiar w! those of the famnilies most prominent in
ronnection. with the *Volunteer s'et-vice in Canada at

present. The officers wiio served with the Cana-

dlian voyageurs on the Nile ar-e specially mentioned,
and there is a list of th-- Royal Military College graduates
now serving, with the names of cheir corps. Tihe book is

one which should be iii every Canadiani library, and it is to
1e hoped that its reception wiil be such as to encourage
further work iii thbe saine direction.

EXPERIE-NCES AT OKEHAMPTON IN i8ço.
(Extract froni Lecture by Capiain WV. L White, R.A.)

The practice of this vear at (>keltanipton showvs, in some
respects. a niarked iniproveitient over that of iàst year,
eslpeciaiiy iii thet directiont of flue disciplinîe. Thte batteries
wvele woî-ked more smnoothiy andi consequeiitlv more quick-
Iy, ail ranks seeined to hîavé. a nitich more thorough grasip of
the principies of the systemn of ranging than. is shown by
the reports of 1889. llaving thiis apparently got the rudi-
iiients engrained ive niay now hope to proceed i vth pet'-
fecting the system and accelet-atiîîg the process, not by
eiaborating, bu t by siiiiplyfýyin« it. liere let nie renîark
thiat many officers briiig nîchi dulee) thoughît and long expe-
tience to bear upon the suiliJtct, but so miany of thern stum-
bie into the pit-falIs wvhich sontie of oui- continental bit-thren,
who took to the modernt systeti of fi-e discipline some % ears
befoi-e we did, have alreadv falien inito. It is ditficult for
the uninitiated. te formulate a tiieory if he is only acquainted
witb resuits and net wvith the î>inciples wvhich underlie
them, and it i-s diffic'ilt to arrive at these prînicîples i)y anal-
ysis when reading wvorks wvhicli otily deal with resulxs. Tite
best works that 1 ktîo' of l'or deaiing with tiiese principles
in a simple way, and v-bich iih -uid be studicd iii order te
avoid false priîncipIes aud exploded cri-ors, are Lottiin's

Etude sur le Tir- d'une Batterie (le Camiipagne" aud von
Rohne's work on IlArtiliery liue," whicx latter nîay be got
either ini French or Gerinan.

During, the past ye-ar tlteîe does not appear to have been
-aty advance iii the accuiracy of laviîîg, thotigh the-e ivas no
falling off, sud the average r-ange was longer, in the case of
infantry targets, by neaî-iy 30() vai-is, and ini the aggî-egaie
by nearly 100 yards. T1 ite rate of' tiire has incî-eased, how-
ever, by 42 per- cent., and, s-s there lias beeît no fallîng off
iii the accuracy of the laying, the î-esuit inay be taken as
not unisatisfacto-y, but I shall point oui iii whîat tispeets
tliere is stili rooi foi- inîproveniett. The distibutionî of
flue stili leaves niucl te be desiî-ed.

It is naturai that those poîits wvbîch were noticed durit g
the practice of 1889 as î-eqlliiig illipi-ovellent, saud 'vhich
weî-e set foi-th in thetIl I nstrîuctionîs for Practic-e" foi- 1S90,

- should have attî- ted the attention of othicers conimnî-îding
batteries, we wilh, titeretore, take theni seî-iatimî -and se

*what fr-uit the criticisui ha-s bt-ouglit foi-tii.
'"(a.) As a r-ice, unuiiecessai- exposure iii taking up pos-

ition. This was specially tioticealîle oit tii@ part of the
Comrnanding, Oficer andi bis staff, anîd t-anige-t-aket-s."

In titis respect there lias hcein an i îîipuoveiuviit, es1îecialiy
in the positions ftkenîi) 1p y thle biatteries, wvhiich have been
mot-e in confu,-mîty îvith the t-equiremnts of ser-vice. In-
dleed. the Caip Commandant, iii bis report on the tir-et in-
4tiuctional couruse uf cavairy ani in flotniv otilcers, mentions,
as one of the point.s noticedi by thi re :-,,,riie siaiiness
Of the target px-esented hîy a batteî-y iii ac~tiont, as seen fî-oîn
the range. Tihis shmows, iincidentai ly, t.hat tue batteries,
%lhen at practice, muade a iîîoîîeî usie of the featiti-es of the

*ground."
The indictntent against te C. 0. aud hi-i staff stili, howv-

ever, roemains to a certain extent, though there lias been ant
improvement. The appeai-ance of one or ttvo horsernen on
a position at a longe range, if they remained faii-ly stili,
rnight easiiy, if seen at ail, be mnistaken for a cavairy vedette,
but the dodgiîîg backwards aDd foî-wards uf the range-take-s
te find a sguitable hase, and up and down it when fourni, is
a certain indication of the comning advent of the batteries.
More care shouid, tiierefore, be taken to, kecp) these men
utîder covet'.

