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democracy lies more in the obstructiveness of its
conservatism than in its turbnlence.

The youth of & nation is no bar to conserv.
atism ; for it does not hinder the possession of
customs.  Blackstone lays down the principle,
that, wherever five Englishmen migrate to make
® community, there goes the common law. This
is not a theory, but u simplo fact, meaning that
five persons constitute a socioty needing conven-
tions for their terms of intercourse, and that
from force of habit those which Englishmen get
up are th= customns known ns the common law,
The founders of the Awmerican colonies did not
have to originate rocial contrasts ; they bronght
with them usages and trvlitions.  Americau life
runs its roots back inte history by indivivual
inheritance ; and this is the explunation of its
conservatism.

{n no way, perhaps, has Awmerica done mote
for free government abroad than by her example
of peaceful adherence to institutions and fixed
usnges.  Her conservatism has been a surprise to
olmervers, but it has also been an assurauce
thut in her territory there will not renldily oveur
‘“the unnu rited fall of what has long flourished
in splendor and hovor.”—The American.

INITIATED IN MASONRY.

THE BAD BOY GIVES HIS FATHER THE RoYAL
RUMPER DEGREE,

I wish me and my chum had muzzled our goat
with a pillow. Pa would have enjoyed his be.
comivg a member of our lodge better,  You see,
Ps hasbeen telling ns how much good the Masons
and Odd Fellows did, and said we ought to try
and grow up good so we could jine the ladges when
we got big, and I asked paif it woull Jdo any
hurt for us to have a play lodge in my room sud
pretend to nishiate, and pa smd it wouldn't do
any hurt.  He said it would improve our minds
and learn ns to be men.  So my chum and me
borried a gout that lives in a livery stable, and
carried higy up to my room when pa and m was
out ridiug, bat the goat blatted so we had to tie a
haudkerchief around his nose, and his feet made
such a noise on the tloor that we put some baby's
socks on his feet,  Well, sit, my chum and me
practiced with that goat untl hie could buttn
{)iclure of « goat every time. We borried a buck
heer sign of o saloon nan and huoaog it on a chair,
and the goat wonld hit it every time. That
night pa wanted to know what we were doing up
in_my room, and 1 told Lhim we were plaviug
lodge und improving our minds, nud pa said that
was right.  Ther» was nothing that did boys o
our age half so much pood as to imitate men,
and store by usetul notlidge. Then my ehum
asked pa it he didn't want to come up and tuke
a grand bumper degree, and palailed and said he
didn’t care if he did, just to encourage us boys
in innocent pastime, that was so improving te
our intelleet.  We had shat the got up in a
closet in my room, and he hatl got over his blat.
ting, s0 we took off the handkerchief, and he
was eating some of my puper collurs and skate
straps,

We went up stuirs and told pa to come up
pretty soon and give three distivet raps, and
when we ask hiwg who comes there he must say,
“a pilgarim who wunts to join your ancient
arder und vide the goat.” Ma wanted to come up,
100, but we told herif she come in it would
break up the lodge, cause n wouman counldut
keep u secret, and we didn’t hiave any side sad-
dle for the gout. Say, of you never have tried at,
the next time you initiate a man in your Masons
lodge, you sprinkie a little Kyan pepp-r on the
gout's beard just befure you turn lnactoose. You
can get three tines as much to the square iuch
of goat.  You wonldn't thiuk it was the same
goat.  Well, we gotall fixed and pa rapped, and
we let himn in and told him he must be blind.
folded, and he got on his knees a lathug, and |
tie a towell around his eyes, and then 1 turned
him around nnd made him get down on his hauds
also, and theu his back was right toward the
closet door , and 1 put the buck beer sign right
agsinst pa's clothes.  He was a lufling all the
time, and said we boys were as tull of tan as
they made "em and we told him it wasa solemn
oceasion, but we conldn’t permit no levity, aud
if he didn’t stop iathing we could give him the
grand bumper degree. Then  everything was
ready, and iy chum had his hand on the closer
door, and some kyun pepper in his other hand,
and [ asked pa in low bass tones, if he felt as
though he wanted to turn back, or if he had
nerve enough 1o go ahead and take the degree.
[ warned him that it wax full ol dangers, as the
goat was loaded for beer, snd told him he yet
had time to retrace his steps if he wanted.,  He
sxiat be wanted the whole business, and we could
go whead with the menagerie.  Then 1 said to
pa that if he had decided to go ahead, and not
blame us for the vconsequences, to repeat after
me the lellowing ; ** briuy forth the royal bum-
per, and Tet him bump ! Ua repeated the words,
and my chum sprinkled the kKyan pepper on the
goat’s wonstache and he sneezed oner and looked
anssy, #:ul then he sees the lager beer goat raring
up aml he started for it just ke a cow catcher
and blatted.  Pais real fat, but he knew he Lad
wot hit amd he grunted and said: *H-llo!
what you boys doin® 7" and then the goat gave
him another degree, and pa putled off the towel
and got up aud started for the stairs, and so did
the goat, and m wag at the hottom of the stairs
listening, and when 1 looked over the banisters
paand ma awld the goat were all in alheap, nnd
pu wan yolling nnwder and ana was Jserenning
fite and the gont wax blatting aud sneezing and
butting, and the hived girl came into the hall

