g

‘articles, confessions,
s g ¢ and supiembey,
. the hook of  Christian’ Institulion, ;and many

“excellent writings 3 and ify on the other hand;
- in the sama breath, we_accustom . ourselves to
i gpeak “slightingly “and - disparagingly of those

.+ great and vencrable names of the sixteenth cen-

{ury of whom one of the ablest and wisest of mo-
dern aithorities hassaid, that ¢ we shall search
“in vainy either in ancient or modern history,
for examples of inen inore justly entitled to the
praise o splendid talents, sonnd. learning, rud
genitine piely 32 or if we: learn to desiguate
- the blessed Reformation itself as ¢ that great
schism? which: ¢ shattered? the ¢ secramen-
fum unitatis,?? since which cra ¢ truth has.inot
dwelt simply and securely in any visible taber-.
nacle 37 or if we undervalie our own liturzy,
and formularies, and homilies, or put interpre~
tations on onr articles at-variance with what
has been genérally received as the inientions
of their compilers, and: inconsistent: with - the
royal declaration, that % no man . . .. shall put
his own sense or comment to be the meaning.”
Andy lastly, T cannot -but ‘fear the conse-
quences for the character; the efficiency, and
the very truth of our church, if a system of
teaching should become extensively popular
which dwells uponi -the external anil ritual
parts of religious service, while it loses sight
of theit inner meaning and spiritual life ; which
defaces the brightest glory of the Church, by
forgetting the continnal presence of her Lord,
seeming in effect to depose him from his right-
ful pre-eminence ; which speaks of the sacra-
ments not asseals and pledges, but as instru-
menrts of salvation in a justificatory and causal
sense j not as eminent means of grace, inas-
much as ¥ faith is confirmed and grace in-
creased® in them, as our article speaks 3 notas
that they ¢ be not only badges or ‘tokens of
Christian men’s professien, but rather certain
sure witnesses and effectual signs of grace,”
as our article speaks again, but as if they were
the only sources of Divine grace, to the exelu-
sion of any other: the means, the keys of the
kingdom ;* deprecating, as superstitious, an
¢apprehension of resting in them,” aud in-
vesting them with a saving intrinsic efficacy,
not distinguishable, by ordinary understand-
ings, from the opus operatum; which tends
. tosubstitute, at least in unholy minds, for the
worship in spirit and in truth, the observance
of % days and months, and times and yecars ;**
for the cheerful vbedience of hlial love, an as-
pect of hesitation, and trouble, and doubt ; for
the freedom of the gospel, a spirit of bondage ;
for the ways of pleasantness, and the peace
which passeth all understanding, the valley of
Baca anla body of death; which works out
salvation, indend, with fear and trembling, but
without any foretaste of the rest that remain-
efh for the people of God, and without joy er
peace in believing.— Charge to the Clergy of
the Diocess of Winchester, 1811.)

- TOTAL ABSTINENCE.
. The aftempt ‘which is sometimes made,to
“destroy the argument for tofal abstinence from
" intoxicating liquors, by a comparison of - the
. use of such liquors, with indulgence in articles
“of foody fails wholly .in'the analogy. “Food is

- ‘necessary . in itself, and becomes. physically

“injirious:~only ‘in_its perversion. or;excess.
- Total abstinence from food, becomes necessa-
ily death; and cannot, therefore, in any case

th ): rom being physi<
~cally, injurious, like abstinence’ from | food,is
acknowledged by - all to be: harmless, "proved
. and “universally. .confessed to be: healthful ‘in
. .its influence and lendency’; afid even believed
by many, to be indispensable ‘to the mainte-
nance of health.. Temperance in the use of
food is necessarily therefore, in the nature of
the subject, abstinence only from excess ; be-
cause " partial indulgence is indispensable to
life.. Temperance in the use of intoxicating
drinks, is in the nature of the subject, necessa-
rily enfire abstinence, because any indulgence
is in itself acknowledged to be unnecessary ;
proved to be huriful; and the encouragement
and allowance of an instrument of diszase and
death to the hezlthful physical system. The
argnnent of those who oppose the stand and
claims of entire temperance in this connection,
. ‘must be; therefore, altogéther a defensive one,
> and maintained -upon the ground of their per-
sonal right to the indulgence which they are
unwilling to renounce. 1t can stand within
‘no other walls of defence, than an avowed and
inconcealable love for the indulgence which js
defended, though it is conceded to Le without
physical "benefit, and known fo be attended
with a train of ‘moral evils and miseries in the
world, which hide from view, in the compari-
son, all -other ‘sufferings of mankind.—From

¢ The beloved . Physician,”. a Discoursé ad-
+ dressed .to Medical Students, 'by. Stephen: H.

