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We have much pleasure in laying before our
readers a series of very interesting letters, writ-
ten by a friend of ours, who visited Belgium and
France last winter :—

“ Paris, 10th March, 1858.

“ My last letter, dated 25th ult., closed with
a short account of my interview with the Rev.
M. Picard, of Montreal, at the delightful coun-
try seat, near Paris, of the Sulpicians. On tak-
ing leave of Mr. P., he advised me to go and see
the relics of the martyrs above all things; so I
went one afternoon to the Missions Etrangeres.
Applying at the Concierge, I was handed into a
garden, where a Priest met me ; and on my ex-
pressing a desire to see “ les reliques des Mar-
tyrs,” he kindly led me into the room wlhere they
are carefully preserved ; it was a melancholy
spectacle : there were pieces of chain, rope, &c.,
with which they were tied, and instruments of
torture ; their clothing, linen, &ec., were stained
with their blood. Several caskets contained the
skulls and bones of those whose remains were
saved, and sent home to France. On the walls

_ hung pictures, representing the mode of death of
many. The Priest explained many circumstances
relative to the sufferings of each martyr: it was
a melancholy recital. Surely no other men could
suffer more than those martyrs of India and China.
Adjourning to another apartment, we entered into
a conversation about Canada ; and he was delight-
ed to hear of our advancement there in every-
thing.

“ Now, as 1 have my journal before me, I
think I will give you a description of the church
of St. Sulpice, as I am sure you will feel as much
interest in it as I did. Tt being the head of cur
Moutreal establishment, we must regard it, T may
say, as our AZma Mater ; and for this reason I
visited it several times, and, in my notes of it,
have gone mare into details thar usual. Naow,
let us begin with the Place St. Sulpice, on which
it prescits its noble front. It is about the size
of our Place D’Armes, and is planted wilh trees.
In the centre is a large and magnificent fountain,
the top of which is supported by Corinthian pilas-
ters, and between which are niches, containing
statues, in sitting postures, of Fenclon, Bossuet,
Massillon and Flechier—four men of whom
France may be proud; indeed I should rather
have said, the world ; for they have elevated the
whole human family. Targe vases and lions in
stone grace the corners, and throw jets of water
into the basins beneath. On one side of the
# Place” is the Mairie of the 11th arrondisse-
ment ; on another the “ Seminaire ;” houses form
the third, and the churchtbe fourth. The exterior
of the church is imposing ; it has two towers,
a portico of double rows of doric columns, and
above this a gallery and colonnade of Tonic.—
On entering the interior the very first thing that
struck me was the holy water fonts; they are
two immense and beautiful shells, measuring very
nearly, if not fully, three feet in diameter.—
Statues of Faith, flope and Charily adorn the
Pulpit, which is curiously supported by the staurs
teading up to it. The organ is richly carved and
ornamented with figures in wood, performing on
musical instruments, King David and barp form-
ing the centre. Lhere is a singular (at least to
me) meridian {Zne of brass inlaid in the stone
floor, running across the transepts ; and for want
of sufficient horizontal space, it is continued wup
1 marble obelisk in one of the transepts, On
this line the hour is indicated by a ray of light
passing through a holc in one of the windows,
throwing a spot on the floor ; when this spot is
divided by the brass line, the surm is in the meri-
dian. The old sexton (a gorgeous old chap,
dressed in purple, knee-breeches, and cocked hat)
was kind enough to explain this to me, and I
went up next day a little before noon, and tested
it 5 1t is a little strange, but of course very sim-
ple. I copied this inscription from the obelisk
into my memorandum book, I thought it so ap-
propriate—* Cest ainsi  Seigneur que vous
aves donne des bornes @ nos jours, et toute
notre vic est wn rien a vos zeuz.” The church
is cruciform, with aisles running all round, and,
what is not usual, the High Altar s placed near
the cantrance of the chair, the choristers and
their accompanying organ being behind it.—
There are 21 chapels, one facing each arch of
{lie aisles; all filled with adinirable frescoes, and
many verf superior paintings. In one of the
chapels, I saw a monument to Laugnct de Gergy;
the Prelate is knceling, and an angel chases death
from his stde. In another there is a beautiful
QIGW, I think) marble statue, or monument, of
St. Vincent de Paul ; be is in a sitting position ;
a little boy on his right gazes wistfully up in his
benevolent face, while he is looking down on an
infant which is lIying in his arms. Tt is a very
pretty group ; by whom executed I don’t know.
The Lady Chapel is very richly adorned : it has
a double dome, the lower one having an open
top, through which, at some distance above, you
see the “ Ascension” painted in fresco on the
upper. Behind the altar is a deep recess, in
which there is a statue of the Virgin and Child,
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standing on a globe which rests in clouds; light
is admitted from above, (the window is not seen)
and the effect falling on the figures,is very pleas-
ing. On the columns of the choir there are
large statues of the Apostles and others, resting
on brackets. It hasa fine range of clerestory
windows, but not triformed. There are no doubt
many clurches in Paris which surpass St. Sul-
pice ; but some way I like it very much, and fre-
quently ran in if T was any where nearit. AsI am
on the subject, T must tell you of St. Eustache.
It is a grand old church ; large, very lofty, dou-
ble aisles, and 25 chapels ; al the fionts of which
are sumptuously painted in the Byzantine style,
and their interiors in frescoes of great merit.—
My landlady recommended me to go there to
hear good music ; so T attended Mass last Sun-
day ; and certainly I was not disappointed.—
Things are very diflerent bere from what we are
accustomed to. The organ and musicians are
below in the choir, and the effect, I think, is very
much heightened in this way. I noticed several
Priests among the instrumental perforimers ; one
in particular, a small man, playing an immense
double bass with his whole beart and soul. The
 Gloria” was executed magnificently, and kept
the cold thrills running up and down my spine
the whole time. But this was nothing to a duett
which was sung at the Elevation! Oh it was
the sweetest thing T ever heard. 1 cannot tell
you how I was affected by it; every nerve m my
brain seemed to quiver with ecstacy ; I was com-
pletely lifted out of the world, as it were, for the
time. There must be somethtng in music which
we do not comprehend ; surely it will be one of
the pleasures of the next world! I saw by one
of the papers that Mgr. (Cardinal) Marlot,
Archeveque de Paris, would preach in St. Ger-
vais church that afternoon; so I went. Heisa
mild looking man, witha good firm head, as if he
had a good share of energy and perseverance.—
After the sermon there was le salut salonnel du
St. Sacrement, with a grand procession round
the aisles ; a fine sight and very impressive, The
Vesper chaunting here was éxcglfent.

