- CANADIAN: ILLUSTRATED NEWS. -

... SNOW-PLOUGHS IN A DRIFT. k %
Arhdnk’ ‘the’ difficulties ‘with which railroading bas to con- !
tend in Canada, the ! beautifal suow ” is not.the least formid-
able. The writer well vermembers, nine years ugo, n hlockade
in the Cuolph branch of the Great Western, just licyond the
Village of Hespeler, where the train: was delayed from rice
p. m, until one o'clock next day, and the passengers then only
escaped by hiring a farmer's team to.drive thew inlo Guelph. :
Two winters ago railway travel was almost susi’nded tor e
week because of tho terrible drifts piled up upon the tracks;
the capital of the Dominion wag shut out for three Zays {-om
communication with the exterior world, and many wer: tie
trials endured by hapless wayfarers on <the (?mnd Toour n;:d
other roads. In this igsue we give an illustration froz ;. Jiatih
by Mr. Armstrong, of o scene on the Grand Truak railway
near Stratford, Ont., in which the rnow-ploughs are making
their way through the drift. The scene is one of many tha?
occur throughout the winter season on nearly all parte of the
road, but especinlly on the eastern division, whez_'e the winter
is more severe and the snowfall beavier than in the West,
‘The Grand Trink Compnny ir now in 2 much better position
to battle with the snow-diifte than eter it waa before, having
added two new and powerful snow-ploughs to it working :
materisl. ‘The present wiater, ro far, has not beeg prolific of
great snow-storms, but this month of Febriary will probably
remind us of many former experiences in that respect, ro that
the snow-ploughs will, doubtless, be frequently called into
requisition.

Tne Cexsus or Manirosa.—The cenrna lately taken in the
Province of Manitoba shows that the population is rcarcely so
large as we have been in the habit of eupposing it to be. The
total populdtion is 11,965. Of these 4,070 are English half-
breedr, 5,680 French hall-breeds, 581 Indian. hounscholders;
the remninder, 1,614, being white inhabitants; half of whom
arc natives of the North-Weet Territory, and the remainder
Englishmun, S¢otchmen, Canadiaus, and foreigners.  Of Pro-
testants there are 5,906 ; of Roman Cathelics, 5,050, 11,203
are British subjects, only 62 being American suljecrs: 3,928
aro married ; 6,761 arc single; 265 are widows, and 102 are

widowets. There are 6,212 males, and 3,503 females in the
Province. Of these there are :—
Masles  Femnales,
Under 10 years .............. <. 1,934 1.2%2
From 10t 20................. 1,534 1.392 !
" 20030............ ..., 1.040 o860
“ 301040, ... i, $3Q 557
" 40to50...... ... .. 0. 469 403
" 501060................. 245 217
" G0Oto70....... vt Lt 70 144
“  Over 70 years,........... 231 68
6,212 5,753

. Qut of the 1923 persons over seventy years of age, no less
thun 62 arc whitea from among a population of 1,614, while
only 110 are from among the half-breeds, who number 8,770
persony. This secwms to indicate thut the admixtare of white |
snd Indian blood does not promote longevity. Among the 62 ;
whites over seventy years of age, there are 31 Scotchmen and i
6 Scotchwomen, together with 17 natives of Canada and 3 |
Englishmen. Out of the 1,614 white inhabitants of thie Pro- |
vince, 771, or very vearly one-half, werc born in Maniloba;:
only four of thege have attained the age of scventy. There are i
312 Canadians, 128 Englishmen and women, 247 Scoteh, 49 ¢
Irish, and 16 nalives of France, 67 born in the United Statee, |
and 24 in other forvign countries. Among the 551 Indian |
householders (Christinng) are 27 persons over geventy years ;
of age.

HOW TO MAK# COFFEE.