A batte-y coming into action is most coîicueotus whien
the teanis reverse befoî-e the guins ar-e unlimibere(i, this, as
pointed ont in the drill regulations, shîouid bu doue, when
possible, undet' cover, and te gutri ruit Up by band. No
doubt this will often throw sevcî-e %woîk on tite dctachnients,
but it is work that must be done if we tvi4s to take up our
position withmout being dis-turbed by te enemy's tir-e and to
get th,-î staî't of hitu in ranging, uponi wltich, probably, the
issue of the comnbat will depend.

The-e is a tendency, tee, whien possib>le, to sliitiy de-
ci-case tce intet-vai between the guns nt pi-actice te rentier
the comimand casier, this should be discouî-aged niost sti-en-
uuîsiy. Tlteîe are, ne doubt, occasions vhien, te f-aciiitate
obbeî-vation, the interval between the guins niust be deci-eased
in erde- to iricrea-ie these between the batteries, but titis
must be loeked upon as an unavoidable utistot-tune, as pi-e-
sentiucr a more visible objective to the enenîv and an easier
tam-geL for- bis sheli to take etiect iiponi.

,"(b.) The systemn of notifimîg the point to be ragdon
by word cf mouth was generally adupted instead of somet
moi-e definire means"'

This difficulty bas, [ think, Iei thoroughiy ovet-comie by
the use ef a pointer abotut te si-ze and dimentsions of a
wvaiking stick, wvhich is easily car-îied, sud is imnitiemseiy
superio- to any vetrbal diescrip)tion. Oiie ut à highîtet- pattet-n
nuglît easily be designed.

'Lrite sugg-estion that one gn 4hould ile laid and te Nos.
1 look i-et- iL serves the sanie put-pose, but lias tic gi-eat
disadvantage that the gun intist be briiuglt foî-Nvaî-d and
exposed whiie the î-einaiîde- of the hîattem-y is stili iii the
pi-ep ai-aLo-y position.

The extexit of fi-ont to be covered îvith fit-e tLst lias been
assigned te the batte-y is aiso not so easilv J>eiii ted out t wvith
a gun as with a light pointer-, îvhichi cati be easily ntoved se
as to indicate the fiaîîks of the Larget.

The-e is stili itucli cenfutsiciu in the appluication andt in
the undet-standing ef the dir-ections "î-ighit" sud "left," wliceu
applied te the enteitty's fuo-mations and wvien te te natu-a
feattu-es of tite gî-oLnd, Luis flot alune smîomtg noti-comn-is-
sîened oficei-s. Mucît met-e attention xviIi have to be paid
to education in this matte- ini ot-iet- tîat fit-e îîav net ho
nuisdirected, esh)ecially at the citical umonent etf raiwimr
whien the mistàike generaU.y take place.

"(e.) Tee tnuch tte generaily taken iii picking nip and
vei-ifyitîg iatges."

As 1 p>tetiiced by saving, tlteie bas been an incî-easo of 50
prcent. in the rate of fit-c Ovei tîtat et hast yeai-, snd a

coi-tespending imîcrease in te t-ate ef ranging. îvhicl ittcrease
ill ne doublt continue te gt-ew as those conceted "Lmot-e

oppex-Lunities foi-, andi tindei-stand moire about, Ilte ob-ser-va-
tien of fi-e.

Thi-,î can eniy be attaine(i b noii;gn as înt<-li ais
possible the attendance ef b-utteî-y CO'amitheit-a.ssistalits
at te practice cf other batter-ies, cauising tlieiti to keep a
record cf their obsetrvations sud veî-ifying tuein I'y te -attge
report after practice.

One ef te pointe noticed bv tue officm-s of te C'avait-y
aiîd Infantry cour-ses wns as fuhlows :

'Tite lengtito etLime duî-ing 'videhi the lstte-v is ç,iiiiîc-aliv
k.1mt îvaitimîz in iLs pueliinary pousitiomn for di- reportL of
tue raîgc-takers. Titis time, i-' was îeinai-ked, woulil be
very valutahie if te Larget tvas of a tî'aîsitotw natutre. IL
was exlplained Le the course thiat this invat-ishe taking ef

22TH MARCH, 18911


