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SCENES IN THE LIFE O MARY DE MEDICIS.
Lyous, one of the most commercial towns in France; was. filled
with the enthusiasm likely to atfeet a people on the: first reception
of one who presented herself as their queen, and the wife of their
beloved Henri Quatre, * The whole of the jourdey of Mary de
AMedieis, since she had left Flarence, had presented-a scene of: gor-
geous display, and even more than rcgal magnificence. .
On the ninth of December, 1600, at the hour of supper, sur-
- ronnded by her attendants, sate .a lady, < beautxful exceedingly ;"
tall, and exquisitely formed and of 2 commanding yet winning pre-
sence. e ‘
Suddenly, at the head of the spacmus rooy, was heard a bustle
~# The king, the king I was whlspered—“ Room for his majesty of
Ir'xnce P Henri, who had only just arrived, had given orders that
he was not to be recognized ; but finding them dlsobeyed bie quiet-
Iy dxsengaged lnmself from the throng, and had it not beéen for a
sweet confusion which ‘overspread her countenance, it might not
have been known that Mary had eaucht a glimpse: of his fing form
as it reured or heard him say, « Gentxemen, T did not think it was
so difficult not to be a'king.” She withdrew fo her chamber *as
soon, as etiquette would allow. )

Here, after dismissing her attendants, she mused on the picture‘
which Henri had presented to her through his minister, M. de
Frontenac; and, while absorbed in contemplating the features of
liim to whom she had resigned all, she was arcused by a light step
behind her Some onec was, lookmo' over her shoulder she falt
the warm and glowing breath pdss over her check, and a voice, mild
but man]), sald '

WL \Imy of Medicis pardon Henri of France for so ﬂatterlnn

a copy of a poor original ?” . -
Mary turned qmcl.lv round and, nsmg, threw her self at the feet
of her monarch husb:md o PR :

u RISC, nse, dearest ]ady
0911tly4,to her scat t-Fora tlmeche gazed upomher almost enrap-

tured. R You are beau*lﬁd » he shid, as he seemed to be duang_

.y ﬁl,n,,ewtqumte lovdmess B »,beauufulre\en as: 'your pnmtcd re-
semb]anee, and that seemed more than morta.l ”
* - * * PR )

““ Let us hope.we, have many a happv day befoxe us, sald Mdry,
catranced with the davotion mdleated ‘

“ Bnt " continued Alenry, if our land be less lovely thzm ‘that
of my sweet Florentine, at least-our people are not less loving, and
the idol of - Henri’s he.n't sha]l be the idol of the heart of Hensl's

paople.”

“ And,” replied'- Mary, “how nrm' will be the scene when the
chivalty of I'rance stuvn for the meul of Tenown, from the hands
of their Italian queen.” °

“ Tzue,” replicd” Henri; enthusmstxcally 25 he thought with
pride on the long list of. veliant hearts that presented thexmelves to
the imagination; « we hiive brave knights and true—chevaliers saxs
pewr et sans leproclle, who \ull proudly htt 4 lance for the mﬂ. of
their monarch, coe e

And ..hus met for {he ﬁrat tune the. gallmlt Henri Quatre and the

fair Mary de Med.cls £ Who coiild dreim thc fatc in store for thase
voung and § JO) ous spirits ! E

Three vears have elapsed—three sl‘ort years—sinee the meeting
of the bridegroom and his bride. *J ealousy was cStabhshcd where
love once had been. e who had vowed eternal constaney to Mary
had returned to his former intercourse with the Marchionness de
Verneuil, who, hated by the queen, sought every opportunity to
annoy her.

* My dear Sully,” he exclaimed on one ceezsion, when distract-
od with the contending interests, “ I am half mad—mad with the
queen on one side, and Henriette on the other! I would as soon
bz the meantest of my subjects as their king.”

“ And what, sive, can I do?” was the calm response of Sully, -

who discouraged his intimacy with the marchioness.

““ Sce one or both of them—tell Menriette that I have done with
her—1 love Ler, Sully, still; but night and morning am I beset by
the quecn to dismiss her, and I cannot any longer refuse.”

At this morent a mcssenger arrived from the r‘ueen, requestmg
an audience of his majesty.
Iy evident that something had occurred to ruffle her.  Scarcely
glaneing even at Henri; she exclaimed : MonSleur de Rosny, asa

noble and‘a gentleman, T appeal 'to you—am I for ever to submlt‘ ,

to the zmpertmencc of a subjeet ?” must T tolerate that w oman in
my court wha élains to be the lawful wife of Henri—I, w ho am
the wife of hisbosom, the mottier of his child 1~ answer me—must [
bear this cr) ing iniquity 2" * * -

” exc!annnd Henrx, and he ]1fted her |
7 delivered'to vou—-at least » hcfadded

o & )
T he task which Henrl had undel taken was b)f no means a trxﬂm(r -
"The ] 1‘\c[are]noncss Ele V’érnelul determmed to Leep lus _pro-
mise, as some cheek upon Wi ’ i ’

When 1 WIary entered, it was sufficient- |

e Behold,” contmued Mary, ¢ this' papér; tie &apy of one thc
marchioness, his mistress, now holds, given to her at the very time
he sought my hand, and prouusmg marriage to his vile minion !
All ties of affection are disregarded..” My love is. made a“mockery;
my name, no - -deubt, a sport to amuse his hours of dxssxpatlon

What can I expeot from him who, at'the moment of professing an |

ardent attachment to me, was- shnmcfully woomcr her whose name
shell not pollutemty-dips 2" =« .~ - {

«This 1 is too- much, madam,” éxclaimed Henri.

