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m 0 2t1’g revelation from God. ~ All these persons ‘:’leﬁt atszgglﬂ}a)ler, u]:arried away with partiafl re;;luects of persons, or with dulget;lce to all sin, that it may remit‘xi the sinner. More- | save, or his ear heavy, that it will ot hear? ‘Why should not
. and, from the nature of the occasion WhICh &88CHL es | the enticing appearance of godly names and pretences.” | over they had before their eyes, and were brought into : Y s divi
g ' recognized equality in a And if lt;heypdefended the system of the Church of | immediate contact with, ' g the flame kindle from individual to individual, and spread from

THE PARISH CLERK OF BISHOP’S BOURNE.

The individual who was clerk of this parish when the meck and
mdl;jch"d Hooker was rector of the same, survived him many
M% 3 ived even to t}!e times of the great rebellion; and up to
an t‘lnoment of his life, entertained the greatest reverence and
Ilﬂn"dn or :he memory of Hooker. He died from grief and indig-
i mﬂ honed in the manner about to be related: The then rector
ﬁellvil: .f l;)c:lng ‘sequcstered, a *“ Genevan minister” was put into
Idmln%o ishop’s Bourne. The first step the intruder took was
b ster the sacrament in the “ Genevan” manner. When the
ia seats were pla;e.d about the nl(:r‘ the poor old clerk looked
T and indignation, and upon being told by the in-
h“‘:!ll‘ﬁ:'lnistcr:“ to cease wondering, and to lock th%: Churc’;1 door,”
mmered—- Pray take you the keys, and lock me out. T will
‘”“‘" 'e more into this Church; for all men will say my master
e vt u:da good man, and a good scholar; and I am sare that it
. to be thus in his days.” Report says the old man went
Presently home and died.—Gathered from Walton's Life of Hooker.

Dark times, when sternest hearts might quail,
For_hope seem’d lost, forsooth!
Yet faith there was too strong to fail
In hoary age and youth;
Knight, prelate, monarch on his throne—
Such, came—yet came not such alone—
To do and die for truth;
For hone.st names of low degree
ere writ amid that company.

Some alowly. sank in calm despair,

Someme Perish'don the block,

o3 ki“‘l’od amid rehellion’s glare

Some B u‘u“'vbeaten rock ;

A ell where war’s grim shadows lower’d,
nd tlluck and fast the death-shots shower’d.
‘While broken with the shock,

WCr'e humbler hearts, round which would cling

Rev'rence to Church, and law, and king.

Such. heart had he—that lowly man—
His name unknown I ween ;

For meek and mild the course he ran,
As brook in forests green :

‘Whose very murmurs are unheard

Save by some little woodland bird.

And in sequester’d scene,
Away from tumult, noise, and strife,
He pass’d his unpretending life.

In early youth his little feet
The sanctuary press'd,
And there in age his hours were sweet
With cherish’d memories bless'd.
He loved the Church with order due,
Altar and chancel, desk and pew,
And priest in snowy vest :
He loved the prayers of his dear mother,
No better knew nor asked for other. 3

But men arose to changes give:
Scoffers at things digimfl iy
And soon each holy spell was riven
That hung about that shrine,
'I:!xe handiwork of other days,
'llme-l.mllowed strains of prayer and praise
Their wonted place resign ; !
An.d quiet faith and rev’rence flee,
With decent pomp and liturgy.

‘When next the old man sought the fane
He i:ound all alter’d t]xerec'; ;
For voices hymned a meaner strain,
And breathed a cheerless prayer.
And men had grown too proud to kneel
To take salvation’s sign and seal:
And so, in calm despair,
He turned away, and never more
Darken’d the desecrated door.

Whe_ne could he go for solace then?
_“-ls quiet household hearth,
‘:;ed ones of the race of men
passed away from earth s
Rebel]iou made hei, rude abode
place where all his joys had flowed,
Home of his second birth.
Back to his lonely cot he hicd,
Wept for the fallen Church—and died.
Hour of a mighty empire’s doom,
A monarch’s overthrow,
A Church enwrapt in cheerless
And law and right laid low!
And can an individual fate :
Render the scene more desolate ?
Go bid the ages know,
]‘f ye would all its wo impart,
The fate of such an honest h;.art.

Rev. B. D. WinsLow.
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THE BISHOP OF SALISBURY AND THE BIBLE
SOCIETY.
(From the London Church Intelligencer).

