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« The most distinct account of the eartern lam-
entations that Sic J. Chatdin has given, is in the
sixth volume of his MS.; by which we Jearn
that thelr emotions of jiy, as well as of sorromw,
are expressed by loud ciies.  The passaze is ex-
tremely curious, and the purport of it is as fol.
lows: ¢ And hevwext atoud, and the E gyptians,
and the house of Pharaoh heard.” This is'exactly
the genius of !!19. people of Asia, especially of the
women, Their sentiinents of joy or of ereef are
properly, trrnsparts ; and their. transports are un-
govetied, excensive, and truly outrazeous,

When any one fetoens (ram a long  joutney,
or dies, his family hu:st into eries, that many he
heard twenty doors off 5 and thinis renewed at
different tinies, and cantinues many days , ac-
cording to tho vigont of the passion, Especially
are these cries long in the case of death, and
frightful 3 for their mowininy is rizht down des-
puir, and an imaze of hell, I wne lndged, in
the year 1676, at Ispahan, ncar the Royal Square;;
the misiress of the next liouse 10 mine qied at
the time. The moment she expired, all the
family, to the number of twenty-live or thiny
propley set up such a futicus cry, that T waa quite
started, aml was shove two liours before I could
recover mysell.  These erica eontinue a long time,
then cease all at once : they bevin azain, ax sud-
denly, at day-break, and in concert. It is this
suddenness which is so ternifying, together with a
greater shrillness and dowilness than one would
easily imagine. This envaged kind of mourning,
it Lmnay callitsn, continued forty days; and
equally violent ; but with diminulion fiom day to
day, The longest and most violent acts were,
when they washed the hody, when 1hey petfu-ned
ft, when they cusried it ont to be interred, at
making the inveutory, and when they divided
ihe effects.  You are not 10 suppose that those
who were ready to split their theoats with ceving
out, wept as much ; as the greater part of them
did mot shed a single tear through the whole

tragedy.

¢ The shadow of death,”? is akind of praver-
bial phrase, which oflen occurs in the Old Testa-
meat, and somelimes in the New, It generally
denotes some dark or gloomy scene, accompanied
with immment dunger, fear, or tetror, hut has no
immedinte” reference te death: the shadow of
death is not death. InJob, xxiv. 17, the wicked,
who had been committing their crimes during the
night, are represented in 1he morning to be in the
shadotw of death : that I, they acein feap Jost
they should be discovered ; lizht to them iz what
dackness is to others. The plirase accuss in the
234 Pealm, which David bunted from place 1o
lace. ‘Though he was oblized 10 lie concenled
n caverns and dreary forestg, and sufteresl much
affliction, yet he exptreses his full confidence in
God, s his Stepherd, who would guide, protect,
and provide for him. Tins phrase should not be
testricted to death 3 though it has often been im-

properly so applied.
RELIGIQUS LITERATURE.,

«THERE 1S NOTHING BUT TROUBLE ]N
THIS WORLD.”
CoNvERsIKG with men of dillerent ages, and in
various circumstances, | have heard many of them
spesk of the unsatisfoctoriness of worlily enjoy-
* ments : nay, it has been very frequently affinned,
There is nothing but lrouble in this world.”” Hav-
ing heard this hackneyed expres-ion drop from
the lips of a pemson in company the other day, I
was led fo examine it. Anl was the more in-
clined to do so, because, I myseif never found the
wotld to be so much a vale of tears, as to uffurd
“nothing but trouble.” I have had that share of
the treubles of life, which divine Providence has
seen good fo lepoint,, or to permit ; anu have se-
veral (imes been in circumstances peculiariy
painfal and trying. But on a cool, dispassianate
teview of the good 1 have enjoyed and the evil §
have suffered, the former far outweighs the latter.
. 'The enquiry then arose in my mind, ¢ [s the
wotld more indolgent to me than to others 7 The
Maker and Governot of the world has been kind
and gracious to me in every point of view; and
‘h# is loving 10 all, and his merey is over ail his
works. . I am not, indeed, sufhciently acquainted
with the circomstances, comforte, and sorrows of
others, to determine, with cextainty, how far the
ong-exceeds the otber, However, so far as one

B o e oot gl
in gerers] b thn e of gool than evil, 1 say,
particatur’ v there may e exceptions: Some
every sid persons are perpetnally troubled on
coory side, and all under the aun, is, to them.