" TyngyD. D. Reclor of 'the Church of the Epi-
_phany, Philadelphia. - = - G

. [(We  think -this a very striking™ passage.

".‘The former part of it seems to us incontrover-

Afible.”. About . the’ middle,”the argument - is

- carried beyond its legitimate conclusions. -We

¢~'sheuld say : ‘¢ ‘Temperance in .the use' of "in-
... toxicating drinks may, in the nature of the sub-

" jecty with perfect safety become entire absti-

" nence from’ conscientious molives, because

any indulgence  is in ifself ‘unnecessary, nex!

7 {o proved 1o be hiriful;and thé encouragement
and ‘allowance of an instrament of discase and

death'to the healthful physical system.??: The
< walls of defence® are somewhat . wider than

what the latter part of the passage marks ont.:
‘The “simple:. fear: of "disobliginz - those ‘ with.
~whom' we live in "habils - of - Intercourse; -and

appearing: precise’; and :singular,” find “room

within.'- How desirable, then,'that we should

| Liturgy.

s’ ‘;spi_ L_‘\of:(blcyéfl'iqln::in_t,ci‘ll‘}c"r mit
| the grand ohstacle to ‘their : candi,

- to'relinguish 11is prerogative, it would be 1lis
swivi ael 3 but ne aetse! mun's e foreibly
divest  Him ol it. - Man, therefore, might
forfeit: his ability, and" yet” God ‘retain “His
Janthority.” © Accordingly, since "God made
man ‘upright, and - imposed ‘ohedience when
man was able to obey, man’s fall cannot.have
abrogated obligations” impoesed before” he fell,
because no act of his can throw.off ' God’s title
to his service. ' B

himself and his posterity inan: ulter incapa-
city to'vield obedience, the- wlhiole raco: con-
tinues liable to the penalty of disobediencey—.
unless G either resign His claim, or. accept:
in lieu of;man’s, the meritorious obedience of
a Substitute, But, nowhere - learning: that
God has ever relinquished His authenty, it
follows, that man, unless - interested in the
imputed righteonsness of another, remains ex-
posed to all:the consequences of the Fally—
tesponsible, though powerless, . I this ab-
stract theory concerning man’s impotent re-
sponsibility be true, let a conviction of help-.
lessness lead us to one whose strength is made
perfect in weakness, so that, as of old to
ismel, ife may say to us—¢¢ Thon hast de-
stroyed thyself, but in me is thine help found.”
Hosea, 13, 9.

Tt Verean,

QUEBEC, THURSDAY, MAY 2, 16844,

In accordance with the purpose which we
announced in our last, we now refer to the
case in which it seems to us that the Episco~
pal Church in Scotland has assumed an aspect
repulsive to the people in the midst of whom
she has established her worship.

Amongst the Episcopal Clergy in Edinburgh
is the Rev. D. J. K. Drummond, ordained by
an English Bishop, but for a number of years,
and up to 1842, canonically subject to the
Bishop of Edinburgh, as Pastor of a' congre-
gation in his Diocese. ~ The ministrations of
that gentleman seem fo have been highly
appreciated by an affectionate people ; and he,
in the use of a liberty whichhe did not know
the Church to forbid, had instituted, besides
other privale means of edification, a weekly
‘prayermeeting which was so- well attended
that many a time numbers had te go away for
want of room. It was held ina hall rented
for the purpose by the minister, and was con-
ducied by singing two hymus, giving anexpo-
sition of Scripture; and an extempore prayer.
. After_having performed this service for
years with the cognizance of the late Bishop

fo the Episcopate this meeling was &ét}afqd
forbidden by the 28th" Canon of ‘the - Scottish
Episcopal Church in’ which it 'is stated. that
<« if an Clcrz)m.m‘:hallofﬁctale or pre

