4

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

@he Churey Guardian,
COWEERLY NEWSPAPER, PUL-
LISITRD LN THE INTEIRESTS
OF THE CIHURCIHT OF ENCGLANT,

NOHPARTIZAN.
INDEPENDENT,

T
T

I will e fo
all sabjecls, Tmt its elfort witl always be

wardesa and gutspoken on

to apeak what il holds to ba the: teath in
love.

Prico only $1.00 per Year.
The Cheapest Chinrch Weekly in Aericn

By Al ress .{HE BHURBH GUAHDM",
Loel; Driwwer 99, Halifar, NS,

MORE ABOUT ACCESSIONS.

Trn Jast Minntes of the Congregational
Conferance  of Ceunceticut vary
interosting. A mosl noteworthy fanture
is tho rolative increaso in that State of
difforent veligious hodiss, for the last
twenty years. [IL is :— Baplist, 13 per
cend ; Congregationalists, 20 per cont ;
Motkodist, 34 per cont; I'rotestant Epis-
copal Church, 69 por cont. That is to
say, eur Church grew faster ju Connecti-
cub than ell ather hodies combined. This
is a significant fuct, and shows thal
the recent accessions wo have chronicled
were Dot oxcsptional,  Statisties are also
givon of the withdinwal from the Cen-
necticut Congrogationnlists during the
same puried.  Twonly-six of thsir minis
tore withdrow, of whom thirteon seught
our cowmmunien.
great deal of uurest in all bodies of
Christiany, but al the same timo thero i
a stondy stroam setiing in from all de-
nowinations, year by year, towards the

are

Thera 19 no doubt a

Church of England, and lher sister, the
Pretostant Episcopul Chureh.  In spite
of the savige attacks made upon her from
oll sides, the 1idiewls heaped wpon her
eomprehensive character, she i growing
wonderfully, and in part from the
accussions of those who come Yo her for
stahility aml order, and who are tived of
negations amd sensalivnalism, Tt is true
that she is zo tolorant, that weak and one-
sided men sumetimes overstep the limits
an oue side or the other.  This will he
the caso with o Vody as bread and com-
prohensive ns tho Chureh of Gowb must
be.
age of such aetivity, morally and inlollee-
tually.  Nonsible men will recognize (hat
whore there is vicorens lite and l\\\N\h\g
probable,
To deal with theny requires wisdom amd
thaught.

Wo wish, however, ta point oul the
fact, that these oxtremns are uxeoptional
ones. It is fruo wo hear a great deal of
them, but it is because the great bulk of
our elergy are doeing their work quiutly
and oflectively, and makiuyg ne stir ahout
it.  ‘Thae neise aud excitemoent come from
erratic brethren, whose doings and say-
ings aro mada the subject of newspapar
comment 1t salisfy the insatiahle yreed
for semaational news which i3 the curse
of the readiug publie, A=z a festimony
to the effective work of the clergy, wo
point to the fact that <8 many ministers
in good standing have come to us during
the past year. Daoves not this show that
the Church has boeu presonted ina way
ts arrest tho attention of thess mew?
They have niet come ever for gain. 1t
ig nel o pleasant thing o make such s
change. Thay have chme Lecanss they
Teeoguizo her histerical clajims, und the
practical Cliristian  work she is new
deing. Thaey ace that all her sorvices
point to Christ, thoy acknewledge her
position as Scriptwial, and her ministry
as Apostolic. As the bost proof of their
henesty they submit to bo erdained by a
Bishep. In view of thess facts what
Yooomes of the senseluss ory of seces-
siens to Rome?! Iere nnd there, one

It is difficult to elicele this, in an

zeal in a body, extremes are

goes, eecasionally, but we receive morc
ministers in one year from various bodies
than Jeave us for Romo in 50 years. We
recuived suveral Roman priests last year,
more than left us for Rome. Tt is time
that people of common sense understood
that this cry about Roma is senseless and
absurd,  The tundency of the Cliurch of
Rome is to disinlegration.  And wlhile
we in Canadaare net, as a Clnirch, owing
Lo vur past history, drawing many minis-
ters from the hodies about us, there is not
4 live parish in the lawl where every
Confirmation Class does  not presont
the spestacle of soma who lave sought
the Charel in their maturs years from
choive.  When we are freo from the
Wishting traditions of vur past ecclesiag
Liend history in Canada, we too shall grow
like gur hig sister inthe United Statas.
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LENT.