: To the Editor of the Record.
Sir,

Recm-i—The Bishop of Salisbury, having seen in The
b an erroneous statement respecting the grounds of
etirement from the Bible Society, copied from The
orset County Chronicle, and also a contradiction of that
ment on the part of the Committee, will be obliged
the editor to insert the accompanying letter to the
. Cretary, which contains a statement of the real reasons
ich induced the Bishop to resign his office as one of
Vice-Presidents of the Society.
9, Wilton Crescent, March 2, 1842.

To The Rev. A. Brandram,

1 My Dear Sir,—My attention has been directed to a
etter addressed to the Editor of The Record, and signed
_Yourself and Mr. Browne, as joint Secretaries of the
ritish and Foreign Bible Society, in which you correct
a erroneous statement respecting the grounds of my
Yetirement from that Society, which originally appeared
i The Dorset County Chronicle, and was transferred from
that paper to The Record. It is hardly necessary for me
to say, that your statement is quite correct, and that the

Paragraph in question was altogether erroneous,
B he mistaken impression, however, on this subject
ich has gone abroad, seems to make it necessary for
::ﬁm remove any misapprehension which may exist, by
m“ns the reasons which did induce me to take a step, in
my Y respects so disagreeable to me, as that of resigning

cz:nexmn with the Bible Society.
Wiy s letter in which ] conveyed to you my resignation
willing 10 g °§k‘\“gnst in last year, I said, I am so un-
have for mﬂl": unfavourably of an institution to which I
its supporterg oo TS Delonged, and which comprises among
claim to - S0 many persons whose opinions have every
Teasang ghit e}s.pech that I forbear to state more fully the
aty to abstain ave led me to the conclusion that it is my
itherto done future from taking a part, as I have
atel €, in the operations of this Society.

: ance with the feeling here expressed, it was

m 3
Doyss?bl]s: to withdraw myself with as little publicity as
s and not, unless obliged to do so, to state my

ondgy s or taking this step. And even no¥, though in
What Justify my own course, I am obliged to point out
eonsm‘[;genr to me the great objections inherent in the
o full ; lon and practice of this Society, it is my desire to
op.m.mnlllftlce to those persons, many of them men whose
See th, s I am bound highly to respect, who either do not
= ese defects in the same light in which they appear
ﬁnnse:,for think that the advantages attending the opera-
S the Society in other respects are so great as to
€igh these objections.
Sy e following, however, are the considerations which
e Mainly instramental in leadirg my mind to the con-
10n at which I have arrived :
by, The constitution and character of the public meetings
Which the business of the Society is carried on.
Vi Che manner in which its operations frequently inter-
lnin'w“'h the good order of the Church, and obstruct the
318!.1'{ of the parochial Clergy.
the | The tendency of the Society to obscure the office of
€ Church in relation to the Word of God.
of UL, as briefly as I can, explain what I mean on each
these points.
o hoever has been in the habit of attending the meet-
83 of the Bible Society, is aware that they are composed
nagersons belonging to every variety of religious denomi-
m‘}gn. and holding every shade of opinion which is com-
ible with the acceptance of the Holy Scriptures as a

them, with an appearance of re 1 ¢ 3
matter touching upon the foundation of religious belief.—
The Independent, the Baptist, the Quaker, the Socinian,
assemble on the platform by the side of the members of
the Church, on a common understanding that their diffe-
rences are pro hic vice to be laid aside, and their point of
agreement in receiving the Bible 35 the Word of God, and
being zealous for its distribution, 18 to be alone considered.
Do not let me be misunderstood a8 implying that a dis-
honourable compromise of opinion o the part of any one
is required by the constitution 9{' the Society. ()’51 the
contrary, I know that “union without compromise™ 1s a
sort of watchword in it. But what I do say is, that the
necessary tendency of a meeting SO C_Omposed is to mag-
nify the point of agreement between its members, and to
sink, as of comparative insignificance, their respective
differences. Whoeyer has been 11t the habit of attending
meetings of the Bible Society, must be familiar with such
expressions as that the members of the Society are only
separated by * nnimportant differences, .an(.i are joined
in “qssential unity;’ whereas an examination of what
these *unimportant differences” are, will show, that in
one quarter or another, they comprise most of the chief
doctrines, and all the ordinances 0 the Christian religion;
and are so clearly recognized in the constitution of the
Society, as to make it impossible for a meeting of persons
assembled to promote the distribution of God’s word to
unite in worshipping him in prayer.