o' first “ offence;
&co &l A

be. admonished. b
Ty
us, Torbids, as the Bishop
% matilations of the Liturgy ;-

Total'omission.” T

" “Mr. Drummand represented, that his mect-
ing was a private ‘one, but his Diocesan de-
cided to the contrary, suggesting, however,
to Mr. Drummond that he should appeal to
the Synod of the Diocese, and thence, if- ne-
cessary, to the College of Bishops, in order to’
ascertain-which interpretation would be adopt-
ed by the highest authority. 3Mr, Drummend
preferred the alternative. which was opened
to him by a number of the members of his
congregalion, of renouncing his' connexion
with the Scotlish Episcopal Church, and
opening a place of worship of the kind refesred
lo in the short History of that Church inserted
in another column. Ie there officiates -now,
we prcsuﬁie, as a Clergyman in comiexion
with the Church of England, adhering to the
English. Book of Common Prayer in public
worship, and using the liberly of private’ mi-
nistrations which the ‘mother church allows
her Clergy. -~ -~ i o
" Now this result of the matter is much to be
deplored.- Without questioning the conscien-
tious zeal of cither of the partics belween
whom the difference of opinion came to light,
we are struck with the fact that the meeting
which Mr.: Druminond ‘found  soacceplable
with the people; was a inost. promising oppor-
‘{unity-for bringing those under the minisira-
tions of an Episcopalian ‘who would not ceine
“under the influence of his ministry at those op-
‘portunities of worship where he adhered to the
Liturgy.." Once “convinced; by ‘observation)
thatthe use of forms at our public ministrations
‘dozs not, as Ndn-Epigcbpity_l‘iqné are apt. o per-

ade - themselvis,
‘

o)

R R YA PAESIANS N
i deaden the

nister. or-jicople,

"

- Notwithstunding, then, that Adam Invelved |

“worship,

of Edinburgh; on' the elevation of his successor.

|bers, ot prevent

ach’

“jenclosetin the arkvhere themsely

| cation and safety.

;[official - character. s ; he
Awhich ingerts the ‘intelligence 3. no, respons

‘Jdical is incurred by. thos
‘| tellizence proceeds.

‘tuke refuge; from division i their” own  com=

munion; ‘under-ihe banneis of Episcopacy,

must be consideted as nearly gone. .

We vontured, in“our last:number, to give
: +

mond?s. liberty “in ‘this maller: was, needless..

We donol presume to question the correciness

of the Bishop’s interpretation of the 'Can‘on."
So far are we from it, that we consider Mr.
Drunihond’s judgment was incorrect in looking
upon that - interpretation as suflicient, and de-
clining to.avail himself of the privilege of
appeal.  But then the fact: becomes the more
prominent, that - the legislative power in the
Scotlish Episcopal Church at  this day looks
with disfavour upon the freedom of devotional
exercises implied in the course which Mr.
Drummond pursued. She allows her Clergy
full tiberty at meetings which, from their na-
ture, must remain confined to small numbers
out of their congregations : meelings of com-
municants, meetings of candidates for confir-

‘| mation, meetings for communicating mission-

ary intelligence. Even a prayer-meeting,
precisely of the character of Mr, Drummond’s,
may be conducted with safety by the Scottish
Episcopal Clergyman, as long as it is attended
by asmall portion only of his congregalion, so
as to be strictly private in that sense.  But if
itprove so attractive a means of edilication,
that the number of altendants increases until
the parlour becomes too smail, and he must
engage a larger room to admit the mumbers
who throng to avail themselves of this privi-
lage ; if this increase should even consist of
Non-Episcopalians who come to profit by the
ministrations ef an Lpiscopal Clergyman, the
Canon comes into foree, and compels him to
use the un-mutilated formulary for public
Bishops in England have not so
circumscribed . the liberty of their Clergy,
Tliey have been known cven fo decline li-
censing lecture-rooms for public worship, be-
cause their license would bind the Clergyman
to use the Liturgy, when they thought it more
destrable he should be free louse his discretion.
This, we think, is the spirit of the Church of
England. 1t is one among those features of
conciliating wisdern which have so strongly
attached to her that portion of her Clergy who
have been mainly instrumental in' elevating

| the tone of piety ithin her, most of whom

adhete to her forms with inllexible consistency,
and . with' the ‘most ‘edifying - effect ';‘.t'wlh‘ose»
seasons of publié'wor.;hip where all }‘\’e_r"\mc‘m'-
°r e by necessity, ‘are consi-
attend, but use thefrecdgm
n . "Drummond, 2

es find edifiz

t:"A corregponident who has furnished ns'with
more than one truly “Berean contribution al-
ready, alddresses to us the following jnquiry :
’ To the Editor of ‘the Berean.
Siny—Having heard doubts expressed as to
the import of a term used by you in the Lead-
ing Article of your first number,. and thinking
that an opinion delivered by yourself upon the
subject would be acceptable to many of your
readers, T am induced to ask the question—
What ‘is meant by a Dioresan Paper® ?
You say that an attempt was made last autuinn
to institute ¢ a Diocesan Paper,®- but without
success, Now as the term is allogether new
to myself, [ should be glad to know first, what
would be the characteristic features of siich a
journal, and secondly, what particular advan-
tages would accrue to the Church from having
such a periodical, that are. not derived from
your own? I
. &e.

