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| and the outside shutiers were shut together.

Yibat stood near, and quick as a flash the flames

'l window would not open, und he followed the

!|utes from the time the fire started, the engines |

. were seven families in the tenement-house. The

jseparating the apartments of the respective fami-

€ | first story. The only other menns of escape was

THE FIRE IN MADISON STREET.

This dreadful tragedy was due tc the careless
nse of gasoline by plumbers, who were engaged
in thawing out frozen pipes. They were at
work in 2 small vnoccupied room communicat-
ing with the hellwa: at the foot of the stairs
in the first story. The windows were closed,

The men had also ciosed the dvor. They had just

filled the gasoiine machine, or lamp, with which
the pipes were thawed, from 2 can holding about
two quarts, and in doing 50 a little of the liquid
was spilled upon the floor. The vapour that arose
from it, it issupposed, caught fire from a candle

spread to the lawyp and thecan. 1t all occurred
so quickly that neither of the men can tell ex-
actly how it happened. The assistant dropped
the can, and the plomber picked it up all
ablaze, and ran to the window with it. The

boy iuto the hallway. The door from the hall-
way into the alley would not open, and the boy
crossed the hallway, and opening the door
that led inte a saloon in the front building,
dashed through into Madison street, shonting
*¢ Fire 1" The plum{,»er had dropped the blazing §
can, and, with his clothing all afire, followed his
helper. Persons passing in the street gathered
about him ss he reached the sidewalk, and aided
in extinguishing the fames with which he
was covered. After some delay a fire alarm
was sent in, and in ten or twelve min. |

were on the spot. In that time, however, the
fire hnd done wmost of its deadly work. There

stairway was in the middle of the building,

lies.  Fach apartiment cousisted of three rooms.
One window from each apartment opened ona
baleony, through the centre of which a station-
ary iron ladder extended from the eaves to the

W HOUSE.

up the stairway to the roof. The deusity of the
smoke and the swilt spreading of the flames bar-
red both waysof exit before a majority of the
tennuts kuew their danger. Those who lost their
lives were all in the fourth aud fifth stories. Be-
low them ihe balcony floorings were ablaze, and
past their doors the flames roared like a blast-
furnace. Ten lives were lost, and there were some
very remarkable escapes. The building was con-
structed on plans approved by the Building De-
partment, and was provided with the fire-escapes
that the law required ; but the firo had no sooner|]
spread through the doorway from the little room
where it started, than the "dranght through the
hallway sucked it upward to the stories above,

PLACE WRERE THE FIRE ORIGINAYIED

THE GREAT FIRE IN NEW YORK.