and the goat took after her, and she crossed her.
self just as the goat struck her and said : *“Howly
mother, protect ma ! and went down stairs the
way we boyad slide down hill, with both hands
on herself, and the goat rared up and blattel,
and pa and ma went into their room and shut
the 4.{001', and then my chum and me opsned the
front door and drove the goat out. 1he minister
who comes to ses!ina three times & week was just

ringing the bell, and the goat thought he wanted |

to be nishinted too, and gave him one for lack
aud thon went Jown the sidewalk blatting and
sneeziug, and the minister came in the parlor
and said he was stabbed, and then pa came out
of his room with his suspenders hanging Jown,
aud s he didn't know the minister was there,
he said bad words, and ma cried and told pa he

wonld go to .... sure, and pa said he didn't .
care, he would kill that knssid goat afore he
went, and | tobd pa the winister was in the par- '

lor, aud he and ma went down and said the
weather was propitous for a revival and an out-
pouring of the spirit, but noae of them sac down
but ma, cause the goat did not hit her,—Mil.
waukee Sun,

LA MERE ANGELIQUE.
BY . H. ALLEN.

Iu the year 1544, there was inducted as novies
amouyg the nuns at Port Royal a child eight
years old, grave and precocious, second daughter
of a celebrated advocnte named Arnauld, and
and grandchild of an equally celebrated advo-
cate, Marion. In the view of both father and
grandfather, this was simply a convenieut way
of providing for one of a family of children,
which in course of years increased to twenty.
To secure for the child the sucees-ion to the can-
vent rule, they did not even srruple, a little
later, to state her age at least six years wore
than it was ; and, further, to diszuise her name
by giving, instead, that which she had tiken s
n sister in the little community.  This pions
frand had its el 1, not only on the king's ¢os1-
natare, but also upon th- grave Jdignituries nf
the church. At the age of eleven the ehild
Jaquelire Arnauld, famou< in religivas history
as Lo Meme Angélique, became Abhess, invested
with full authority over the twelve or fifteen
voung woman who theu crnstitnted the religi-
ous house,  Until her death in 1861, at the age
of seventy, the story of Port Royal is almost the
persoual biographv of her whn was, during all
that time, its heart and soul.

For the first few vears we may well suppose
that it was something like playing at the auster-
ities of convent life. Very quaint and pretty
pictures have come down to illustrate this period.
A morning call of that gay and gallant king,
Heunry 1V., who, knowing that her father was
visiting there, came, curions to see the plous
floeck under their chill shepherdess : the litthe
maid hersell, in full ecelesiasticsl eastume, awl
mounted on high pattens to disguise her youth,
4t the head ot her processinn to meet her roval
visitor at the zate ; the kiss he threw over the
garden-wall, next dav, as he passed by on a
hunt, with hi< compliment to Madame la petite
Ahbesss, — these are bright and innecent epi-
sides in the stormy story of the time,