S AN INQUIRER,
This question is so natural, that we are.al-
most ashamed to say we have heen at a loss how
to answer il.: Like our inquirer (whoseems
to he somewhat more fresh :from the mother
country: than ourselves) .we do not strictly
know ~what would be the charactleristic fea-
tures of a Diocesan paper, though we are ready
enough o state what we meant by it, when we
became parties ‘to  {he application mentioned
in our first number, and alluded to by onr. Cor-
respondent. - We and: our ' associates .wonld
have been ready fo; consider the . deficiency
filled up which we" lamented, if - a periodical
could have been started through measures ini-
tiated: by the highest ecclesiastical authority.
in -the, Diocese. - Such apublication. would
have been Diocesan in our estimation, so far as
to stay.all further attempis on our.part (o es-
tablish another} and the- Editor of 'the Berean
would- thus have zcquired "entire reliel from

solicitation on the subject. .t vt
“But the 'truihis; ‘the - Church of :England
knows nothing of Diocesan payiers, - We never
heard-of 'such a thing in Ingland. . :Dioccsan
intellizence’seéms to he put . within the'reach:
of every Jditor that chooses to give it circula~
tion 3 and aceordingly itis found in the Thnes,
s in the -Morning Chronicley” in.the: Church
Intelligengor,-as,in: the - Recordy: and whatever
other periodical antipodes theretmay: hai:' No
imparted {0 the ipapsr

I am, &c.

hility: for the>views ‘advocated by “thdt pe

rom’ whom_the!in

‘We haye; learned- io"use the- te
cesan ;ipaper’? during. our. residence

Lincthe

it conveys applied {o- the: instilirtions; of - our:

ot thereby hec me applicable fo"the ‘position.

=

for: Chiirelr in the: United: Stales,’it would

our opinion {hat the restriction of Mv.“Drum- |

| hopi 5 the iumber of Preshyters: with: cure of

| neighbouring republic. - But sinceour Corres- ¢
| pondent has:led: us:{o look for.our: anthority;in’
1| dopting-ity'we find that, even'if the ‘meaninz

"ol ihe Chuteh'in these:” Provinces: - In” the
V Stateg, every.-Dincese: has: ils: representative
body : o convention, composed of ~“Hishop,
Clergy, and Lay Delegates.  ‘They might, if
they chose, adopt a Periodical us their official
Corgan.. . Nou such representative body exists at
presentin the English Fpiscopal Church, and
! conscqucntliy ¢ the Diocese? cannot so act. a8
“{o muke a Periodical become Diocesan, .-
“ In point of facty however, the atlempts, in
onr sister Church, al giving a Diocesan cha-
racler to Periodicals has not” been” productive
of any advantage that ought to dispose us lo
émake trial of the like in the British Provinces.
We purpose giving in ournext some :currons
‘(lc(a'l‘s on'the subject, out of the means. ol
Uinformation which reach s from :the United
Stutes 3 but in the mean time . we .will ‘state
the conclusion at which we have arrived.thaty
tby whatever title a paper in the British Episco-
pal Church might come to be styled Diocesan,
the. effect of it woull be toadd responsibilities
to those confessedly numerons and weighty
enough which are already sustained by the
Episcopate 3 and to throw a Diocese into the
petil of division between *individual Church-
men and the constituted aunthority, in @ matter
.| which never needed to have become the ocea-
sion of difference between them. An Editor
might satisfy many, but cannot please all. If
his’ emterpnize is like that of the Berean, his
failure aftects none but himself; if his labours
claim a hizher ‘sanction, he cannot be unsue-
cessful without, to that extent, iuvolving in
his fuilure interests which had better remain
entirely. exempt from such hazards,

SHORT HISTORY OF THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCI IN SCOTLAND,

The progress of the Reformation in Scotland
was very unlike that in the sister country. In
England, a constellation of pious Bishops, ear-
nestly labouring for the recovery of pure Jdoc-
trine and seriptural freedom, was countenanced
by a succession of Sovereigas, with the inter-
tuption, only, caused by Queen Mary’s short &
persecuting reign,  So far from the. Episcopate
being found a erievance, the eminent services
and bitter sufferings of men who held it and
took the lead in the blessed work of spiritual
emancipation, endeared the institution of it to
a people who woull not have felt satisfied not
to see the places so nobly vacated by a Cran-
mer, a Ridley, Latimer, and Hooper, filled
up again by others to whom they might lock
as their leaders on any future call to an earnest
contending, even to losses, prisons, and death,
for the faith once delivered to the saints.