“Orsini and Pieri bave been executed,;,poor
unfortunate madmen, they deserved their fate.—
The action of England in this matter is looked
for with much interest. I observed with great
pleasure a paragraph in a Paris paper, that the
Emperor had sent medals to James Doyle and
Robert Byrne of Kingstown, Ireland, for render-
inz noble assistance to some French vessels in
distress.

“ We saw the Emperor last week; he was in
plain clothes, walking in the Tuileries Gardens
with some large stout man, quite unattended.—
He is low-sized ; T think under my height, but
broad and muscular looking. He bas a game
walk, and shows the man of energy even in his
step.

¥ Sunday last, we spent the whole day at Ver-
sailles. It certainly is the most delightful place
that can be imogined, I had not the slightest
idea that such perfection could exist in this
world ; nor need you be alarmed ; for I am not
going to attempt any description, You have all
read of its Palaces, Gardens, Fountaias, Jets,
D’cau, Statues, and Paintings ; but they must be
seen to comprehend their beauty, number, or ex-
tent. 1 will, however, just mention one thing
which I found very interesting. In the Orangery
there are a great number of Orange and Pome-
granate trees ; one of the former is 437 years of
age! having been planted in 1421, by Leonora
of Castille, Queen of Charles, King of Navarre.
It is still in a fourishing condition ; and the gar-
dener assured me it bears fruit in abundance.—
I could not but think, as I gazed at its venerable
branches, of the many mighty events that have
convulsed the world since it threw out its first
green leaf ; and what a bost of kings, queens and
courtiers have partaken of its delicious frut,
whose names are famous in history as actors in
these very events! There is food for months of

reflection in that old Orange tree.
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“ Paris, March 25th, 1858.
¢ Last Saturday, I bad another great treat at
St. Eustache. I heard there was to be a Grand
DMesse de Musique there, Tt was especially got
up for the poor of the Parish—a franc admission.

