cal stations, and is fitted up with a barometer, thermometer,
rain gauge, and an anemometer for getting the forve and
direction of the wind, which can be fully and accurately de-
termined, as the wind-gauge is placed on the point of a long,
low, and flat promontory which juts out into the sea some
considerable distance from the surrounding high mountains,
thus possessing advantages over the wind instruments at the
#“ Montreal Observatory,” which are placed immediately voder
one of the stecpest ledges of Mount Royal, Ourinspection
over, and having thanked the keeper for his courtesy, hogpi-
tality and kindness in forwarding telegrams of our satc arrival
to our friends in Toronto snd Montreal, whom we thought
would be naturally anxious about us, as it had taken the
« Oriole” six days to perform a passage which is done by the
steamer ¢ Necret” in thirty-six hours, we started on foot for
Grande Gréve, a small fishing settlement beautifully sitaated
on Gaspe Ray, and separated from Cape Rosier Bay by a
mountainous range.

THE ROAD FROM CAPE ROS(ER TO GRANDE GREVE.

The first two miles was along the beach, by the margin of
which we sauntered leisurely, picking up a few star fish,
echinz, and brachiopoda, stopping at intervals to watch the
process of preparing and ecuring the codfish, which by next
Lent may be seen under the shadow of the Dogana and Piazza
di S3an Marco at Veaice; or under the shadow of the Castle of
St. Angelo, and the vast and wondrous dome of §t. Peter’s at
Kome ; or at the base of the marble statue of St Januarius,
the patron saint of Napleg, giving a relizsh to the poor man’s
pumpkin seed and macaroni. In the preparing and curing
the codtsh the fshermen are assisted by their wives and
danghters, whose labours are not accompanied with a merry
<ong or cheery laugh, but mather with the sobs of weariness
instead of suany checks and lightsome eves there was to be
sevn only the psale and spirit-broken look of ceaseless toil and
hopeless degradatisn—a degradation from which there will be
litile chance of redemption until the abominable and iniqui-
tous truck system is abolished ; there will be no kind hand
ministered to them, nor cheerful voices making music in their
homes, until thiz is consummated. The lives of the fshermen
twtween Fox River and Percé being worse than that of the
tegro in the West Indies before emancipation, or the beggarly
lazzaroni of Southern Italy: the labour of the negro being
cheered by the luxurions vegetation of the cecoa-nut palm,
the orange tree, the tamarind and the suzar cane ; and that of
the Italian by 1ts olive groves, its sunnoy hills covered with
vines and flowers, {ts monuments of past «nd mightier ages—
wondars of art no longsr to be equalled—irazments of an older
and greater world ! its scenes where genius and valour carrivd
their patriotic daring and achievements to the highest sum-
mits of humao greainess and devotion : its glorious shrines,
:mples, palaces and churches,

THE TRICK STYSTENM.

The truck system is a system of bondage, a serfdom. The
writer knows of no spot in Canada where human natuare—
manhowi—is in a greater state of social degradation than on
the shores of the sodfishing grounds between Magdelain: and
the Bay of Chaleurs, and he commends these wretchend toilirs
of the sexs 10 the notice of the Minister of Marine and
. the Hon. Peter Mitchell, whose Christian name
doubtless was given him by pious parents in remembrance of
the Peter, from whose feitered limbs the Angel of God struck
his chaius and led him forth from the dungeon of the prizon
honse to life and liberty,—the Peter who in his first zeocral
epistle zays, © Above all things have fervent charity amonzst
vourselver—have compassion one of another, love as brathron,
ber pititul.”

The petition of these fishermen is o o, the Minister of
Marine and Fisherizs, and it says : ¢ Good sir, deliver us from
thi: bondage of hard task-masters.  This truck sestem iz a
hidden oppression which weighs heavily but silently upon
sarr souls, sometimes apon our dves. It is an oppression which
our tribunals do not puaish, neither does philanthropy, which
wx-reises itself in large cities for the prevention of crueity to
enimals, atternpt to mitigate, nor the Legislature o arrest
It is the indiference to our position we complain of, No sone
sucompanics our labour; if we listen, we only hear a sonnd
of dull and lagging footsteps, as of those that ar: weare in
tnudy and sick at heart. Have merey npon ns—Iet us have
Yiwrty” ‘

It may truly be said that < nichts davghter, Ignorance,
mave wrapt, aud wraps” all round the district. At Cape
Rosier and Graode Gréve we cannot say of the poor fizher-
men—

~-—— with little blest

Patient of lakour when the end was re-s,

[ndulzed the siay that housed their anaual zain

With feasts and oferings, and a thankfai #iraia.