I have felt, therefore, that the p'rac_ngal trndency of such
meetings is to foster a spirit of indiffirence to the most
vital doctrinal truth,as well as yet more clearly to exhibit
a disregard of the distinctive character of the Church, as
the body to which that truth is intrusted. A member of
the Church at such meetings is always liable to hear
statements made on these topics, which must either be
replied to at the risk of very inopportune discussion, or
apparently be sanctioned by being passed over in silence.

he second point on which I proposed to remark is,
the manner in which the operations of the Society fre-
quently interfere with the good order of the Church, by
being obtruded into the parishes of Clergy who do not
feel at liberty to take a part in them. A very great pro-
portion of the Clergy are not members of the Bible
Society: but from the constitution of that body its opera-
tions are necessarily carried on without reference to this,
and meetings are holden in the parishes of such Clergy
contrary to their wishes.

It not unfrequently happens in such a case, that a
Clergyman finds that a meeting of the Bible Society is to
take place in his parish. The dissenting chapel is per-
haps the place of assembly. Of his own parishioners, the
chief supporters of the cause are the leading dissenters.—

England with their understandings, they realized it in
their lives.
some light of surpassing holiness within the Church of
England, such as we are
teries of former times: &
cepted as a proof that, amidst all the dangers which seem
to threaten our A 8YS C
may disgrace some of its individual members, yet we still
have life within us,
change to assure us of the favour of God. *
claims Bishop
those “eminent scholars,
and accomplished divines,” such, and so many, as no one
clergy in the whole Christian world did
could you see
re-edified? no learned volumes written? no heresies con-
futed? no seduced persons _reclaimed? no hospitality
kept? no great offenders punished? no disorders correc-
ted? no good offices done _f'_ar the public? no care of the
peace of the Church? no diligence in preaching? no holi-
ness in living?”
he says elsewhere,
out either arrogance or flattery ; stupor mundi clerus Bri-

shall in vain be sought elsewhere this day,
region

a martyrdom not of one stroke but of many years,

six-and-thirty hours,

his office, “in often dining at his hospital at Croydon

But members of the Church from other parishes, who are
supporters of the Society, also attend. Perhaps some
neighbouring Clergy are induced, even under such cir-
cumstances, to take part in the proceedings, which thus
practically assume the appearance of giving a sanction
and support to the system of dissent; tend to lower the
influence of the Clergyman with his parishioners: and to
make the very distribution of the Scriptures a means of
upholding those “erroneous and strange doctrines con-
trary to God’s Word,” which every Clergyman is bound
by his ordination vow «with all faithful diligence to
banish and drive away.” I have had repeated and pain-
ful experience of such cases in the course of the last five
years; and I have felt that, while I continued a member i
of the Society, the sanction of my authority was indirectly
given to proceedings which I could not but regard as very
detrimental to the good order of the Church, and the
influence of the Clergy in their respective parishes.
Reflection upon these two great practical evils in the
working of the Society will, T think, show that they both
proceed from the same fundamel}tal error, that, viz., of
forgetting that a body so constituted is not properly
capable of performing functions which essentially apper-
tain to the Church in her character of *““witness and

| the blasts of persecution, and to the chilling atmosphere

keeper of Holy Writ,” and are capable of being satisfac-
torily discharged by her alone. :

I mean satisfactorily discharged on the principles which
a member of the Church is Hound to recognize : because
the indifference to positive doctrine, and the unlimited
license of private judgment, both in points of faith and
discipline, which it is the effect of _the system of the
Society to foster, are as much at variance with the spirit
of the Church, as they are agreeable to the views of some
of the bodies that are separated from her. And this is
the third ground whichI mentioned, as having influenced
my judgment in coming to the decision I haye done.

I have now stated the reasons which brought me to the
conclusion that the British and Foreign Bible Society is
not so constituted as to enable it to discharge in the best
and most satisfactory manner the great office it has under-
taken; and that, sensible as [am of the importance of the
object proposed, and anxious to promote it, 1 cannot pro-
perly co-operate with this Society in doing so, or continue
amember of it consistently with my duty in other respects.

I have the honour to remain, my dear Sir,
Your very faithful servant,

E. SARUM.

Wilton Crescent, March 2, 1842.

—_—

THE DIVINES OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
(From the Quarterly Review Jor March, 1842).

Among the many signal proofs of a Divine favour
shown to the English Church, and of its own internal
strength, is the creation within it, since the Reformation,
of this body of standard Theology, formed principally in
the seventeenth century. It is peculiarly herown. And
the value and authority of it are to be estimated, scarcely
more by its doctrinal soundness in particular points, than
by certain @ priori marks of truth, which give weight and
character to a witness previous to any examination of his
testimony.

It pleased God that in England two distinet develop-
ments of two seemingly distinct principles should be
brought close together, and exhibited to the eyes of the
Church—the excesses of Popery which brought on the
Reformation; and the excesses of Puritanism which pro-
duced the Rebellion; and that from the oscillation thus
caused, both the Church and the State should right them-
selves at the Restoration.

