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ing the clamour previous1y imade about the insuficieîicy of the govern-
ment issue of anhiunition. The city corps, and those rural conipanies t'
baving ranges at their company headquarters, promptly made application jý
for the ammunition and gave the necessary certificite that it would be
properly expended, but rural corps flot having conipany ranges haves
shown littie disposition to turn out for practice. An endeavour bas been
made in several cases to obtain the ammiunition on the guarantee, flot
that each mnan would fire bis share, but that ail issued would be fired by
men of the corps receiving it. Such applications have very properly
been refused, as the desire of the 1)epartiient is flot to give free ammu-
nition to a few enthusiasts so that they miay perfect thernselves as tar-et
shots, but rather to encourage those unskillcd in the use of the rifle to
put in a little practice. 'Twenty rounds of amimurlition frcee may seern
a small inducement to a body of nmen to give ut) haîf a day or a day to
the practice, but it should be remenibered that the offer is nmade to
volunteers, soldiering because they like to so occupy themiselves, and
flot for what is to be nmade out of the business. It will be a pity if ail
entitled to the extra aiimnunition do flot claimi and fire it, because the
future action of tbe Government with respect to the ammunition allotv-
ance is very apt to depend upon the outconie of this first step in the
direction of an increase.

Dominion Rifle Honours.

The honours and eniolumients of the Governor-General's match
were very appropriately divided at the D)ominion meeting this year.
The Manitoba representatives attended iii)der circunistances of peculiar
dificulty, th-- provincial association having at the Iast moment repudi-
ated their undertaking to send a team. 'l'ie riflemien themiselves then set
to work, and by their own energy succeeded! in raising the amnounit
which the association was to bave contributed towards the expenses of
the trip, and, with the assistance of Lt.-Col. D. A. Macdonald, the repre-
sentative of Manitoba on the Council of the 1). R. A. at Ottawa, suc-
ceeded in obtaining a favourable rate froin the C. P. R. As Staff-Sergt.
Coulson Mitchell appears to bave been the leading spirit in the rifle-
men's enterprise, it xvas fitting that if the chief prize of the Governor-
General's match was to go to Manitoba hie shouid be the winner ;
the team ýféît very proud of bis achievemnent, and no doubt so did every
member of his corps, the gallant 9oth.

Capt. McMicking was nio less deserving of the reward lie secured
in winning til second great j)rize. Ail season lie had been engaged in
coaching a green tveam in the League contests, sticking to his task witli
a determination wbich -la emulated would soon îroduce a teami of sharp-
shooters fromn every corps in the country.

The third prize, like the first, was t.iken by a zealous non-commris-
sioned officer Sergt. J. A. Waters, of the 6th Fusiliers. The Fusiliers
are ri:del soldiers. Tbey are interested in everything pertaîning to
their duty, and their sbooting men are as %vell uj) -n their drill as they
are in their knowledge of the rifle. That they were thcroughly drilled
was evident to anyone who noticed the teami parade at the f0rmiaI pre-
sentation of prizes, when the Sîxth were particularly noteworthy through
being called Up for a prize ini nearly every teami contest.

It is a matter for regret that the honours of the next Iisley team
will flot Le so evenly divided geograpbizally. Of the first twenty places,
Ontario bas captured no less than thirteen. <Žuebec secuired four, New
Brunswick two and Manitoba one. Nova Scotia, wlîose riflemen showed
tbeir sterling merit by winning the London Merchants' Cup) in the pro-
vincial teamn match, by singular rnisfortune did flot succeed in placing a
single man in the first twenty, and Prince Edward Island and British
Columbia are also unrepresented there.

The Toronto Ranges.

Happily there bas not been found of late any excuse for cieating
alarmi in the public mind about the use of the (3arrison Common ranges,
so for the present another line of action is Deing followed by those who
seek to profit by the dispossession of the riflemen. The large Toronto
deputation at Ottawa recently in connection with the railway questions
at issue seem to have taken the opportunity to further urge upon the

Militia Department and the Government the advisability of giving up
the Comimon for exhibition purposes, for although notbing about this
part of tbeir mission bas been made public, telegranis sent this week by
M1ayor Clarke, one of the deputation, seem to indicate a recent discus-
sion of tbe business. The first is to Sir Adolphe Caron, as follow--

",The people of Toronto urge ycu most earnestly and respectfuily to corne up and
sce the exhiblition grounds and the immense ciowds in attendance. There is hardi',
staning roorn on the gro>unds, upwards Of 70,000 being ini attendance to.day. Corne
on Wednesday or Thursday at lates."