A correspondent traveiling in Sweden was immensely de-
lighted with the coffee served on the steamboats and in the
botels, “At Upsala” he wriles, *‘we dytermined to find oni
just bow they madesuch perfect eoffve as we had juat drank,
and stepped into the nent kitchen of the little hotel ; and this |
was the-report : Take any kind of coffee-pot or urn, and sus-
pend a bag made of fclt or huary flanne), so long that it
reaches the bottom, bound on a wire just fitting the top ; put
in the fresh-gronnd pure coffee, and pour on freshly boiled !
water. . The fluid filters through "the bug, and may be usedl |
at once ; needs no seltling, aud retning all its aroma. The
advauntage of this over the ordinary Glter is its economy, as !
the coffec stands and soaks out its strength, instead of merely |
letting the watcr pass through it. ‘Do you boil it ? imquired
the learner. ¢Na-a-a-n-y,' said the maeid, in simple astonish- |
ment thal any one should be so wasteful as to send away the |
precious aroma in steam ; should rob that prince of food of .
that evanescent yomething which conatitutes his nobility, and
redace him .to mere aliment. ~ As soon would one think of
throwing away that drop of sunshinc,.charged with all the
summer’s gold, which lies at the throat ¢ a bottle of Johan-
Bisberger."—Scientific American, ‘

~ VANITY NOT CONFINED TO ONE SEX.

And.is vanily, and the excessive love of personal dispiay,
unknown to the male sex? 'Is this which we have writton
concerning woman a moral fuct, or a popular fajlacy 7 and if
80, _why 80?7 What has been sild here of the vanity of womnn
is au'nply an accepted belief of aociety, but gronnded upon no
special warranty of actual fact. It is the fashion to attribute
~ solely to the gentle sex the love of personal show and the ex-

cees of self-satisfaction ns to appearance, But we say no vioru

than is justifiable and strictly truthful when we assert that
InAn 18 even more vain than woman, that, as in the lower nni-
mal world, he still loves 1o set up his mane, Lo spread his
feathers, to strut and plume bimself before tho females of bis
-npgcios. For her ho endures boots which would have won a
prize in a competition.for engines of torture in the Middle
Ages; for her he makes hix whisker like a willow-tree; his
moustaches like cats’ bristles, his beard like & cascade of water.
- To be. gracious in -her eyes he struggles into a coat whose
scams are ready to start at his slightest sigh, and into pan-
taloons which' must bave cost theit: designers many ‘wenry
nights and dayy. For her ha anoints bis stubborn locks with
uectarous washes and ambrosinl pumades ;- for her he is sleep-
less for contemplation on the colour of his neckcloth ; for har
he practices “ amorous ditties nll & summer's day,” scheolivg

o impracticable baritone into a reedy and uncerinin fenor;

<

L WHInan's eyns,

. the medical annalg of the rat faculty.
‘ made their Teports to the council of their nation, it may be
that the venerable conscript fathc¢rs of Ratdom have issued
"orders to the subterranean republic that the moment bas come

" Egouts and
T Rupa !

"0p 6,291 tons in 1868.
shows a most remarkable result, there baving, been lsuunched |

for hur he brage, he wears flowers in his _button-hole, he rides |

about iv: cabs, he constantiy refers to his pocket-glass and
pocketcomb ; he is distracted, for her sake, if .ap impertinent

erubesecence glows on hig chin, his cheek, his nose ; a ¢ black,”

fallen promircuously on his Olympian forehead, prostrates
. aim to despair, when zhe {8 by, and makes him feebly watder

in his talk. For her the hair that nature tinted red assumes

- the_#liwdow of the dusky night! and piadssupply the manly
vubopymsint ; high heels ndd stature of a cubit's léngth, and

peevder tompers bis too rosy flush. He wriles, walks, reeds,

zmokes, oats, fights, rides, and shoots, to make a figure in &

whom he converses.

Women’s artifices
t, increase tacir prétty appearance are rot unknown to, and
uol unused by, men ; but, in extenuation, let us add that it is

to «liine in hev presence,to w:u her smiles, that man, the ;
‘We have

vairost of cresilice, eondescends to tricks of art.
spoken {he plain ‘ruth, but hope that cnr reuders of the gentle
Rex wiil w0t be too her uron us.-—London paper.