The crowd was very great; but I got 2 good

-seat. Mass was sung by Monseigneur Marlot,

Archbishop of Parss, assisted by a whole host of
Bishops and Driests; besides the usual singers
and musicians in the choir, There was a stage
at the end of the nave, against the principal en-
trance, on which there wasa powerful and superb
orchestre, composed of Professors and Artestes
of Paris, who had volunteered their services
(Mad. Grisi among others.) Above them is the
grand organ; one of, if not, the best in Paris;
also a smaller organ in the choir. ‘I'hen in one
of the transepts was stationed the Band of the
Guarde Tmperiale; the men, fully 1000, being
ranged two deep, completely round the nave ;
while the sappers and miners formed a crescent
from each side of the altar down the cboir. You

can imagine what a coup-d’il was presented.—
The men with bear-skin caps, blue coats, white
breast-pieces, red pants, white gaiters, &e., with
the sappers in their great beards and immense
axes, and white aprons, on each side of the choir,
the Archbishop and lis attendaats in the centre,
sumptuously arrayed. It was a grand sight. T
canaot attempt to describe to you the music 5—
suffice it to say that it far surpassed anything I
ever heard before. The Band of the Guarde
would make Dodsworth “ pale and tremble ;” and
the orchestre !—faney a solo in such a noble
lofty building, Ly Mad. Grisi! There was a
symphony on the organ, which lifted me clean
out of inyself; you can have no idea of it. It
was not a “ crashing” affair,as we too often hear,
but a low, sweet, fee/ing melody or hymn—the
performer changing the key frequently; then
dropping into the Minors, and again wandering
off in variations the most intricate; yet all the
while you could detect the theme trickling zlong
underneath like the murmur of some forest
stream, which hops into a subterranean channel
every now and then, but only to dash out again
wilder and more beautiful than ever. Oh! it
was exquisite. The choir of musicians of this
church is celebrated ; I wrote to you before of
them; they surpassed themselves on tlus ocea-
sion. I noticed my friend, the litile stout priest,
at bis bass viol again, more excited and redder
in the face thau ever; you could see that his
very soul wasinit. At the Elevation, during
which a2 hymn was sung, the troops presented
arms, and dropped on one knee, holding their
pieces as in the salute ; then rising, they reco-
vered and shouldered again. Tt was the most
impressive sight I ever witnessed, and the most
cold and unbelieving sinner in the world could
not but bave felt touched, to see those brave
heroes (nearly every man has 2 medal) prostrate
themselves in the presence of the Almighty.—
You could have heard a pin drop, such was the
silence that prevailed.

“ Next day, I went out to the Steeple Chases
a la marches, a village some miles from Paris,
by Rail, as far as Ville D’Avray. On the French
Railways they have, for pleasure trips, a car
which is f10 stories—the upper one being open ;
it is a pleasant way of travelling, as you sce the
country better. I, of course, went aleft, and
fell in witha couple of nice fellows, wlo on find-
ing I was a stranger, paid me the greatest atten-
tion in pointing out interesting places as we pass-
ed, &c.. Arnving at Ville D’Avray, we found
that the Course was stil} half~an-hour’s ride from
us; and every old remise, volante, fiacre, omni-
bus, and diligence in the place, rubbed up and
put into requisition far the oscasion; they were
swarmed in an instant out by making a rush, I got
a seat in the “ diligence,” the top being filled, or
I should have got up as usual; the inside was a
perfect jam, and I am sure there was not less
than forty in the vehicle ; four horses and a jolly
crew ! away we went merrily, till we came to a
Lill, the load was too heavy, and we stuck ; the
Crowd yelled—* Ho ! Cochee,en avant I Co-
chee whipped accordingly ; the borses plunged ;
something snapped, and we commenced retreat-
ing : the pin connecting the pole to the coach
had broken, and the horses were free. It was
such a hill as Beaver Hall, with a ¢urn in it. On
we went, down, down, faster and faster, a crowd
walching us, till coming to the turn ; we banged
through a fence into a garden, where ils further
progress was arrested to our great joy. ltIow,
during all this time no one attempted te jump
out, but remained singing and laughing, as if it
was great fun, I was 5o amused myself that I
was in a roar the whole time ; truly those French-
men are jolly fellows, even under difficulties.—
Well, we all turned out, pulled the old ¢ dili-
gence” on the road, tied it up with a rope, and
got under weigl again. There were great num-
bers at the races; the sport was good, the run-
ning excellent, and the leaps taken well, without
any baulking, or botching, excepting two falls;
but this was nothing, as there were a great num-
ber of leaps, and some of them stiff enough, in-
cluding a stream 11 feet wide, with a fow fence
on one side ; il was a real jump; yet only one
missed it, and he only got a knock on the head,
and a good ducking. I was quite surprised at
the number of ladies who were there. Spring
patterns and fashions are just out, and they look
splendid ; you have no idez how they comline
colors here. Hoops and little bonnets are going
out atlast. I saw a good many English ladies
there wearing the * bad-morad” hat, which you
know are all the rage now in England—the pun
on the name is not a bad one.