Tig Church onew mere calls upon her
clildren tu lay aside faer a time the en

grossing pursnits of the world, and to
prepare to engago in the serviees of Lonl.
Wodnesday next we shail enter upon that
1foly Season,  [s there not great neod for
such a time as that of Lant? Do wo not
rarjuire somo fixed season—some regular
period —when by speeial prayer, spusinl
humilintion, and special self-denials, we
may bo mude able * to cerucify the flesh
with ils sinful lusts and affections,” and
“to purify auvsolves even as Gov is puve ¥
Whe does not feel, remombering his
past transgressious amd his presenl im-
purity, that he is weak, and in nced of
an Almighty Ilelpor to enabla lim to
wvercoms the evil oue, to * fight the good
fight of faith, and to ** lay hold ou elernal
lite 2"

Let oach baptized member of theChurch
make it his or hor highest aim during the
npproaching Senson to advance in spiritual
things. Let us not by contont with a
mevo increased ablendance on the Services
of Gov's House, or with thie giving up of

mere near Lo (Gon,
As individuals, let us ever remembet

by His Nume.
And as a Chreh, lot it always e ve-

knowledge and love.”

all mon.
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ACCESSIONS TO
FROM THE LAITY,

Churchman, the Rev. John Flatcher, in
a latter under tho above heading, netices
the fuct that the accessiens te the Church
from Rome and Dissent are not eonfined
10 the ministry of the various bodies, but
that the laity in very Inrge mumbers have
como aud are coming inte the Church's
Cemmunion. In suppert of his atate
ments he gives the following refersnces
and proafs :

song plaasurs to bo resumed again alter
Lent is over; but lot us determine, by
the help of Gon, to make a rcal advance,
and o agyuire wew amd perpvtienf spiv-
itual possessions, aud to live and walk

that the true and only test of vur spiritual
condition in the sight ot Gob, is a fervent
love for averythiny ihat is His, and thal
tells of lim—alove for IHis Word, a love
for Ilis Samctuary, n love for His Sacra-
ments, and a love for all who are called

garded as the safest test of progress, that
wmure charity prevails mueeongst the mem-
luvs—uuore willingnoss to bear with these
who differ from us, more love fter those
who claim fellowship with us,—aad thus.
by a deeper and over-deopening spiritnal
disposilion, showing ilself in our lives,
shall wa best display Christ’s 1eligion to
thy woerld, and best assure ourselves that
wo are “ growing in grace, and in ihis

Oh! in the presence of our All-secing
Gon, and by the recollections of the past
and the solemuily of the future, let us
steadfasily purpose te lead new lives, to
havoalively fuith in Gop's inerey through
Christ, and to be in porfeet charity with

THYE CHURCH

A correspondent of the Dominion

In Mexico :he ance Romish Cathedral
of the City of Mexice and three other
Churclies, have, by purchase, fallex
into our hands, and ave regularly filled
with eongregations of converts, who now
rejoice in their new position as menbers
of the *Church of Jesus,” in communion
with the Church of Fangland,

The statistics of that work show, ena
Bishup (two others elected but net yet
cunsecrated); about tun clergy, and tweunty
two candidates for Holy Ordors; five or
six settled congregations, and a large
number of missiuns; aml  wearly feur
theusand lay monhers.  This whole work
has been accomplished within a few
yoars, and all are converls from Roman-
In the [United States the Church
is, according to] the admissions of Cen-
grogationalists and other IMssenters, in-
creasing with astonishing rapidity. 1n
Connecticut 69 per cent has been the
inersase of the Jast twenly years; ond
throughout the whole country the Church

ism.

alono is kecping pace with the increase
in population—in fact exceeding it con-
siderably; and thousands of Tay Dissen-
tors are yoarly joining her communion.
In England the large and constant in-
crease in the number ef Churches,—new
ones geing up, old ones onlarged, and
buildings ef various kinds for Church
objects opened—all testify to the growth
that is going en. * We can judge
further of this inerense by the acknow-
ledgment of the decrease of ethor religi-
ous hodies, e. g., the Molhodists, who,
during last year, appointed a day of
humiliation,-one of the reasons assigned
for keoping it heing tho decrcase of its
mombership within the year."

in Trelond the Church iz sprending
with wonderful rapidity. A recent num-
ber of the Londen Guardiun says :

