.\-H"ﬂa’}’ of Ned Drowfy.

:.oﬂ joyful tidings to ber .goo_d man at
,{::mr: Ned put in his cluim for a fhaie
in the prophecy no lefs than Mfs. .f\brn..
Jrams 3 he bad a kind of 2 fomcll‘npg in his
thoughts, when Qoo;‘.:(on fat at hx.s‘clboy,-,
that did not quite amount tea difcovery,
ard yer it was very likc. ity hg had afor
oban impuife to pive !':\m a gird or o
uppn the cliata@er of Sterhing, and lu.f was
very fure llul‘whm.l';c threw out Opon
(he occafion made Lim fqueak, and that
the difcovery would never have come about
sfit had nct been fer bimg; he even ad-
vanced fome carned geinatks vpen the
gocd eflidls of fiage-p s in giving touch.
s to the confoience iough | do ot pre-
tend to tay he had Ferery Colser in hLis
theughts at the time 5 in (nert, what Le.
gween the Hebrew angd thet Lriftian there
was litdle or nothing lett tor my tharg in
the work, fothat | contented myfelf with
cautioning Conttantia huw fhe bioke itto
her mother, and reccmended to Nirs,
Abrahams to confine her ditcour{e o her
hutbsnd, and leave Conflantia to under-
take for Mrs. Gogcdifen.

When we sriived at cor journey’s end

-we found the houeit jew alone, and fur.
“prifed bim beterg, he expeéied us @ Alrs,
Geodifon was gore to bed a little indif-
pofed, Cenftsntia hiaftened up to her with-
out enturing tie purlour; Mest Abrahams
Jetloofe the clapper of joy and Tang in
the géod neves v ith o full a' pal and {o
“mnany changes, that there was no'more to
be done on my part but to cotreél a few
tripy in the pertormance of the nature of
pleonafims, which were calculated 19 im-
prove tre tale in every particular but the
truth ef it. When fhe Ead faisly acquit-
ted herfelf of the hiftery, the began to re-
colle& her head ach, and then letc us very
thoroughly difpoted to have a fetlow-feel.
ing in the func complaing. .

After a few natural refle@ions upon the
event, {oberly dubated and patiently deli-
vered, 1 believe we were ail of one mind
in withing for a new {ubje@, and a filence
took place fufficiently preparatory for its

_introdudtion; when Abrahams, putting
enagrave and feriovs look, in a more fo-
femn tone of veice, tfan 1 had ever heard
him affume, delivered himfelf as follows

There is fomething, Gentlemen, preffes
en my mind, which feems a duty on my
confesence (0 impart to you: | cannot re-
conciic myfIf 1o play the counterfeit in

_Jour comipuny, and therefore if ypu will
have-paticice to'Lifien to-a few particu-
lars of a life, 'fo unimpertant as mineg, I

will not intrude long upon your attention,

and-at worft it may ferveto HII up-a few

;i‘)"f;: minuics before we are called 1o our
el + : Y
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1 need not repeat what was faid on our
parts; Abrahams gave a figh, hemmed
twice or thrice, as if the words in rifing
to his.throat had choaked him, and thus
began: | N

) was born'in Spain, the only fon of a
younger brother ot an antient and nbdble

- houfe, which Vike many others of the fame
origin ind-perfuafion had long been in-the
indifpenfable pradtice of conforming to the
cftablifhed religion, whilfl fecretly and un.
cer.the moft guarded  concealment every A
‘member of it without exception hath .ad-
hered to thofe apinions, which have been

the faith of ousggibe from the carlicft a-

gCs. = :

‘This 1T gruft will accecunt to you for my
declining to expofe my real name, and
juftity the difciction of my affuming the-
né&itious one, by which 1 am now known
to you, , -

Till [ had reached.-my twentieth year [
knew myfelf for nothing but a2 Chriflian,
if that may be called Chiiflianity, which
monxifh (uperflition and idolatry have fo -
adulterated and diflorted from the moral
purity of its feriptural guides, as to keep,
no traces cven ot rationality in its form
and praice. o

This period of life is the ufual feafon -
for the parents of an adult to reveal to
him the awful- fecret of, their concealed,
religion : The circum@tances, under which,
this tremendous difcovery is confided to the
youth, ate fo contrived as to imprint upon
his heart the ftrongett feal of fecrecy, and
at the fame time prefent to his chojce, the
alternative of parricide or conformity :
With me there was no - hefitation ;- none.
could be; for the yoke of Rome had gal-
led my confcience till it {efiecred, and I
feized emancipation with the avidiry of a
ranfomed flave, who efcapes out of ths
hands of infidels. ' ,

Upon our great and foiemn day of the

Paffover 1 was initiated into Judaifm;
my father conduted” me to the interior
chamber of a fuigg0f apartments, lockingy
every door, through which we paffed,

“with great precaution. and not uttering.a,
fyllable by the way ; in this fecure retreat,
he purpofed to celebrate that antient rire,
which our nation holds fo facted: He.
was at that time in an alarming decline; .
the. agitating tafk he had been engagedin.
overpowered his, fpirits 3 whilit he.was
yet fpeaking to me, and my eyes were.
fixed upon his face, the hand -of:.dcaths
fmote him ; 1 faw ‘his eye-lids quiver;;-I

heard him draw his la(t expiring figh;and .
-falling decad upon my neck as I was kneel-;
ing at bis fecty he brought me backwards,
to the fidor, where 1 Jay pantingunder,

2T 2 his,