# ] .have seen the Emperor and Empress fre-
quently since wny last; she improves each time I
see her; and he is decidedly a better looking
man than I expected to find. I saw him lately
with his hat off, as he acknowledged a shout of
« Vive 2 Empreur,” while coming out of the
Palace gates; lie bas a noble forehiead indeed.
This puts mein mind of a late article in the
Times, to the effect that the Emperor never
goes out now without an armed escort. Now

this is a gross falsehood, as I myself can testify,
for I have seen him several times, both walking
and driving, and Lave 2ever yet seen him accom-
panied by one solitary armed man, much less an
escort, and, when not with the Erpress, I bave
always seen him attended by only oge gentlemau,
who sits beside him. This paper slso says that the
Dalice here violate the privacy of every family.
T have spoken to several on the subject,and they
laugh at the idea. Now this is unworthy of the
Times, and I really cannot see its motive in de-
scending to these dodges. You may remember
that some time ago it was generally rumored
that the Ewmperor was dying by inches of some
horrible malady : again that he was aflected in
his mind : and at another time that the Imperial
Prince was stone blind. Now you may just put
down all these reports as bosh! Really one dors
not know what to believe now-a-days.
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REV. DR. CAHILL
OK THE RELIGION OF ENGLAND.,
(From the Dublin Catholic Telegraph.)

In studying the character of the Iinglish peo-
pie, drawing just inferences from the experience
of residing amongst them, and mmaking a careful
cxamination, as far as we can, of their public and
ptivate motives in reference to matters of Reli-
gion, the impartial witness must own that the
general population are seriously impressed with
a deep sense of Christian principles. No doubt
the country is divided into what may be termed
nuitberless torms of belief: and they are care-
less in a remarkable degree about wmaral proprie-
tiesin practice. But on the subject of a Chris-
tian faith of some A&tnd ; and on the advantages
of having their National gospel preached and
propagated, there are eridences to be found
throughout their entire history, which establish
beyond all doubt their inextinguishable belief in
the New Law. Besides this palpable public
feeling, the entire machinery of the State seems
as if constructed to aid the practical develope-
ment of the general religious sentiment. The
system of Education, the learning of the Profes-
sors, the Government patronage, and the vast
National pecnniary rescuarces, all would seem
converging to one common centre of Gospel
perfection.

The schoolmaster induces or compels his
children pupils to commit to memory the 1ipis-
tles of Saint Paul: the schoolmistress teaches
the Apocalypse to her classes not yet in their
teens : the grammar schools make the gospels in
Greek and Latin part of the classical course:
the village Curate places the New T'estament in
the hands of his congregation, and he attends
monthly ineetings with his Clerical brethren,
urging the necessity of imterweaving the truths
of this book of revelation through all the duties
of life. The Narvy orders this book to bz kept
under the head of the sailor in Lis hammock:
while the oficers in the army, from the General
to the Corporal, glory in assuming the office of
Preachers from Quebec 1o Calcutta, from Con-
nemara to Botany Bay.