Not only this spectacle, but the lengthened struggles of
our Church against the Jesuits on the one side, and the
Nonconformists on the other, placed full before her view
both the extremes which endanger truth and goodness,
whether in religion or any other duty. They placed her

also in the position most favourable for the formation of
a sober, watchful, and discriminating temper ; where, in-
stead of leading on a charge and attack in one direction

at the risk of intemperance and incaution, she was com:
pelled to defend a post; maintaining her ground against
opposite adversaries, and so brought to scratinize every
weak point, and to weigh every movement, lest success in
one part should hazard loss in another. ﬂel’ great theo-
logians of that day were also matehed direetly with the
most learned and acute defenders of popery- They came
to the contest, not, as too many of the present day must
come, from a life of thoughtlessness, armed only with
weapons snatched up in haste for the emergency, with
fragments of Fathers picked upin pamphlets and reviews,
but from years of deep and patient study.  There is no
appearance of shifting their ground, as if they began the
controversy in twilight views of truth, and changed as it
dawned upon them farther. On the contrary, the uniform
definiteness and consistency of their teaching throughout
is most remarkable. Again, there is no symptom of com-
bination, as if they derived their opinions from some one
modern teacher, instead of by independent study from the
great fountain-head of Scripture and an_thuity_ They
were, almost withont exception, placed in high official
stations in the Church; where every word Was open to
attack, and required to be weighed; and every act was to
be determined under a most solemn responsibility; and in
which their prayers and holiness may well entitle us to
believe that they were blessed with no common guidance
from their Lord and Master. All were, 10 a singular
degree, practical men, not pledged to any theory; and, by
the circumstances of the times and of their lives, brought
into contact with the realities of life; and saved from the
infection of that “disease,” which Lord Bacon has so well
deseribed as naturally seated in Universities; by which
one kind of persons are led to delight “in an inward
authority, which they seek over men’s minds, in drawing
them to depend upon their opinions, and to seek know-
ledge at their lips;” and another sort, “for the most part
men of young years and superficial understanding,” are

There is a longing in this day for the rise of
wont to dream of in the monas-
and this would be willingly ac-
Church as a system, and the defects which
and need not seek for any outward
hat!” ex-
Hali—referring to the lives and actions of
learned preachers, grave, holy,

yield—* What!

no colleges, no hospitals built? no churches

&It is a great word that I shall speak,”
“and yet I must and will say it, with-

tannicus: the wonder of the world is the Clergy of Britain.
So many learned divines, so many eloquent preachers,
in whatever
under the cope of Heaven.”

‘And we may well bless Goil, who {uve us soch models
to imitate. Think of Laud’s patience under martyrdom,
passed
under *barbarous libellings, and other bitter and grievous
scorns”—of Hammond’s fastings and prayers, fastings for
and prayers more than seven times
a day—of Hooker, the profound and philosophical
Hoolker’s childlike meekness—of Whitgift’s “solace” and
“repose” amidst the grandeur which he maintained for

among his poor brethren”—of Sanderson’s abstinence and
temperance, so that during the whdle of his life he spent
not five shillings upon himself in wine—of Bramhall’s
noble exertions for the Chureh of ireland—of Morton’s
daily alms, his single meal, his strav bed at eighty years
of age, his maintenance of scholars :nd hospitality to all,
his intense studies, like those of s¢ many others of the
same writers, begun daily, to the erd of his life, at four
o'clock in the morning—of Jackson’s charity and genero-
sity—of Patrick’s devotional spirit—of Cosin’s “princely
magnificence” to his “first-born, theChurch”—of Usher’s
“dove-like simplicity, his slownessto take offence, and
readiness to forgive and forget”—of Beveridge's pastoral
zeal—of Nicholson’s “episcopal grevity” *legenda scri-
hens, et faciens scribenda”—of Tay.or's “total forgetful-
ness of self”’—of Bishop Wilson, vhose mere fame for
piety procured from the King of France, in time of war,
an order that no French privateer should pillage the Isle
of Man—of Ken's Sunday feasts with his twelve poor
parishioners—of Andrewes’s “life of prayer,” and his
book of private devotions, found, ‘“worn in pieces by his
fingers, and wet with his tears.” And remember that
these lights of holiness and goodness were not kept burn-
ing, as in a monastic system, under an artificial shelter,
and fed with extraordinary excitements, but exposed to

of the world ; that they are not as accidents and strange
phenomena in the system of the English Church which
make us wonder how they could be found in such a place
under such principles of government; but true and faith-
ful portraitures of her character and doetrines—and then
ask, whether personal holiness be wanting to that Church
as a test of her truth—whether we need any other out-
ward system to make us as holy as they were, than the
system in which they were bred.