Bat a grest aud sadden change ocenrred a few

vears Jater.  The young abhess, now nearly
eighieen years of sge, becama convertel to the
most serions and rigiel view of the duties of her
ealling.  Gently and kindly, but without an in.
staut’s wavering of purpose, inflexible ta all
temptation and entreaty, she resolved to restore
the primitive austerity of the rule of the pious
founder, St. Bernard.  For one thing, this rule
demauded that the time of morning prayer
should be carried back to two o'clock from the
self-indulgent hour of four; and, for another,
that ull little personal trepsares and belongings
should be given up for that perfect religions
poverty which is the ideal of monastic life., In
thix, the exxmple of the girl abbess, cheerful
aml resolute 1 choosing the hardest task always
for herself, eastly won the day.  The nrisis of
the reform was when, with passionate grief, with
tears aud swooning, she stealily refused a-{mit-
tanea to her own father anl brother, hurdening
liens=1€ nuainst their eutveatins, anger, and re-
praach, and would see them ouly at the little
grating that separated the life withio from the
Life without

The tone histare of Port Raval dates from this
crisis, Wick 't Duay, Septemher 23, 1609, Jast
one hanared vears and a fow days later, ealy in
October, 1700, the modice of the desit party,
which tor more than half that time hal showa
a strangely prrsistent and wodignins hostility.,
liad itsway.  The grounds were luid waste, The
sacred  buildings were destroyed.  Even the
sraves were «dug open and the badies that had
heen teuderly Jaid in them were vast out to be
torn by dogs.  All wad done whicl insult and
wanton desecration could do, te show that the
heroie and eventful hife of Port Byal was no
more,

So far it is simply the fortanes of one religious
house, porhaps no more fameus thin many
others, ad not greatly dvilsrent from them in
the sort of story it has to tell.  In this view it
is chielly notable for being, a3 it were, » family
nistory, connected at avery point with the char.
acter and fortunes of a single household.  Not
less than twenty of the family of Arnwlt—
Angeliguy hersell, her brothers and sisters, and
children of a brother and sister——belongel to it,
whether as simple nun, as oflicinl head, as lay
brother, chiumpion, diroctor, or advissr, OFthese
the most eminent in the lists of theology was
*the great Arnauld,” youngest child of the

!twenty: famous in controversy; indefatigably
‘ busy as a wiiter, scholar, logician, and polemic ;
i stauzich in persecution and in exile to the very

close of hiy long 1if: of eighty-two years (1812-

1894).  But there is hardly a day arau event in

that story, for more than ninety of the hundred
! yéars, in which the most conspicuous name oo
j the record is not that of a son or daughter of the
. family of Arnauld.

A very characteristic feature in the history is
the sinele-hoarted fidelity aud unwavering cour-
age of the femule members of this religious com-
munity, which quite surpasses, at one and an
other crisis, thar of their chos:u champions and

Cadvisers. At least, these religious heroines
| wonld neither understand nor admit certain

termns of cornpromise which theological subtilty
found it casy to frame and accept. The point
at issue was not 89 much one of opinion ay of
cooscience an i honor ; an |, to the amazrment
of frivnl and enemy, a score of these gentle and

'timid wonen went without hesitation into

prison or p.verty for what, in hamility ot spirit,
they made not the least pretension to under-
stand ; or, if they did waver, turned back with
agonies of remorse to share the poverty or the
prison of the rest. It came at length to he g
mere question of Iact whether five given proposi-
tions were contained in certain Latin folios they
had never read and could not have nnderstood ;
but the Pope und the Jesuits had challenged the
conscience of the little community, and to give
way on oue point was to be guilty of all,—.d1-
lantic.

SALVINES OTHELLO,
LY HENRY JAMES, QK.