Yanily and vexation of spirit.”  Allowing these
exceptions, (which are comparatively few,) not-
withstanding all the evils which sin has inta-
duced into our world, throngh the merciful indul-
gence of Godl, our cup, though mixed, has more
of the swcl"et than the bitter. ?

. From thege views, il is natural to enquire

it comes In pass thn: such maltitn le: \?I:or ",‘L\o;n'
'Gﬂ"'- in !nl«rahle circumstaness, s oft- n l‘l‘rla’[p
¢ There is nothing but trouble in this world 7**

To form a 1izht judgment on this subject, it is
necessary to attend to the character, spirit, pur.
suits, and condnct of men. By this means we
may ascertain the true causes of that gensral dis.
satisfaction and discontent which prevail amongs!
men of all ranke, °
. 1. Tu? natural ingratilnde of the human heart
is one principal canse of those romplsints of the
world which are s0 common, A uracions Provi-
dence daily loads us with henefits,  We recrive
ten thousand thousand precious gifta at hishands,
and think litlle of them. Butif any of them be
withdrawn, we immediately comglain as though
we were injuted : And when gicknise, losses in
trade, or loss of fiiends chequer onr path, we
araiga at our bar the Jude of all the Earth ; ¢sre-
j!}dp,e his Justice :** pags a severs censure on the
divine conduct, and exclun, ¢ There is nothing
bul trovtle in this world.”

2. One extreme frequently produces another:
2nd men, like the wind, turn ahout from Fast o
West.  Hence, an undue, idolatrons altachment
ta the wotld often produces dissatisfaction ani
discontent.

_In the morming of life, while 1the spirils are
vizorons, and the heart beats high for happineas,
and the mind is blinded by the god of this worlt,
many please themnselves with Mattering prospocts
of uninterrupted prosperity. The path throngh life
appears smooth and flowery : No thorie or briers
in the way. The voyage of life is to be accomn-
plished witt.out storms, without danger, or incon-
venience, FEvery muccecding change in their
connections and  condition §s to be a gra’iual
accent ftom pleasure to pleasute 3 and the deluded
wind sees no end of its enjoyments.  For a while,
pechape, a variely of agreeable events, confirin
the high expectations of the enraptured soul,
Bat eaon the path of life becomes rough and
thorny,—the s2a becomes lempestuous,—¢ Dis-
appointment emiles at Hope’s cateer.” Thoge
changes which promised increasing delight, are
soutrces of sorrow, and the mind, sonted by disap-
p(}inlmcn(l, can relish none of the enjoyments of
lifes

8. The ohservation just made ceems, however,
to apply to those only who have been what is
commonly called unfortanate. There are others
whose pa b scarcely appears chequered : Health
and prosperity have been their constant attend-
ants. They ure not in outward trouble like other
men, and have more than heart can wish, Yet
even some of these will join in the comman cry,
¢ ‘There is nothing, &c.”” The reason is obvious,
They put the creature in the place of the Creator §
and find, hy sad experience, that the best things
the world can afford, are disproportionate to the
desires of the rational, immortal mind.

But this genera) complaint of present troubles,
is not confined to worldly men, Religious pessons
not unfrequently fall into the same error.

In some cases, this may arise from a culpable
weatiness of the world, an unwilligness to en-
dnre afiliction. Such expressions often drops from
the lips of pious persons of a gloomy, discourazed
temper, under the pressure of present trials,
Somelimes good men are so distressed with the
views which they have of the cotrapt state of
mankind, and are so afflicted ‘on account of the
wickedness, perhaps, of near relatives, that they
view the world through a wrong medium, and
can see nothing but evil. And we frequently
hear aged people, who are sinking nnder Infirmi-
ties, whose s world is dead,” and, therefore, have
ittle left to endear life unto them, exclaimiug,
« There is,” &e.

Learn, O my soul, 1.
life as the gifis of divine
them to the glory of God, Le
be so meny means of weaning
world and the creature.