One Father of our Church has been reserved, that he
may be spoken of separately—spoken of, as these his
brethren always spoke of him, turning aside whenever
mention of him occurred, as if their pious humility would
not allow them to pass without some token of gratitude
and reverence—the recognised defender of the Church of
England, Bishop Jewell. If one fault be enough to blot
out a whole *angelic life,” a life spent in the service of
the Church, between his chapel and his study; if some
hasty words are to condemn as unworthy of confidence
the man who set an example to all, that in treating of holy

every country where it had
was incompatible with either society or religion, had been
created, and is now again restored, unchanged and un-
censured, by the Romish Chureh, to
a machinery of such gigantic power,
principles,
own, but of the Roman communion,
to confess that, if the foreshadowed form of the Anti-
christ, which is still to come, can any where be traced, it
must be here.

writings of our divines of
especially it will prepare us for many facts which must
strike a student, when he inquires into
managing that controversy with
which the English Church, now,

that final and matured develop-
ment of Popery, its great engine and full representative,
t_he system of Jesuitism; of which we in this day know
little, and believe less; but which, though expelled from
settled, as if its very existence

wield in her service
and such atrocious
that the best and greatest men, not only of our
have been compelled

All this must be borne in mind, when we approach the
the seventeenth century; and

their mode of
Popery and Puritanism,
as throughout the whole
of her existence, will in some shape or other be obliged
to sustain.

OFFERINGS OF THE WISE MEN.*

Treasures they are called before they are opened, that we may
learn God is not to be served with mean things and ordinary
words. Nothing can be too good for him; the treasures of our
hearts, and the treasures of our cabinets and coffers, are never
better opened than for him. David would not offer what cost
him nought ; and Araunah, when he does but understand God’s
business toward, gives like a king (2 Sam. xxiv. 23). The Is-
raelites—hard-hearted Israelites—are yet so tender of God’s
service, that they pluck off their jewels and golden ear-rings for
the service of the tabernacle. 'The first Christian emperors give
their stately halls, and make churches; and nothing is thonght
too costly by pious souls for God’s worship. Are the treasures
and precious things of the earth only for men, and not for God?
— that were strange indeed, and a bondage and usurpation the
creature might well groan under.

2. Gifts they are styled when they are lfresented, to tell us
that God expects gifts as well as dues. Falling down and wor-
shipping are due upon d: the
that forbids it to an idol, must necessarily thence infer it due to
God; and if we do no more than pay our dues, what thank
have we? God loves a free-will offering, and expects it too;
unless we can suppose the Jew more bound to him than are we.

4
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Ourselves know how we value a voluntary service above any;
and think we that God less accepts it? He accepts of the will
when there is nothing else, so much he esteems it; and will he
not accept it when he sees it pour out itself with fulness upon
him?

3. Gold, frankincense, and myrrh, they prove when they are
opened—such best presents as the country affords, and the best
of them; that we may know there is no country so barren, no
man so poor, but may afford something to God's service. Not
the rocks of the one Arabia, nor the sands of the other, so dry
and fruitless but that they yield some fruit for Christ. They
have but little indeed that have not to offer a turtle or a pigeon :
if they have no gold, they may have frankincense and myrrh,—
no such great cost. Even the poor widow had a mite or two,
something at least to bestow on God, to present him with, that
none may plead excuse. 2

Yet, 4, as they are such-as the country yields, proportionable
to that, so they are, as it falls out, very proportionable for them
to offer them. Gold and perfumes : fit presents for kings and
princes, and persons of estate and honour, to present or be pre-
sented with : they are things either costly or delicate, and such
is fittest for them to present to Christ—to offer up their golden
crowns, and readily part with all their sweetnesses and delica-
cies, for his hononr and service. Great men must not give mean
presents; it is unworthy of them.