In Scotland, the Episcopal sflice was super-
seded at the Reformation, by the creation of
Superintendents who were to exercise Fpis-
copal functions, but were not set apart to that
ofiice by consecration at the hands of Bishops.
T'o this deficiency a remedy was sought to e
applied in the year 1610, when three Scotch
Superintendents were set apart for the Episco-
palorder by the layinzon of the hands of three
English  Bishiops. . The.  Episcopal form of
government was thus . imposed : upon - the
Church of: Scotland, but the public mind nat
being . gained over: lo the change, it was aho-
lished in: the year 1638, when :those troubles
commenced - which terminated 'in’the ever-
throw: of; both :Monarchy and Episcopacy ia

:| England.’ On the restoration'of the Monarchy;.

Scotland

. I
four

the

heavenly-minded: Leightony:
~Episcopate ; ove

English: Bishiops, aml: Epis
vas lerally establishied. x 1tico
nued ‘so Ll the Revolution in 1688, when
the: Presbyterian form o Church’ government
was established 'in’ Scotland, . thus taking from
the Bishops then in office” in-that country. all
the power, ' rank, and:emolument which they
had held by. virtue of their connexion with
the State.. Their Episcopal character, of
course, could nat be taken away from them by
Act of Parliament; and as a portion of the
Clergy and Laity remained atlached to them,
they continued to exercise their sniritual au-
thority, and transmitted it to others, throngh
whom it has descended to those now holding
the Episcopal office in that Church, °
The attempts at establishing Episcopacy in
Scotland having been prosecuted  with much
violence and cruelty, it is not ‘to be thought
strange that the hearts of men were alienaled
from it rather than inclined inits favour, so
that none but a very small portion of the
I)c_oplc adhered to the Episcopal Church on its
egal abolilion. 'Its depression ivas further
increased and prolonged by the adherence of
its members generally to the exiled fanily of .
the Stuarts. * "It was not till the 'deat?l of |
Charles Filward Stuart, ‘in the year 1788,
that ‘public prayers. were. offered” up in. the
Scotlish Tpiscopal places of worship, for the !
reigning family. If they areto be blamed for
their long adherence to “the Stuarts, it may,
however, be expected of them 'that their loy-
alty - will ‘be .equally . steadfast towards tfle
house of Hanover {o which they have now
transferred it. - The government duly appre-
cialed the alleration” of " their sentiments as
subjects of the crown, and repealed, in 1702,
the several statutes by which' till then Scolch
Eniscopalians hiad been subject to many disa-
bilities, . 0 T T
It may be remarked, here, that besides the
congregations of Jpiscopalians which were
canonically under the siupervision of the Non-
juring Bishops, severai were formed by . Cler-
gymen of the Church of England, who did nof
feel themselves withheld from offering up the
_prayers of their Church'for the' reigning fami-
vl]y j.the members. of their congregations  had
.the advantige of exemption from the effect of
those penal statutes just referred to, and, they
adhercd wholly to tfllc'English_ Forim’of Com-
.mon Prayer, from which that adopted by :the
‘Scalch Tpiscopal Church differs in some par-
.- At the present “day 'the Scoleh ~ Episcops
.Church s :divided ‘i";‘to;‘ the "sik"Diélc): .'csp’c':}'
:Edinburgh; Glasgow, Dunkeld, Breching Aber-
deen,and Moray. - Each “of these hasils Bis<|

souls is abiout'eighly, . The: reported: baplisms
in the.year 1839 were 2405;, and the commuz
nicants -12,028.; “The- mimbers: have. heen
?l(gm];ly, increasing for several years;
;tlirou