Then, lest the Minister of Militia's solicitude for the welfare of the
T1oronto riflenien, a very imiportant body in the force he controls, sbould
prompt a refusai to place himself in the way of further temptation to dis-
possess tbemn of their range, Mayor Clarke solicited the influence of the
Premier, as followvs:

"l1 have wired Sir Adolphe Caron to corne up and sec the exhibition and the
crowded statc of the grounds. Kindly use your good offices with hini ro coiuply with
rny requcst. If you corne yoiarseIf you wilI receive a royal welcornie."

The "royal welcome » to the ministers was no doubt calculated to
go a long way towards securing their consent to the appropriation of the
range for- exhibition purposes, aîrd thus providing more than "standing
rooni " for the holiday crowd. But were such consent given the effect
upon the militia force of Toronto would be disasirous in the extreme,
and its members look to the Government, and the Minister of Militia in
particular, to continue their firm resistance to ail attempts at interference
with and the eventual closirig of the range. With the exhibition association
the question is one of money: they can obtain on the otheî side ail the
land they are willing to pay a fair prîce for; but to avoid outlay desire to
obtain the use of the Common for a fraction of the immense value of
the property.

In only one event should the Governiment ever consent to close this
range, namnely, wben nts use had unquestionably become a serious
menace to buman life. There is little or no danger at present. True, a
life was lost a few years ago, by a stray bullet striking a lad who was
boating wher-2 he had no necessity to be; but no range can be found
anywhere so absolutely secluded that persons innocently wandening be-
yond the supposed limits of danger may not be struck by stray bullets.
Casualties of this nature are of very rare occurrence, but inquiry of
residents in the vicinity of any mnuch used range willreveal the fact;that
bullets occasionally strike beyond the bounds from whicb the public are
excluded, and sometimes uncomfortably close to, men working in the
fields. There is a certain amount of danger attendant ul)of rifle shoot-
ing which no precaution can avoid, and wbich must be risked in the in-
terests of the general public for whose protection the riflenmen are organ-
ized and trained. Careful inquiry will, we are convinced, demonstrate
that in the case of a range sucb as that at Toronto, the danger neces-
sarily attendant upont bulles occasionally strayîng beyond the proper
bounds is mucb less than in the case of any inland range.

General Middleton's Two Mistakes.

General Middleton's parting address, wvbich several weeks ago was
published ail over the country and bas ever since been vigorously dis-
cussed in the press, wvas bis second great mistake in c9)nnection with the
unhappy business which led to bis withdrawal from our service. His
first was committed wvhen be neglected to take the Governiient into bis
confidence at the timne Bremnner's champions first questioned his action.
WVe have beld and stili bold that the Ge eral in declaring the furs con
fiscated and appropriating a small portion of them did nothing of which
any honourable man need be ashamed. He belîeved be bad the power
to confiscate, and having exercised that p Jwer he appropriatcd some of
the forfeited property, giving bis written order as a receipt and directing
that a memo. of the tranbaction should be made. There was no attempt
at concealment ; everytbîng was above board. But the facts of the case
were not made known to the Govern.-ment until tbe evidence was pro-
duced, by bitterly hostile witnesses, befoie the committee of inquiry.
Had tbey been previously communicated by Ge-neral Middleton, thete
would have been no occasion for a parlianîentary cotriittee and no un-
favourable report from that body. Influenced by that rtport, the Gov-
ernment saw fit to accept the resignation whicb the General tendered.
But he left with the sympatby of the great majority of the peoplf both
civil and military.

Simultaneously with his departure bis ill-timed partîng address ap.
peared. It was interesting as an additional chapter of the camipaign
history, but hiad little bearing upon the cause of the General's troubles.
The " souvenir " telegrani he published, no doubt only for the purpose
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