{t is 8 sort of compendinm of his aceomplish-
ments ; hie puts everything into it, and the part
us he plays it, has so full a volume that it may
nhmmost be said that it embraces all the others.
There are touches in Salvin’s Macbeth, tonches
in his L. ar, very naturally, that are absent from
his pictme of the everwrought Moor: but it
carries him to his maximuin, and what he puts
into it above all is an inexhaustible energy.
There are twenty things to be said about it, and
half a dozen criticismns which it is impossible
that we spectators of English speech should not
make.  But the depth, the nobleness, the con-
sistency, the passion, the visible, audible beauty
of it, are beyond praise.  Nature hus done great
things for the actor : with the aid of a little red
paint, the perfect Uthello is there. Batl as.
swine too much in talking off-hand about the
¢4 perfect Othello,”” who is after all a very com-
vlex being, in spite of his simplicity. It may
seen to many observers that Salviut's render.
ing of the part is too sbinple, too wmuch on two
or three notes,—frank tenderness, quick suspi.
cion, passionate rage. lInfinite are the varia-
tions of humau opinion ; [ have heard the per-
form ince called ugly, repulsive, bestial, Waiv-
ing thase cousiderations for a mement, what an
immense impression — sim.ly as< aa hnpression
—— the actor makes on the spectator who sees
him for the first tim» as the turbaned and deep
voiced Moar! He gives us his wmenare as a
man ; he acquaints us with that laxury of
perfect contidence in the physical resources of
the actor which is not the wost frequent satis-
faction of the wo tern pliy-goer.  Hispowerful,
active, mndy trame, his nolde, serious, vividiy
expressive face, his splendid smile, bis Italtan
eye, his supetb, voluminous voice, his carnage,
hix tone, bis ease, the assurance he instantly
gives that he holds the whole part in his hands
aud can mak- of it exsctly whit he chooses,—
all this deseends upon the specrator’s mnd
with a richness which immeditely converts
attention into faith, and expectition into sywm-
pithy.  Heis 2 magoiticent creature, and yon
are already on his side.  His geuerous tempera.
ment is contagious ; you find yourself looking
at him, not so much as an actar, but as a hero,
As 1 have already sai ), it is o luxury vo sit and
watch a man to who o an expenditure of foree
is w0 casy.  Salvini's perfest eads isa put of
the spell he exercises. The straiuing, the
creaking, the overduing, the revelation of the
invlequacy ot the machinery, which wo have
been sendemnud to associate with so much of
the futerpretation of the dramatie germs of our
hiteratare,—there is no place for all tins in Sal-
vini's ermplats organizaition and consusnmate
manuer.  We see him ty day p riorce at the
latter end of his carcer, after years of experience
and pewtice have mude him as supple as he is
strong, and yet before his stremgih has beynn
to feel the enill of ayg-. Tt is o very fine mom - nt
for a great artistic nature.  Toeadmivable thing
in this nature of Salvini's ix that his iatelli-
genee is equal to his material powers 1 so that
if the exluntion is, as it were, personal, it is
not simply physical.  He has a great lmagina-
tion ; there is w noble intention in all he does,
It is no more than natural, surely, that his
imagination, his intentions, should be of the
Italian stamp, an i this is at the bouom of his
failure to sutisfy some of us spectators of English
speect,— 1 failure that is most marked when he
plays Shakespeare. O course we hive our own
feelings about Shakospeare, our uwn muaner of
ronding him.  We read him in the light of our
Anglo Sixon temp2rimout, and in tlou_lg s:oit is
open to us to believe that we read him in the
deepest way. Salvini reals him with an Italian
imagination, umd it is equally vatural to us to
beliove that in doing so he misses a large part
of hitn. It i3 indeed beyond coutradiction that
he doey wiss 1 large pact of him, ~ does 30 as «
necessary vonsequenve of wsing n text which
shuts the door on half the meaning.  Wa adere

the exorbitant original ; we have sacred associa-
tions with all the finest passages. The loose,
vague language of the Italian trunslation secmns
to us a perpetual sacrifice to the conventionul :
we find oftima creatura, for instance, a very
colorless translation of * excellent wreteh.”” But
in the finest English rendering of Shakespeare
that we can conceive, or are lik-ly to enjoy,
there wonld be gaps and elisions enough, and
Salvini’s noble execation preserves much more
than it misses. OF course, it simplifies, but
any acting of Shakespeare is a simplification.
To be played at all, he must be played, as it
wers, superficially, — Athtie,

FORREST'S COSTUMES T0 BE S0l

The House Committee of The Forrest Homes
in Philadelphia, have decided to sell the eos-
tames and silverware of the great actor. For
ten years the comnittee have heen at losswi t to
do with the things. For tradition’s sake they
wished to keep them, The committee now think
that the money the cos umes and silversware will
bring will be of more use in the cuilers of the
Home than locked up in theatrical costumes.
Some of these stuge dresses are very magnificent,
noticeably the regal robe in which Corilunus
mikes his entry into Rome, and the costumes
worn by the actor in the parts of Spartacis,
King Lear and Williwan Tell. AN of the cos-
tames and part of the silverwar: will be sold by
Davis & Harvey in Philadelphia on February 14.