Excucas oF Rats prow Zimis.— A Versailles correspondent

uightly rounds are troubled by encounters with troops o1 rats

! —who, haviuy found out, with the wonderful sagacity which :
_characterizes theirrace, that Paris is no longera place in which |

respcetable rodents can count upon a secure and honourable

. existence, are emigrating vy hnndreds of thousands into the

open country. Trcbably amongst the garbage reachiog the

. Bewers, for sotae time past, individual rats of acnte percep-

tions aud long experience iv tne study of the ! hones' have
found, in nnusual quantity, vertebrze and other ** ossements”
belonging to dear departed friends and relatives, and have
come to the conclusion thet tbe deceased had succumbad to
some sudden and inexplicable malady hitherto uprecorded in
These sages having

for an uxodus en masse—that every rat, of high or low degree,

-should pack up his trunks, and hold himself in rcadiness to

convey himeelf and family to fresh sewerannd cupboards new ;

.and that it is pobler te meet death in the open field, at the
i cannon’s mouth, boldly facing the ' snnemis dz la patrie than
“to die ignobly in treacherous traps, et by false friends for
-cruel and nonatural purposes,

Can you unot fancy what a
stirring and passivnate proclamation may have been issued to
his roncitayens by the grey-whiskered rat president? The

. wise ratg, soting with their customary aplendid solidarity, ;

have deraenogé to 3 ratling, and quitted the foyers of an un-
grateful capital for the comparative safety of the Prussian
lines, in search of rustic joys and humble fare. So our ¢ Vor-
posten’ are overrnn with the late denizens of the Grands
the catacombs. What a subject for Victor

Dr. Russe!ll lately stated in one of his letters from Versailies
that in the German srmy before Paristhe invasion of England
by the Prussians is a favourite topic of discussion. Another
correspondent of the Times, writing from Orleans, repeats the
stateruent, and says that in Prince Frederick Charles’s army
alko, the invasion of England is a matter of interesting discus-
gion. Lect not Englishmen (the writer says) imagine that the
minds of Prussian strategists are altogether taken up with the
French, or with warfare upon land. What will peuple think
at home of no less gigantic an idea than a bridge of boats from
Calais to Dover or therealtouts; not, of course, os the mezns

“for a first landing. but to pass over the reinforcements to a
"&mall urmy landed firet, and protected by fisld works. ,The

Chanuel would thus be treated as a huge river, and it is con-
sidered thoi an army, once across, could live nncommenly
well Ly requisitions.  Ammunition would be needed, it is
true, bot there is no fortified place to stop tbe direct march
upon London, exactly four days. How would the farms and
villngey of Kent Jook if full of hage, rough-speaking warriors

. in gpiked helmets? How many field guns could be brought
- agninst them?

Prince Frederick Charles had more than 400
during iLe batile of Orleans,

are there to put in the hands of the militia and volunteors?

¢ All these questions are being pui and answered by officers in |

the German armies; for man has much of the tiger in kim,
and grows gavage at the taste of blead.

SmeaciLouse ox Taz Curos.—The total result of the year
1870, although searcely up to that of 1869, which was an ex-
ceptionally prosperous year, is most satisinctory, snd shows a
large incresse over every other previous year. The total
nomber of vessels launched during the year was 234, with a
tonnage of 189,800 tonr; a decrease of seven vesscis of 4,200
tons as compared with 1869, but en increase of six vessels of
4,800 over 1868, and 75,800 tons over 1867.  Of war-vessels
there was cnly one of 2,640 tous laouched this year, against
three of 9,100 tons in 1869, and eight of 5,334 tonsin I867%.
Of orddle-steamers thére were eighteen iron of 9,400 tonr, and
two composite vessels of 750 tons, against eleven iron of 6,600
tons, aud four composite vessels of 1,8001n 1569, and tighteen