things he did not *set abroad in print twenty lines, till
he had studied twenty years,”—then we may presume to
speak lightly of Bishop Jewell. But pot 50 the true and
grateful and humble-minded sons of the Church of Eng-
land. They will reverence him with Hooker, as “the
worthiest divine that Christendom hath pred for the space
of some hundreds of years;” with Bilson as “that learned
father;” with Laud, as “that painful, Jearned, and reve-
rend prelate;” with Usher as “0 Maxapitis Juellus, ille
nunquam satis laudatus Episcopus;”™ with l}anCl‘Oft, as “a
man to be accounted of as his name doth import, and so
esteemed, not only in England, but ith all the learned
men beyond the seas, that ever knew him or saw his
writings;” with Morton, as “that admirable doctor in
God’s Chureh,” “that godly bishop,” # whose name we
.acknowledge to be most worthily honourable 1n the Church
of Christ;” with Montagu, as “that Jewel of England;”
with Cosin, as *that worthy and reverend prelate”
( priestantissimus preesul"); with James, 29 “one of the
most precious and peerless Jewels of these Jater times, for
learning, knowledge, judgment, honesty, and industry;”
with Bramhall, as *that learned prelate;” with Carleton,
as “Master Jewel, the reverend Bisho of Salisbury, for
piety and learning the mirror of his time;” with Hall, as
“that precious Jewel of England,” “whom moderate
spirits may well hear ;7 “who alone with allJl.ldlcm'us men
will outweigh ten thousand separatists;” with Field, as
“that worthy Bishop ;7 with the martyr Charles, as one
“whose memory he much reverenced, though he never
thought him infallibles” with Heylin, as “that most
reverend and learned prelate,, a man who very well under-
stood the Church’s meaning;~ that «reverend prelate, of
whom T would not have you think but that I hold as
reverend an opinion, as Yo or any other, be he who he
will;” with Godwin, a8 ¢ felicissime memorize ;7 with
Bishop Bull, as “clarissimus;” With Sancroft, as “our
reverend and learned Jewel; with Stillingfleet, as “that
incomparable bishop™—* that great light and ornament of
this Church, whose memory is preserved to this day with
due veneration in all the Protestant Churchess” and,
lastly, with Whitgift, as “that so notable a bishop, so
learned a man, so stout a champion of true religion, so
painful a prelate.” «Pardon me,” he concludes, as we
will conclude also, «though I sgeak somewhat earnestly;
it is in the behalf of a Jewel that § contemned and defaced.
He is at rest, and not here to antwer for himself. Thus
have I answered in his behalf, who both in this, and other
like controversies, might have been a great stay to this
Church of England, if we had been worthy of him. But
whilst he lived, and especially after his notable and most
profitable travails, he received the same reward of un-
grateful tongues, that other men be cxe’fcxsed with, and
all must look for that will do their duty.

Such are some of the considerations which entitle the
judgment of our old Divines to the highest respect from
every true member of the Church; and the more they are
studied, the more there will be found in them those marks
of discretion and temperance, that ?bsence of partial views,
renunciation of self ds an authority, adherence to primi-
tive antiquity, dislike of needless ehange, and yet willing-
ness to change for good; refusal to compromise truth for
peace, and yet earnest struggles after peace; patient and
laborious pursuit of accurate information, strict and accu-
rate reasoning, and largeness of 90“‘P"ehe"5100, which, as
was said before, when a witness 18 summoned to give evi-
dence, compel respect to his testimony, evem without
reference to his statements. :

One point more is deserving of attention. Tt is their
profound and extensive knowledge of Popery in all its
bearings. They did not shape their judgment of it by
some imaginary hope of effecting at impossible reconcilia-
tion; nor from some favourable specimen of the Gallican
Church, the least popish of all popish communions; nor
from the face which Popery can assule When addressing
itself to an educated Taind; nor from the Catholic portions
retained in it, and by some conft}unded With the Papal.—
They saw it before them, practically €ngaged in its real
and “characteristic work; that quk which it has been
about from the beginning, and which constitutes the very
charter and essence of its existence,—the acquisition of
power,—power of all kinds, at all hazards, by all means
over all minds; using for this purpose all instruments,
whether of good or of evil; profesSiig reverence for all

holy things, that it may win the holY, and practising in-

!

5. Not mean ones, say I; not few neither. Here is three
together for one present at a clap; and three is all. "Tis the
perfectest number, and intimates all. Of every thing we give
God somewhat; it is as it were a grace to sanctify the rest:
nor can we, methinks, promise ourselves a blessing upon any
thing we enjoy, till we have first offered it, or of it, to God.
Certain it is, I dare assure him, he loses nothing of anything
that gives any of it to God; but increaseth best by that dimi-
nishing.

6. Yet proportionable only to our condition are we required
to offer. Every one cannot offer gold. 'These wise men, there-
fore, the type of all the Gentiles, that were come to offer, not
only offer like Zings, but like persons of narrow condition also,
Frankincense and myrrh—things of alower value ; that we may
know God accepts all, any thing—so we offer it willingly.
T'urtles and pigeons, as well as lambs and bulls; mites as well as
talents ; frankincense and myrrhas well as gold; the poor man’s
present as well as the greatest kings’ and princes’.