MISCELLANY.

Ox the 12th of February the hairdressers of
London intend to hold ““a grand faney ball.”
No such ball has ever yet taken place i Eng-
land.  The head of each barber will he a speci-
uwien of the owner's skill, and the sight of all the
heads in the hall-room will, a hair dresser de.
clares, be proof positive * that the gentlemen
fn the profession in London form the most skill
ed and tasteful artists in the world.”

Wr stated some time since that Mr. Maple-
son’s intended opera-houss, which get into em-
bryo existence and stopyed growing, was in goad
and safe hands, and not likely to fall into thosa
of the Board of Worka. Rent bas been punctually
paid to them by the owner of the property, who
is a princely wine merchant. He is reported
be willing to finish the building, and giad to
have a tenant in prospect that will be to all in-
tents and purposes to his mind and chim. in
with his politics. Thetenant is none otherthan
the new Counstitutional Club,

Brassrvr,—~This Freoch actor conld disguise
his identity completely. At a Jdinner given to
the company by the muanager, he made 3 het
with his comrade L'Herrier that he conid dia.
gnise himsell so completely that not even he
could detect him. He left the rowm. Loon
after coffee was brought in by a waiter who was
every inch a Gascon — bluwk whiskers, bushy
avebrows, curly hair, and a brouze complexion.
Hle was the very personification of awkwarduess,
upsetting the things, spilling the cotfi-e, ant at
last putting the sugar into L'Herrier's cup with
his tingers.  The latter sprang and dragg-d the
rusiic waiter to the door.  With ane gesture,
however, awav went wig aud whiskers, and
there stond Brassear,"exclaiming, ¢ Sold old
wan ; vou have lost your bet.”

Mixxie HAvK oN Savanes.—Miss Min-
nie Hauk has been interviewed at Chicigo and
toll what she knows abont salaries,  She was
asked about the terms pdd o hersedf and other
artists.  © Have vou uny oljectinns,” said the
reporier, ¢Fto give us your owu tizures 3" ¢ Not
in the least. T will tell vou all vou desire. But
1 may just as well say unow that moest of the
sums mentioned in the papers as being paid to
artists are ficticious, aud that the thonsands and
thousutuds are pot so liberally vaid 1o them asis
sapposed by the public. As for me, 1w It o)
you frankly thit { get from Mr. Mapdeson 3500 s
night ami adl teavelling expenses.  In coneert |
et 3500 1y 300 4 night, and there are agenis
right m Clirea 2o whn have made such engage-
w-nts for me. Bat as all my calleazaes in opera
and coneerts get so many thous uels 4 night, and
take so many hunired thousinds back  to
Europr, T may jast as well suy abo that 1 oex-
preet tu make at least a willion this seison, bay
we a pakacs hike Viaderbilt's, and then wet a
castle und an e~tue to 1t as bz as Mouten-sro,
Paper is so very patient, so very sil-nt, that you
iy add s nany naoaghts to these tizuresas yen

like.

NEWS 0F THE WEEK.

Orgtr has been “captured by the false Pro-
phet.

Tup steamship (e’ has arrive Lat Hody.
head.

1T is sai § the Gavernment intend to suppress
the rish Natioual Leagee.

Thg Jerey City Bink defaalters huve pleaded
guilty and been sentenced.

PrrrinLe  storms and Joods are reported
througho 1t Great Beumin and Ireland.

Tur Government has approved of the calling
ont of the Lrish militia for anunnal teainiug this
year.

I~ the Dablin trials on Mouday, Carey's evi
denen was continued, at the conclusion of which
twenty-one of the prisoners were comuitted for
trinl
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