Of the screw rteum-vessels, this year

the extraordinary number of 121 vessels of 133,000 tons, ex-

. ceeding by thirty vessels and 50,000, tonr last or any previous

yerr. The avernge screw steam tonnage Iaunched during the

last Reven yesrr was about 65,000 tonr, justthe half of the |.

screw ‘ateam tonnage tunched during 1870, The cause of
this incrense in the demand for-screw steam vesacls was the
opening of the new route to India and China, vié the Sues
Canal, for which trafic a lighter draught clres of vessel, with
cogines of moderate consumption of fuel, was required. The
new canal rouie, while thus {oncreasing the demand for steam-
vessels, caused a corresponding ‘decrease in the ‘demand {er
sailing-vessels, and 1870 shows a decrease of nearly sisty per
cent, io both iron and composite sailing ships. There were
lnunched thin year 40 iror ehips of 30,030 tous, six compasiie
ships of 6,200 tons, and 16 wooden vesseis of 2,740 toas,
againgt 78 of 71,600 tons iron, 16 of 16,150 tone compasits, and
10 of 1,400 wood in 1868, In iron barges {or Tndinn traflic
there. was s conaidernble fnerense, 20 of 3,700 tons of these
having -bocn launched this year, as sgainst 10 last year, and
eight the preceding year. There were two steamn dredge boats,
of 1,000 tons; and eight yachts of 4150 tons launched this year,

which was about the ordinury aversye for those vessels,

How many breech-loader rifies |

He lives in o helo of self-satisfaction; he be-
leves that hie fuscinetes every woman on whom he looks, with |

He is eaten up with conceit; he is af-’
: fected, puppyish, more thoughtful of Mis exterior than the |
: nroundest beauty, and without her excuse,

: blushed deeply, a8 sbe replied 8 & Jov tone:
i proper and common."

" VARIETIES.

Th great ocenn race—Tho fishes.

In tbe five Iargeat libraries in Paris are conuix;gd 1,450,000 "

volumes, and 87,000 manuscripts, ‘

. Mr. Murmay states that the annual circulation of huforeign B

and English hand-books is 15,000 copies. L
Prince Frederick Charles hrs writfen a note uf thanks to

Tapper for his * verses ¥ on the fall of Metz.

Tt is estimated that there are at present in New York out
of employment, 1,000 bricklayers and masons, 400 atair-
builders, and 800 painters. . S o

Napoleon TI1. declared war on Friday (July 16); on a
Friday (August 5) the Prussians re-took Saartucken, and on
n Friday (September 2) Napoleon handed bis sword to the

! King of Prussia.. ;
A young lady at schonl, engaged in the study of grammar,

was asked if a kiss w2z », common 6r proper noun.... The girl
« It is both

.The 135t Lew thing in jewellery has made its appestanae in

: : ' T 1L . Berlin, in the form of lockets ot the shape of a musket-bali
. writes : /¢ 1 hear from oicers cor: manding outposts that their

" with “Sedan,” ‘‘Mets,” or “‘Strasburg” on them. Some few

. bear the inscription “#Parja.”

"In & pool across the road in the County of Tipperary, Ire-~
lend, is stuck up a pole, having affixed to it a hoard-with this
inscriplion: # Take aotice, that when the water is over the
board the road is imprssable.”

 Why don’t the great men of France stir? Why do they
remain motionless and cold while our bleeding country ig
rained 7" asked an orator in Paris the other day. * Becaus:
they are caet in bronze,” answered = voice from the gallery.

There is a characicristic story of Geperal Mentenflel's
tliberality” at Rouen. Tke General sent for n bs:ber, who
consequently attended him at thé¢ inn, The General next
eent, to the innkeeper for a rapoli” ., and gave it to tke barber
for his scrvices, '

Hans Breitmann has been fignt .ug daring the last six months
as a Prdsgian Ulilan,and & wew volume of ballads chrocicling
his exploits in this line will soon be puoblished. The new
ballads will be annotated with oceasional remarks ex plapatory
by Fritz Schwackenbammer, Olim Studiosu:c Theologix, now
Uhlau Freelancer and Begretarius of ".Copt.a.in " Breitnann.