‘chiefly

iEnglish and frish” Episcopalians ‘who in foraier

v %O necount of whicli they :
donoijination” of - Notie

allegiands. to: th': |

ey cine wider  the
Jurors, . not. huviig “sworn

the” attempt: ‘at . introducing * Episcopacy ™ in | |

:der has ofien ‘made its appeara

“heen]|’

gha growing atiention'to” the wanls of | -

anl brought - under -the ministrations’ of the
Episcopal clergy. : R
- The " Ecclestastical . organization - of ~the
Church is thus described-in~ an oflicial stale~*
ment - published by the  Bishops : ¢ The
Bishops are ‘supreme . administralors of' our
eanon law, each in: his.- own diocese. . Col»
lectively, they  form™ a  court = called
Feriscorarn SyNony of which ong of  their
number, chosen by themselves, with the title
of Primus, is president,: To this court, which
meels annually, appeals miy be made. from
the decisions of the several J)lishops, and ity
decisions are final, - The “supreme legislative
authority is vested - in the’ Generin Svxop,
“I'his court consists of two : chambers,~—un
upper, in wh'ic‘h the: Bishops - sit alone ; a
lower, consisting ol Deans and ' Delegales, one
of cach class being sent from: every” diocese.
Deans, it ought to be mentioned, are, among
us, presidents of all diocesan meetings of the
Clergy in the Bishop’s absence, and are no-
minated by the Bishop.  No canon can be
enacted or abrogated without the assent of
both these chambers, - General - Synods are
held, not periodically, hut only at such Gimes
as the llisho{)s may  lhink expedient ; - four
such Synods have been held in the present
century.  Qurlowest cluss of Chureh’ Courts
are the Diocrsan Svxops, which meet an-.
nually, and consist of the Bishop and instituted
Clergy of cach diocese. ln- these, by-laws
may be framed for the diocese only, subjeet to
the revision of. the next General - Synod 5 aml
it isin Diocesan Synods that the Bishop sits
asjudge in all eases of discipline. - The other
members of the Synod ‘must in such cases
hear the evidence, and give their opinions
seriatim; but the decision ot the Bishop is the
judgement of the Courtt, subject to an appeal
to the annual Episcopal Synod.” The tempo-
mlities of cach Chapel are managed by o
board of Vestrymen or Frustees, with whom
is usually lodged "the power of electing und
presenting the minister.? .

Societies exist for raising an Fpiscopal
Fund, and also a Fund for- general objects in
furtherance of the cfficiecncy of the Church.
A successful effort has been made for the
establishment of a College under the auspicesd
of the Church, and prospects seem favourable
to her prosperity if, while holding fast her
distinctive principles as an Kpiscopal church,
she maintain consistently her character asa
Protestant community, in the spirit of love and
meekiiess proclaiming the pure and unadult-
cerated gospel, that souls may be brought out off
darkness into light, and from the power of
Satan unto Gad.

To the Edwor of the Berean.
ON THE CHARACTER OF THY BERLANS.

Dear Sin,—The following remarks whicly
are chiefly extracted from the excellent Com-
mentary of Matthew Henry, may perha
acceptable to some of - your readers, as
explanatory of the title which you have adopt~
ed for your valuable periodical, and as indicat-

many.-as” have ‘the" cause. of’
reart, earnestly : desire {0 be!

diffusedith

Greek -has it "¢ better - bred.?? They  had a
freer thought and lay wmore open to conviction,
were s willing fo “hear - reason anil admit.  the
foree uf - it, and, to subscribe to that which ap-
peared to them to be truth, though it was con-
trary to their former sentiments : this was more’
noble. ¢¢They bad a better temper, were not
so sour and merose and ill-conditioned towards
all that were not of their mind.. Asthey were
ready to come into a unity. with those that by
the power of truth they were brought to con-
cur with, so they continued in charity with
those that they saw cause fo differ from : this
was more noble.”? . . :

 They received the word. awith all veadiness
of mind-—They were willing to hear it, and
did not shut their eyes agains{ the truth.?”

- They “searched the scriptures daily whether
those things were so. Their readiness of mind
to reccive the word was not such, as that they
took things. upon trust, or swallowed  them
upon an-implicit faith: no, but since Paul
reasoned out of the Scriptures, and “referred
them to -the Old Testament for the proof of
what he said, they had reconrse to their Bi-
bles, turned to the places he' referred them lo,
read. the -context, considered: the scope: and:
drift of themn, compared them’ with other pla-

nuine, and his arguments from ‘them ‘cogent,

and determined accordingly.” :

words may have the %'ood cffect of reminding -
some of the true standard around which i
lestants . are " in - these times: especially’ called -
upon fo rally 5 -and. of the birll-right which .

cherishes as * the most valuable of all his pri-
vileges—the Ti
for himself, «
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