4 The Bishop of Tuam, having cempleted
the tour of his Diocese, has published a nar-
rative of the same, giving the following im-
posing results. In all, 1,201 persons were
confirmed, baing 457 belomging to the ehurch,
Al 347 converts.  Theap converis, added to
tha numbers originally contiried upon the
Inu ncencions within the iast three years,
makiug 7,411 converts confirmed.  Throe new
Chitrelies bave been cousacrated. and  one
enlarged, Yive new Cliurches are in process
of completion. The firat stoues were laid of
thren 1mare, atd Lo more were contracted
for, upking in all fourtven new Churches,
. which witl afford sittings for 5,210 persoas.
Six new licensed houscs fer Divine wership
have been provided, accommodating 2,300
waralippers, which, added to tha fermer
numbers, will afford nccommadationfor 7,510
persons.  Besides thisnceommadution, affard-
ad in Lwenty localities where nene existed
bofore, there are five other plrces in West
tinlway, not included in the nhave tour, in
cach of which there is a scheol-reem Where
Divina Sevrvice is performed an the Lord's day,
and in which accommodation i3 provided fer
10 warthippers,  This number, added to
the 7,510 ulveady stated, makes a total of
3,860 - ittings now mewly provided.”

At meeting held in London, Dee. 15, in
wid of Irish Missinna to Roman Cathelics,
Rav. Mr. Bickersteth made the follewing
stalements.  * Between thirty and forty
thousanid pespls have within thess four yenrs
altandonod the idolatry of Romanism, and
mande 1w spen confessien of their conversion
to the truth of the Gospel, and who are now
living t5 the proise nnd glory of Gad. Jo ene
district in the West of Ireland aloue, in a
union where this movement connmenced, nnd
whers, between four and five yeara aga, there
wire not more than five or six hardrad cen-
verts, there are now between five nud six
thowsaml.  In the Saciety’s schanls there nre
hetwean five nnd six thousand children re-
sularly attending and receiving instructiva
in Protastant trath.”

“The spread of Protestamtiam in the West
of Ireland is now cenfirmed by the Reman
Cathalics,  The Nation says that systematic
proselytism has had ‘imwense success in
Conunuzht anl Kerry. ‘The altars of thas
Cathelic Chureh have tuen deserted by thou-
sands horn aud baptized in the ancieat {aith
of Irclamd.”

In Scotland the Church is also now
shewing great vitality, net only ewbrac.
ing in her congregations much of the
culturo and wealth of that country, but
also yearly drawing inte her fold large
numbers wlie have besn trained in other
ways. The cathedral recently bLuilt and
consecrated in Edinburgh, the finest
ecclesiastical building erccted in Great
Britain during the present century,
testifies to the activity and liberality of
the Church’s Isy members in thai
land.

The fact is, that so little kas been said

in tho past upon these subjects of acces-
gions, and. Churci growth and life, and
so few Church papers have been circu-
lated among cur people, that not much
has hitherto heen known of the astonish-
ing progress which is characterizing our
Church in othor places, and, let us hope,
whieh will znon mark a new era in the
history of the Chureh in Canada.

May CGon prosper yet more and 1nore
the work of Bishops and Clergy;and 1wy
[le se increase the zeal and devotedness
of the Laity, that in evervthing they may
advance the eause of Christ, and the
salvation of souls.

THE ENGLISH CHURCIL

Ix order to compleic the statistics
shewing the growth of the Episcopate in
the Church of England throughout the
waorld, it becomes mnecessary 1o supple-
ment eur list of last week, which cowm-
prised one hundred and
existing Dieceses in  the British Impire,
by giving the names and dates of the
Dioceses of the neighbering Republic.

It may be safely affirmed that the same
care and aaxiety which bave been ex-
ercised in preserving the succession in
England, have characterized the action,
from time to tims, of the Church in the
United States:

ninetcon

Connecticut, 1784
Pennsylvania, 787
New York, 1787
Virginia, 1790
Maryland, 1792
South Carolina, 1705
Massachusetts, 1796
New Jesey, 1815
Tilinois, 1819
North Carolina, 1823
Vermont, 1832
Kentucky, 1832
Ohin, 1832
T'ennessee, 1834
Wisconsin, 1845
Michigan, 1836
Louisiana, 1838
Western New York, 1839
Georgia, 1811
Delaware, 1841
Rhode Tsland, 1843
New Hamyshire, 1844
Alalama, 184
Miszouri, 1814
China, 18t
Arkansas, 184
Turkey, 1944
Maine, 1847
Tudiana, 1840
Mississippi, 1850
Afriea, 1551
Florida, 1851
California, 1353
Oregon, 1854
Towa, 1854
Minnesota, 1RBY

<ansas, 1564
Nebraska, 1863
Coloruda, 1865
Pittsbury, 1866
Japan, 1866
Montana, 1867
Yonz 1sland, 1869
Taaston, 1809
Albany, 18G9
Central New York, 1869
Nevarda, 1360
Central Pennsylviuia, 1571
Niobrara, 1873
Cape Palmas, 1873
Westeru Texas, 1874
Northern California, 1874
Northern Texas, 1874
New Mexice, 1875
Western Michigan, 1875
Southern Qhio, 1875
Fond du Lac 1875
Quiney, 1878
Springfield, 1878

This list embraces fifty-nine Dioceses,
making altegether one hundred and
seventy-cight Dieceses Delonging te the
Anglican Communion througheut the
world, thirty ef which have beon formed
within the last ten years.