7. God, as he loves men should keep proportion to their abi-
lities, not that they should be burthened ; yet he loves also that
they should keep some proportion to himself. 'We must have
regard to God's honour, as well as our own low estate ; not offer
lame, or maimed, or refuse things « « « » .

8. Do we it, lastly, largely, with open hearts, and hands, and
purses, open all our treasures; spread them all before him ; bid
him please himself, take what he will, al if he will; reserve
nothing, no part, no portion from him, as did Ananias and Sap-
phira, who paid dearly indeed for being 8o close-handed, (Acts
v.); but open we all our treasures to him; keep we nothing
from him; knowing this, that ke that soweth plentifully, shall
reap plentifully ; and he that gives most, shall yet never lack.
And where he takes it not himself, let us pick the choicest out
of all; and with these wise and happy souls present them to
him. Somewhat of our gold, our abundance, and superfluities;
somewhat out of our franki y our pet and con-
veniences; somewhat out of our myrrh, our necessaries, that

are to uphold nature, and as myrrh does the dead body, keep it
from stinking. Somewhat ot of all, Isay ; the more the better;
but some at least out of all three. “Our goods, indeed,” saith
the Psalmist, “are nothing unto thee ; nothing unto thee, O God,
in comparison of thee, the chiefest good > our riches nothing to
thine ; thou needest not them neither ; - yet for all that, give
him these we must: for he needs not our prayers neither, our
souls neither ; nothing of ours indeed at all: yet does he lay his
claim to all, and requires some of all.

THE ENLARGEMENT OF CHRIST'S KINGDOM
DEPENDENT ON THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.
(By Dr. J. B. Sumner, Bishop of Chester.)

You perceive then, brethren, on what this consummation,
in great part, depends. 1t depends on you, to whom the
spiritual care of these parishes, and of the families and the in-
dividuals they consist of; is entrusted. You are to be the in-
struments by which thekingdom is enlarged ; you are the agents
by which it must be organized. Every child which you train
up in the way it should go, as  Christ’s faithful soldier and
servant;” every wanderer whom you reclaim, and recover to the
fold ; every weak Christian whom you strengthen ; every ear-
nest Christian whom you preserve in the unity of the faith;
every family which you establish in the habits of social prayer,
and settle on the foundation of Christian prineiple; all these
are so many additions made to the kingdom of Christ, and tend
to approximate his universal rule. And why should it not be
universal?  Is the arm of the Lord shortened, that it should not

% From Sermons by Dr. Mark Frank, Master of Pembroke Hall in
Cambridge, &c. London, 1672.

to family, and from parish to parish, till “one shall say,

7 am the Lord’s; and another shall call himself by the name of
Jacob; and another shall subseribe with his hand unto the Lord,
and surname himself by the name of Israel!” (Isaiah xliv. 5.)
We are not to wait for fresh interpositions on the part of God;
we are not to look for extraordinary effusions of the Holy Spirit ;
but we are to act upon the means vouchsafed to us, abundantly
sufficient as they are, and to trust the promise, that the word of
God skall not return unto him void.

It was in this way that the kingdom of Christ began. The
Spirit influenced the deacon Philip, to explain the gospel of
Christ Jesus to the Ethiopi h. He believed that Jesus
Christ was the Son of God, and was baptized. (Acts viii. 37.)
Thus Christ reigned in an INDIVIDUAL HEART where he had
not reigned before.

Paul and Silas spake the word of the Lord to the Philippian
jailor. And ke was baptized, and rejoiced, believing in God with
all his house. (Acts xvi. 33, 34.) From that time Christ
reigned in a FAMILY which had hitherto been subject to the
prinee of this world.

The gospel came to the Thessalonians in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; so that they turned from
idols to serve the living and true God, and fo wait for his Son
from heaven. ~(‘Thess. i. 5—9.) Here then wasa DISTRICT
delivered from the power of Satan, and brought over to the do-
minion of Christ.