“ What,” pursucd the enraged queen, who lost al] moderation,’

_“what can I.expect frof him who came to meet his )outhful bride,

'

warm from the embracés of arother I i .
.« I pray your majesty,” diid” Sully, “be calm.”

“Calin! With all the outraged feelings of a wonmn, how can I
be calm? I, whose birth should hme commanded respect, whose
sex elaimed if, 'am ‘made the Jest of 2 wanton court.”

“ Nay, madam, not.sc—" s .

# I, whose dowry, she pursued, - was worthy even a Ve Medi-
¢t whose person, now d1srerra1 ded, was suught by ‘many—I; who
once loved youy IIcnn— U e g

w On(.e, Mary ?” said IIenr) »-moved by tlus latter touch of feel~
ing. : ! !

“ Ay, once; but thnt is pz.ssed by You have dishonoured me;-
and for the sake of mny child—our child, IIenn—-I demand that the ‘
or.gmal of that deed be delivered to me.™ - - = T '

- She burst into an agony. of - tears. Reproaches ‘would only have
hardened. the resolution of the king ; but tears overcame him, and
approzzchmg her, he said ¢ '

“Tear Mary, do not weep.”

K

-y

« Ifteans of blood could brmg back )our pure love'and your first-

carnest aﬂ'ectxon, was her reply, « I wou]d drain  my very heart to
shed them I Ty - <
Lo Be Lranqml ;. an that I can. do, T wﬂ] If possxble, it shallebe'

! wﬂl ask itof her

v » * L L]

Nothing could excced the rage of the queen at not receiving the
paper, on W hich she hiad set her whale soul In'vain her husband
répresented the impossibility of wrestmn' it from the, ‘marchioness.
Her reproaches grew so furious, that the iufatuated monarch, after
declaring to Sully that “ she gave him no peace, sought once
more, in unlawful caresses, to forget the reproaches levelled at him
by his queen.

T he blood of Henri had becn dnnned Lythe degger of an assassin,
and the vicissitudes stbsequently knowi by Mary had been great,

Hated Ly her son, despised no less than hated by his rrnmter, her

estates were sequestrated, and her person imprisoned’. And nowy
inan old and even decayed mansion in Cologne, and which bore no
outward signs that there resided onc who hiad . béen great, luy the
mother of the reigning monareli of France;nand the widdw- of the

murdered Henri. Here she, who had founded hospitals and en-

dowed chantus—-shc who bad brought a prineely dower' to.her”

husbdnd—-—lny in, mdxgeme, withering undec the influence of dis-
ease, yet not subdued in spirit, and even now was engdgcd i one
of her numerous plots, by which she hoped to overthrow Riclilien’s
power, and re-establish her ascendancy over the king. 'Turn'm':'g
her eyes restlessly to the door, as though expecting some one—

“ Has no one comne ?” she demanded impatiently ; “ no messen-
ger?  No, no; the poor, and sick, and inﬁrm,-mustdwait, though
waiting is torture. Oh! for one hour of the bounding steps of
youth, what, what would Inotsuffer! Ifa! what noise is that?
Now, sir, your news,” she exclaimed, as a messenger quickly en-
tered her chamber. ¢ Nay, kneel not ; 1 amn - no sovereign now.
Quick—guick ! lives Richilieu still 7 . T

“ He does.” : t

“ Then has the evil one nat forsaken his sorvant.”

“All, madam, is discovered.:: The king is incensed; the car-
dinal, y"t more firnly estabhshcd in power, vows 1mph.c.:Lle ven-
geance.' i

“ And they who rsted all for UQ," asked M fary anxiously, how
fare they 2 ‘ ;

“ The aze, the gxhbet, and the scaffold, will ‘be thexr pdrtmn," ‘
was the, rneldncholy reply. P

“ But how didst. thou escape from the hands of this mcrclless:

‘man.” : !
Lo Through the cardmai's mercy.”

« And what price didst thou pay ?”
“ A message to your majesty was given by Richilien.”