The Bench delivers its charges mn a style
formed on the very madel of the Actsof the
Apostles: the Universities prepare the Gradu-
ates more carefully in Luther than Demosthenes :
and the Parliament devotes whole sessions to
legislative sermons and to polemical discussions.
Historizns, Novelists, Pamphleteers, Lditors,
Tourists: Tragedy, Comedy, Sculpture, Paint-
ing, Music, are all employed in their varied de-
partments to advance the cause of this Kaglish
Religion and botanical meetings, bazaar assem-
blies, raiiroad reunions; flower-shows, aund ten
thousand forms of domestic and public contri-
vance are all enlisted in the furtherance of the
one engrossing paramonnt object, namely, this
English Bible Religion. You hear it in the
coflee-room ; you see it in the steam-carriage ;
it meets you on beard the ship; it is spread like
a pelwork through all ranks and conditions of
socicty 5 and it forns an institution fitted to
carry its object (one should suppose) with per-
fect efficiency, and easy abundant success.

Again, it bas all the power of the State inits
support ; the aristocracy, the throne, its patrons:
the laws for its protection: the learaing of the
empire for its defence : and according to Cob-
bett’s statement, it has the enorinous resources, to
guarantee its permanent existence, of eight mil-
lions and a halt of pounds sterling a-year! All
these items of aid, support, protection, and power,
should according to all human calculation, re-
commend this religious establisement to univer-
sal acceptance : with such important auxiliaries
there ought not to be one voice in Great Britain
hostile to this religious ereed, one heart in all the
English dependencies, a rebel to this English
faith. And independently of this Imperial ar-
rangement just referred to, there are besides,
bye-laws and private cxertions in the shape of
Bible societies, which extend themselves from a
central point like diverging moving columns of
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let ; have the command of hundreds of thowsands
pounds sterling : and which scour the lanes and.
the alleys, and the garrets and the cellars, ia
quest of the starving poor, to draw them 1o this
Luglish belief, to add to their numbers, aud to
universalize their doctrine. Like Savings Banks
which take in, even the pennies of the labourer,
and thus collect alf the little savings of the poor,
these socicties have devised minor bye societies,
to reacl: the most remote cabins of the most needy
and most unprotected creatures: and by the aid
of bonnet-making, and stocking-knitting, and
sewptress societies, they carry their bibles and
their tracts, and their proselytising zeal through
every nook where famine, sickness, and mi-for-
tunes could furnish u victia to ther bypacriny,
a wretch to their scheme of apostacy.

Having thus taking a cursory view of this
system at Lome, Jet us glance at s progress in
some few of Kngland’s dependencies abroad. —
1u this case I shall make iny quotatioss frem an
unsuspected source—nitoely, the Times: aud
my examinatlon of this part of my rase (let it be
recollected) only extends through the period of
tiwo months of the present yeur, I shall therefore
invite particular attention to u sall portion of
the pecuniary resources of this gospel in [ndia,
as taken from the Timtes af the Tiliof Muy,
18H8 :—