Thus the kingdom of Christ had its first beginning in the
world, through the ministry of the apostles. And you are the
successors of the apostles. To them was committed the minis-
try of reconciliation, and the same ministry is committed to you.
You have the same object to accomplish; the only object in this
world which can be spoken of as of real importance, that of pro-
moting, in some way or other, the kingdom of Christ;—whe-
ther by bringing over to him those who were before living with-
out God in the world, or by strengthening the weak-hearted, or
by raising up them that fall, or by edifying the church, and
maintaining steadfast unto the end those who have taken up in
earnest the yoke of their Redeemer. In pursuing this object,
you have, on one side, the same obstacles to overcome, and, on
the other side, the same assistance to rely on. To hinder your
success, you have the like deep-rooted prejudices, the like at-
tachment to this present world, the same lusts of the flesh, in
short, the same fallen nature arrayed against you; opposition,
farmore hard to be surmounted than those can imagine who
have not had long intercourse with the corrupt heart, both in
themselves and others. Blessed be God, however, you have the
same encouragement to speed and animate your labours. With
men this is impossible; but not with God. (Mark x.27.) Be-
fore the power of his grace, the cold apathy of the Gentile world
melted like ice before the sun, and Dionysius the Areopagite
clave unto Paul and believed. (Acts xvil. 84.) Before the
power of his grace the strong holds of philosophy gave way, and
every high thing which exalteth itself af inst the knowledge of
God was brought into captivity, and bowed down to the cross
of Christ. Before the power of his grace, sensuality was puri-
fied, and the carnal passions restrained ; Corinth repented of her
Inxury, and in effeminate Antioch men Were first called Chris-
tians. Before the power of his grace, the prejudices of birth
and education yielded, and spiritual pride became meck and
humble ; the scholar of Gamaliel confessed himself the chief of
sinners, and the Pharisee Nicodemus learnt that he must be
born again.

And can we suppose that the word which achieved these
triumphs is less effectual now ? Is it not still quick and power-
ful, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit #
Has the energy of the Holy Ghost failed, that it can no longer
warm the careless and indifferent, or melt the hard-hearted, or
refine the impure? Has Christ withdrawn the promise, that he
will be with his ministers alway, even unto the end of the world?
No. The Seripture is still sharper than any two-edged sword,
which cannot be wielded in vain ; the Spirit still bloweth where
it listeth, and we hear the sound thereof;” and Christ, the chief
Shepherd, still encourages those faithful pastors who enter by
the door into the sheepfold, and blesses their endeavours to lead
the flock along that safe and appointed way. Nothing is want~
ing, but that we, having the same object as the apostles, and in
kind, at least, the same means, should imitate their spirit and
their zeal; should be equally convinced of the importance of
the trust committed to us, namely, that gospel, which is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, and
equally convinced of its difficulty, while we contend against
spiritual as well as against flesh and blood. Such
conviction will act within us as a continual exhortation to
preach the word in season and out of season, to instruct and re-
buke with all authority; and both publicly, and. from house to
house, to testify repentance towards God, and faith towards our
Lord Jesus Christ.

family
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A LITTLE WATER A GREAT BLESSING.
(From The [Episcopal Recorder.)

The following interesting Jittle narrative is told by the Rev.
Horatio Southgate, our missionary to Asia, in a letter written
by him to the Sunday School Missionary Society of George-
town, D. C. He supposes that the children composing that
society may sometimes feel discouraged, in giving the little they
have, on account of the very many millions in the heathen world
that are still to be converted. The following incident shows
how much good a very little may do:

«Last summer T was in Mesopotamia, the land in which
Abraham lived, and was crossing a desert in the midst of sum-
mer where every thing was burot up by the sun. Every little
shrub was yellow as if it had been before a scorching  fire.—
There was nowater, There were no houses, Several days we
travelled and did not meet a single person. We rode on horse-
back, and our horses became very faint as well as we, and as we
rode along we held down our heads like withered leaves, the sun
was g0 hot upon us. One day we travelled many hours and
found no water. We conld not stop until we reached water,
for we were parched with thirst and our horses could not travel
unless we gave them water. It is very dangerous to ride over
such a desert in the day time in summer. Men are often killed
by it, the sun is so hot. 'Those who are obliged to go over the
desert in summer travel in the night, and stop by day under a
tent. But we could not do so, because in the morning we did
not come to any water. We travelled till noon, and still we
found no water—not a drop. We sent our men down into
every hollow and up every Jittle hill, to see if they could find
any water. But they found none. What was still worse we
lost our way, for there are no roads in the desert, and our guide,

l though an Arab who had always been accustomed to the deserts,

did not know where he was. I told him the night before that
we were going wrong, because 1 knew by the stars. Eut he
would not listen to me, and hardly spoke a word all the journey,
but rode on before us, and we were obliged to follow. When
noon came we began to be afraid that we should find no water
that day. Some wanted to stop and lie down on the ground,
they were so weary and faint. But 1 would not listen to it
although T was as weary and faint as any of them, because I
was afraid that if our horses stopped they would not be able to
go on again, and we should be all left to perish in the desert.
When I saw they wished to stop I would not, but ordered the
guide to ride on, and when 1 followed, all the rest were obliged
to come too. T asked the guide which way we should go to find