To value the com/oits of
bounty, and improve
Let the avils of life"
thee from the

2. Make thy Gul thy All: Then thou shait
preserve equanimity of temper in all conditions
and circumstances,

8. Look at the things which are not seen,
Soon shall thou enter into that state and place

where allis rest, quietness, and assurance for
ever. Amen,

.. A SICK DISCIPLE. ,

I fell in with such an ane lately, and felt moved
to give some accountof him. A few particulare
may possibly help sume 1o recover who ate now
<ick, and keep others from hecoming so,

1. Mis counlenance was changed. Sick peo-
vle’s faces are net upt to look like other people’s.
They lonk palv, and olten sad and sorrowful,
l"l.w healthful glow had left the countenance of
this digriple. Moses? face shone, and the Lord
accepted Joh's face, and a cheerful one, for that
reason it must bave been.  David conld say, 4 tho
f.ord i the health of my countenance,’” and
hence it could not look sickiy and sad. And
Peul’s face was 35 steadlastly set towards Hea-
ven, was so illumined with hope, and so anima-
ted by a cheerful conrage, that it muat have been
a comfort folnok upon it.  But this discipie’s face
was the contrast of all this. There was neither
courage, nor hope, not peace, nor uny of the
characteristics of spititual health apon it.  This
was partly the reqult of another thing.

2. Ie had no appelite.  And if one has not, in
due time his face will ghow it. 1 saw the very
hest of faod offesed him. 1t wae such fond thad
one of the best judges in the woild p:onounced it
“the finest of the wheat.? ¢« 0Oil ont of the rock,
and hioney out of the Ninty rock, and more to be
dAngired than gold, yea, than much fine gold.”
Patriarchs, und propheis, and apostles had fond it
the rreatest lnsury in the world. But one discl-
ple did nat relish it,  There war a banquet hooss
near him where he could find this food served up
in good style, once a week, anid social repasty
were very frequently within reach, beside having
a store of it in his own house. But the unfre-
qnency of going after it, and the indifference
shown to what he had at- hone,manifested that he
had a miserahle appetite. ‘The utmost pains had
heen taken to provide him with the most savory
dishes, hut all wonld not do,

8, His weak and loltering steps also showed
that he was out of health. When § saw him,
there was some sappearence 89 though he wae
commeneing a pilgrimage to a distant but branti~
ful conntry, §t seemed as if something had been
done (nwards having his loins girt about, and biy
feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of
peace, and there hmr been hope that he would
have walked on firmly and holdly ; yes, even tun
without being weary. Bt those who had hoped
for alt this had to take it all back. He war
scarcely in motion at all when Isaw him. What
there was of motion was so langnid and feeble that
there was little progress, Thero was no question
about his being sick. People said he wag o
strong man lo run a race in regaré to the world,
but [ wae looking at his progresg to Zion. If he
was wotl'ly well, be was spirivally sick, that §
shall nnt cive up,

4. Sick peopls are often ezcessively drowsy.
And this was one aspect of the disease of this sick
disciple. A voice of prodigious energy and pow-
er, had often broke itpon him in the sppeal,
« Walch 1 but he would nod with drowsiness
while it was ringing in his ears, And again, the
same voice, waxing very loud, had sought to
shake him with the soand, % Awake, thou that
sleepest 17 But his eyelids only opened a little
way when they hastened together dgain, and he
was in as sound 8 slumber as ever. And he has
been long in the same stupid state. And as all
means, even the very best, have been used te
rouse hiin inte wakefulness, and have failed,there
is preat anxiety about his case.

There are ssveral more things that I might say
about the sick disciple, but I can stop now only
for two.

1. His sickness makes olhers sick. Some dis=
eases are not contagious, and thankful we might
well be il this were one of them, But very sor~
rowful instances have 1 seen of the contrary,
His drooping facc has made other faces droop.
His want of appetite for spirilual food has seemed
to.cause othecs to lose theirs. And some of his
companions in the Christian pilgiimage here, ap-
peared o learn of him to pursve their way with

feeble, languid, and totlering stepi. Aud his