It is stated that in the Antarctic seas thera are sca weeds
which have stems aboat twenty feet high, and with a diameter
¢o great thet they bave been collucted by mariners in those
regions for fucl, under the belief that thay were drift-wood.
They are as thick as a man's thigh. :

A Spanish author, Carlos Rubio, writes from Madsid : “ Sincs
Diy return froo: bBazishment, I have sought to live, as { did
abroad, by labour—that is to say, by my pen; bnt literary
labour, however honourable as a profession, js at present in
Aadrid, and in fact 21! Spain, confined to editing novels, re-
tailed at tenpence eack.”

There has been a discussion In England as to the value of
acorns as foud for cettle., Some persons say that they are
poisonous, while others estimate the acorn crop in that country
this yeer as worth more ithan a million sterling. Tho fact
seems to be that acorns, dry and ripe, are very valuable foo@
for swine and sheep, taken in moderation. .

Tre ‘*Lost Anrt."—Under this heading, a Chicago journal
colls attention to the subject of asphalt pavement. The
Romans, it ia well-known, succeeded in manufucturing a pave-
ment which bes proved almost imperishable, aud it now
appears that the Western Athens lays claim to a similar dis-
covery. We learn that there is ox exhibition in that city an
‘ imperishable asphalt pavemeot,” waich is said to be impec-
vious to water, unchangeablo under the action of the elements,
elustic, hard, smooth, free from dust, tougher thau granite,
easily handled, and taken up, desirable, and which canneither
rot, burst, nor shrink : which, above all, ig chvap. In consists
of lime and asphalé mingled in proper proomtions. It is
made up into blocks, snd is laid more easily, i* is said, thap
wooyden pavements. ’ '

EDUCATIONAL QUESTIONS.
(Prize Questions and Ansicers : Dediceted to the London Schovl
Board.) ’
(From * Punch,™y

2. Who was Zero? )

A A Roman philosophes, who played on thn fiddls whil
inventing the Thermometer, '

€. State what yon kaow of Plutarch.

A, He was Xing of the Infernai Regions, merried Sazvupine,
and gnbsequentiy rc-wrote the Zeathen Mytholegy. ‘

. Who was Theodolite?

A. A native of Alexandria, and a Christinn bistorian.

Q. Give a short account of Abelard.

A. He was a selicitor who refused to go to the Cntsadéi.

His partuer was Heloise. They were both buried together.

Q. Hov ‘many {iraces were there?

A. Nine,

@. M:n*on them in order. : -

4. A Ziucs before dinner, a Trese ufter, and G'race Darlizg.
Thav's Licie. Three Graces of Canteibury, York, and Dublia.
T'bat's six. . A Grace of the Cambridzn’ Senate, 8 bad Grasy,
ana o gooad Grace. That's nine. :

&. How did Shakspeare mnake use of Niobe as a simile? -

<. He szid she was like 4 large theatre, ¢ al} tiers.” -

¢. When does s Russian Serf hove s r2al holiday ¥

A. Wihen be gets a knouting. .

Q. Wil sy the Neslorinns? .

4. They wexg followers” of Nestor, one of the oldest sad
wiseat Greeks of his age, :

@. Steie what you Rkuow of the Marionettes?

A They were hurctics living in Syria. i

¢.. Do you remember any Vegetarians in"the fourta o

LT
tury ? :

4. Yes, certainly. © They were s pariy. araong the ARELS, ...

just as the Vegetable-Maro-nites formed a distinet sect umong
the Maronites. - Co ‘
. Who was thé founder of the last.named sect? ‘
4, Publius Virgilius Maro, af{ter whom thay were 2 'ed.
@. Who was Hero ?- ' L : L .
4. A Hervoine, betoved by Neander, who wrate s Chunek
history, xad was then drowaed nat bathing. ' T