. Speak on, sir; "I fear notté heur it )
“Say.unto her who sought my life,” was the imessage;; ,oﬁ'
cminence, * that:her plot has failed, and that Cardinal, Rxchehe

yet lives, to see Mary de Medicis die by thos hands of -the Weads- o

o
” i

-Jan, . - R

oIt is ﬁdse—.ﬁdse——proudtmanl ‘the hand of-a mightier than :
thou artis on me, even now.*
message ;” and, supported by such of.her attendants ! as yet were
true 'to her,:she rose in «her bod

[

fevered: hps,'Mury—hls lnxstrcgs—-rejplces to die;s fox it proves hun,
falsc—fulse P and her head’ sank agniwon tle pxllow. cxhaustedf.,
Yet a feiv da) s, ‘and she was no. mote :

. ’ - .
F".'~‘ .- t‘ B e o Y , s

“with her cmonons

«

.~ THE RECLAIMED.
o Most meveiful v N
Will man's hurd heart be uever touched with all
_'Th' o'erflowi mg of thy love, and yicld itself
“‘To the gentle symjathies, Lill we shall learn
The noble joy of pouring happiness
Uhpon 'she heart of sorrow, and how sweet
The pleusuru is of shedding bhss abroad!™. . . s

KA

“Ugh! ugh! cor gl.ed I, as [ buttoued my snrtom closer about
me, and drew down my chin into its ample fur collar; © Heavn
pity those who have no shelter for their heud:.‘to-mght

0

Tu ‘Lll lnm," ‘she. sald, ﬂ.“,’tlmtm nit

«

Bear; for love 6f e, but cne more,

\j;

I

B ';:‘)-'

« Ileav'n pity them, indeed I” answered o voiee clov. to 1y ear’;

“ for small is pity shewn to the liduscless man.” - -

I turned my head: -A ‘misetable, half-clad, shwelmfr wretch,
stood by my side. Ilis hat was ‘slouched Gver’ ]ns cyes, but uo’t_f
sufhcxeutly to hide ata«,e bnrwhlch thé trnccs of lo*tthsomt. ,mtem-_-
perance »and debauchery vwel:c‘(hstmct]y*vmblex lhs frngme

and qhu-t« bene‘.th Sad Tentshn ]us nother ourments told too plam
ly that their days had not "been fow nor ‘exenipt ; from il O&nd“ht.{,‘
feot were, sparoely Jproteqtad.aﬂom t.hmf:dzemg:ound,h): p@g 6
tattered shoes. Such a'picture of. extreme loathsomeneSS\ “andani- ,
sery I had never seen; and half mvoltmtn.n]y 1 thrust my’ﬁg;d
into my pocket with the intention of contributing a3 fews
“pence to his immediate relief,

“But he is mtunpernte,” said

I to myself; and the small change whicl T liad ﬂmspad was drop-

ped.  “Ile may perish with cold,” whispered my bétter nature;;
and my fingers elntched the coin. < He'll spead it for grog,” in-
terposed my worldly prudence ; and I drew my hand cmpty from
my packet. - - o
1t wasa_ hitter eold night in the nud(lle of DeLember. : Thu
melcury in the the thermometer stood below zevo, and the wh\te’
frost glittered mtht, cleur starhght like. countless crystals, whose
minuteness. 1mpmrcd not their wonderful bnlhm\cy There \VJS
no breath of wind abroad but the -whole atmoqplu.re was, ﬁllecl'
with infinite small partlcles of ice, which picgeed the skin with theig,
qhnrp points, hke the mvxslblc ,spears of a troop of fuiries. . Ar<
Lrayed as.I was gom head to, foot in flannel, and fur aud brondcloath,g
withall the paraphernalm wlneh an old bachelor dcems nem.ssr:u'y ‘to
endble him to resist the cold, I yet Telt as if my ‘blood was curdling
in my veins, and my whole man .becoming a pillar of jce, in the
potent pr..senu, of *Q0ld I&mg Frost.” Business of an impera-
tive nature natl called me ]dtt’ in the aftcrnoon, to the suburbs of
the city; and now my | ‘task act.omph&]w(] pu_turmg to. myself the
hearth and hot toast which, awaited my return, 1 was making all
convénient haste for home, when mv revérie was mtcrrupted by 2
fit of coughing, and the mierruptxon of the stranger. Now I had
always prided mysclf upon my charities to the poor—the deserviny

-poor—and when Widow J ohnon’s house was' consumed with fire,

.endall her property, I headed a subseription paper for her benefit
with the exceedingly gencroussum of five doltars, which 1 p.nd in
the presenice of Lialf the town, who had assembled’ at the bar-room
of the village inn, to talk over the catastrophe, after they had stootl
to see the house consimed, and had laboured with great zeal to
querich the hurning chimney after the roof aind wallshad faller in.
‘Wiien Philip Brown lost his only cow By a strolre of lightoing; 1
contributed ﬁﬁy cents to.assist him in the purchase of dnother,’al-
though in this ease’] had some qu&lmq of ‘conscicnce nnsmg from
the manner in-which hehad Deen ereft of his propcrty Many s
time and oft have I forked out™ a fo’ pence pcnny for'the relief

- | of suflering: merit, and had in the’ procesy’df time; cbmc to Hie & com-

'
1
.Tu

fortable conclusion -that 1'was aparﬂéxﬂnrly cﬁ'antablc man, m i

iwhich-opinion sundry of my ‘neighbours- had told* e théy"'fully
coineided.-
1 had ever relieved. 1 had always felt for the suffering, but it was .
the suffering of the meritorious. \

I was ever ready to relicve, -

L]

But here was a now’ case;evidéntly differing Fom'a "3‘;’:&‘ :