Having given the Dioceses which, as
will he seen, ocenpy almest every pertion
of the globe, it will be found interesting
and valuable to wote the mumber and
lacation of the parechial and missienary
clergy of this great branch of the Chureh
of Christ.

Of the clergy thero are in round num-
bers in Great Dritain 35,500 ; United
States, 2,500; Canada, including New-
foundland, 1,000; Australia and New
Zealand, 1,000; India, ste., 750 ; Africa,
etc., 300 ; West Indies, 250, Or between
thirty-two and thirty-three theusard in
all.

We have hers a Church with nearly
200 Bishops, over 32,000 other clergy,

and probably mot less than thirty millions
of edherents. :

PAROCHIAL PAPERS VI

Tug Cosrmiatioy CrLass,

{Continued.)

The season of Confirmnation, if not the
most difficalt. i3 certainly the most im-
pertant and permanent i its effects of
any period of the work with souls. This
may  be our justification if we devote to
its consideraticn anether paper. We
shall gather 2 mere definite idea of the
metheds in which the Confirmatien class
should be conducted, if wo first ask what
is the ebject te be atlained.

Confirmation is the time for the train-
ing of those seuls whe are already with.
in the covenanl, to which they were
admitted at Daptism.  Obligations of
the most solemn kind have been entered
into by them, which they cannot evade
il they would. They arcto be ledat s
specific time, by a specific act, to recog-
nize and assume those obligations for
themselves, of their awn free will and
accord, and with a full knewledge of the
responsikilities and the issues of their
decision. At the time of their solemn
dedicatien of themselves to the service of
Gop, thay are taught by Seripture
Reason,and the Church, to expect through
the human channel, the laying on of the
Bishop’s hand, the grace of Gop sealing
their act, and bestowing the pewer to
keep and perform their resslutions, in
enswer to the united prayers of them-
selves and the congregation. Tt is evi-
dent that this must mark 2 momenteus
crisis in the histery and experiences of
the soul.  For such an occasien the
preparation should be deliberate, and it
should be interesting.

It should be deliberate. The soul,
having fallen by actual sin from its
Baptismal purity, Leing out of karmeny
with the will of Gopb, is in a state ef
chronic disease. It cannet Lo cured at
high pressure. Tho power and merey ef
Gion can and will, as in the case of the
poralytic in the Gospel, proclaim the sins
forgiven. The past may be blotted eut.
and the soul set free from the dominion
of former sin. Dut the habit remains.
And the spiritual training which each
soul neads, must be directed not omly
towards the futwre conquering of sin,
but also towards tho rosting eut of sinful
labit; in short, tewards the pursuit of
Holiness- It is one of the faults of the
But it is
one of the marks of inexperienced im-
petuosity to attenrpt to force the soul,
either by a *‘lattery of warnings and
axhortations,” or by s violence of eme-
tion, inte n false excitemert which may
casily decoive ilself and ecannot be main-
tained. It is possible to deafen and
bewilder, without imapressing either mind
or hemrt. Dy makiug the Confirmation
class a part of the systematic work of the
Guild, all undue hurry and censeguent
imperfection of training isavoided. Ard
it is to he hoped that tho time is pot far
distant, when the Confirmation seasen
will be a settled amd regular part of the
yearly plan of labour in each parish.

But the class must alse be made
interesting.  Dulness is above all things
to bo avoided. When the intellect is
chiefly addressed, and the heart and
feelings are neglected, there will be in
the minds of the candidates o semsation
of relief that the class is over, which is
fatal {o any real abiding result. The
main object of the imstruction is to pro-
duce a definite and distinct act of the
will. And to do this the happy means
must be arrived at, of supplying know-
ledge in such & way as te interest and
develop all the faculties, beth of mind
and heart. This is not easy, and requires
much experience, tact, skill and energy.
Inshort, the work of the Parish Priest
in the Confirmation class is to imculcate
personal religion, in the widest sense of
the words. There iz no existing manusl

age to do things iu a hurry.

of help which covess the whols gronnd;