Biarisin axp Fourgiay Braus Suciery,—The annual
meeting of this society was Leld yeaterday in Baovier
Hall. The chair was taken by the President, he
Barl of Shaftesbury, supported by the 3Murguis of
Cholmondeley, Lord iHeney Cholmondeley, Furd
Ducie, Lord . Russell, the Bishop of London, the
Bishop of Wipon, the Bishop of Carlisle, the Bishop
of Cashel, Canons Stowell, Cairng, 2ad Miller, and
several of the l2ading Dissenting Minisiers, Praver
having been offered by Mr. Hergue, wne uf the se-
cretaries, abd a pagsaye of Seripuure read, the chuir-
man, in opening the procecdings, referred 1o the late
Indian outbreak as huving wforded, in the Grat in-
stance, & discouraging prospect tu the zeeiety, but
a3 now presenting an enlurged field for it4 operations,
and urged upon the society's frieads the cireulstion
of the Word of Giod inall purts ot ludis. They
sliould be encouraged in deing this by the fact that
tho presidencies in which the Bible was cireniated
were those which had been slmost or eatirely free from
mutiny, while the ;zceatest atrucitica were perpetrit d
in the petted Bralimiuical Presidency of Benzal, where
the circulution of the Svriplures among the native
troops was forbidduen, nud the chuplain debarred from
giving Sceiplural ingtruction, and wlere 50 much ap-~
parent ignoranccof Christianity prevailed thata veady
ear was lent to the asscetion that they were te be
converted to it Ly the ditfusion among them of hog's
lard, bears’zrease, and cther similar condiments, Tn
sending Bibles sud Missionariza to fndia the weoting
would be belping, us they were bound to du, sach
men /s Nir Jeha fawrence, Montgemery, and Fi-
wardes, who were the only dependence we had tur
the prevention of matiny in the futuce, ns 8ir Henry
Lawrence und Havelock had lieen the means of quel-
ling tu w greatextent thut which hd so recontly ve-
curred. The reporl was theu vead, from wkich it np-
pearcd tut the receipts of the year hud exceeded
thoge of auy preceding year, excluding the special
funds. The wmount applicable to the goneral pue-
poses of the society was £79,040 14s 24 and the
amount received for Dibles and Testaments, £72,261
105 11d, mnking the totl receipts from the ordinary
sources £149,303 73 1d, being £11,561 225 2d rmwore
than in any former year. There had nlso been ra-
ceived for the Chinese New Teatmnent Fund, £1379,
133 71 and £1,886 25 10d fur the special fund for fo-
din, making & grand total of £152,674, 33 6d. The
socicty had issued rluring the year from the homs Je-
pot 976,543, xnd from the depota abroad 625,624-—
total, 1,602,187 copics: an incrense of 84,329 copies
over the isyned of nuy preceding year, The tatal ex.
penditure, amounting to £153,117 45 8d, was £4,136
in excess of the expenditure of previous years. The
society was under engagemeals to the extent of 83,-
818, 175 4d. The meeting was then addressed by the
Bishopa of Loodon and Ripon, Canon Stowel), the
tev. W. Cedman, the Han. B, W. Noel, De. Cnm-
ming, and the Rev. W. Brock, who severally sn-
forced the suciety’s claims.

The next extract is taken from the T¥mes of
May 5th, 18568 : —

Relioious Tract Secikry.—The nonual meeting
of this gociety was held lnastcvening in Exeter-Hal,
John Mersham in tho chair.  After & lengthened ad-
dress from the clinirmian, the secretary read the sn-
nual report, which etated that during the past yrar
the society bad issued 13,018,484 tracts, and that the
circulation of the suciety's periedicals was 10,909,-
929. The grants made by the society to various li-
braries at home and abroad amounted o £3,57% 4a.
3d. Numerons tracts and books had been distributed
among the soldiers proceeding 1o India, and also
among the natives of that country in the vernaculae
tongue, and instances were not uncommon in which
the tracts were found to possess a highly beneficial
influence on the native mind., Tho receipts of the
year were :—For gales, £75,856; the benevolent fund

£11,875; total, £88,730; being A larger amount than

any previons year, and exceeding the recoipta of last
year by £6,854. The totsl circulation of tracts and
books by the society during the 59 years of its ex-
istence was no less than732,000,000. The report
was unanimously adopted, and the meeting was ad-
dressed by the Fev. (annon Chawmpneys, the Rev.
J. H. Wilsan, of Aberdeen ; Dr. Lockhart, of Clina ;
the Rev. Jumes Smith, of Agra; Mr. R. Baxter, and
the Rov. J. Murray Mitcholl, of Bombay,

The third extract is taken from the T%mes of
May -8th, 1858.

Proxoring CHRI3TIANITY AXONG THR JEws.—The
jubileo meeting of the society for this purpose was
held yesterday in Exeter Hall, under the presidency
the Bishops of London and Carlisle, Dr. M'Neile,

the society. The Chalirman, in opening the procesd-

‘preachers, visit every town and village and ham-

of the Earl of Shafeshury. On the platform were

inge, snid be hoped nono of the speakers would refer

SUSY

Cancea Stowell, and many other clericaladvocatea of