The jovs their wives, their sons, their daughters share.
Fazed of their toil and partners of their care,

‘The lrugh. the jo:t attendants on the bowi.

fmnathed every hrow and opened every aoul,

.

X! they seem to be ground dowa by abject poverty,
BEECRIPTIGN OF 4 MOUNTAIN PASS AND MORALIZINGS THEREAN.

Here is a lotig halt by the way, we must pow proceed on
rnar jonrney.  After leaving the huts of the fishermen the rest
wf the rowl lies throngh a mountain. pass or gorge hermmed
in by bold rocks about 1000 feet high—the ascent from the
teach- is  sudden and abrupt—these rocks are sometimes
wovered with the dark green foliage of the fir, anon they are
sinked and rageed, Sitting altars for the zacrifice of the ignor-
snnce and poverty of the neighbonrbood, where the children
logk melancholy, and the pigs are attenusted, half-starved
looking animals, with sharp pointed snonts, their chicf food
being the refuse and entrails of the codfish. The look and
habita of the pigs which are probably infested with trichinm,
mnade ug realize more fully the extra-brightening up of the
risherman’s countenance off River Pierre, when we gave him
some of the best mess pork that could be procured. There
are few gpota in Lower Canada where the eye can reat on
wilder and more romantic scenery—yet without the rugyed
grapdeur of the Saguenay district-—than is to be found in this
mountain pass, the top of- which is about 804 fust high, ex-
cvedingly narrow, and beetles perpendicularly over the sea,
It made us dizzy to cast oureyes 8o low ; the sea-gulls that
winged the midway alr showed scarce as gross as sea-swallows,
and the fishermen upon the beach appeared no larger than the
inhabitants described in the.interesting travels of Captain
Lemuel Guolliver, more particularly the illnstrious rovyawaywus,
who were cut off from all commerce with other people, and
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whoso'buildings were very rude and simple, and who had noec-
casion of bribery, or Hattering, or pimping to procure the favour
of any great man or of his minfon ; nor where there amongst
them bullies and drunkards (as no spirituouns liquor can be
obtained at Cape Rosier from the teuck-shops, without a cer-
tificate from the priest that it ts wanted for medicinal pur.
poses), neither. were there tobe found physicians to destroy
their bodies, nor lawyers to ruin their fortunes, nor scoundrels
raised from the dust for the sake of their vices, nor fiddlers,
judges, and dancing masters, Would we could add they waated
no fence against the fmud and oppression of the factors who
are the upholders of the degmding truck-system to which we
have alluded.

In an umbrageous valley of this mountain pass, which is
eminently beantiful we revelled ; jn it we collected a number
of lichens, mosses, luxuriant ferns, and wild dora. At onu
turn a narrow path with crumbled rocks, thena deep glen
with its bright green trees, filled up at the mouth with the
bright azure sheet of the bay below, it looked bat a step out
of the leafy covert into blank infinity. Every turn of the
valley was replete with beauty ; to describe it wants the word
painting of Ruskin, or the brush ofa Creswick, or the poetey
of a Wondsworth., It was green and woody and refreshed the
eye :

It was 5 spet whien you might aptly call
The valley of sectusion.”

Its very stillness was almost oppressive, there was no sound
of birds, no lark at heaven's gate singing, no rossignols, no
warblers of the wood, no exquisite harmony from the shrill
treble of a flock of birds; no flocks or herds, no bleating of
sheep or lowing of cattle; nothing but the soft melancholy
of the alto of the moaning trees commingled with the bass of
the unseen surge below, It was solitude—a solitude which
is sometimes the best society—a solitnde where the mind
unburthens itself with ease and freedom—a sort of Vanciase
whereiz we could, in imagination, conjure up Petrarch retired
from Love and Avignon, enduring tho abssnce of his beloved
Laura, and relieving himself from the talse joys of a vicious
and corrupted court—or the forest of Arden where the Duke
with the melancholy Jacqueg and his co-matés and brothers
in exile,

 BExempt fran publie haunt
Found tensued in trees, books to the rupning brooks,
Sermoens in stanes, and goed in everything.”

The very stones preached to us, they seemed to say:—
1« Cry aloud, spare not the avarice and greed of those mer-
chant-fishmongers—hard task-masters who permit in some
instances the wives of the fishermen to salt down the flesh of
the whale (whack) for winter fnod, and charge them exorbi-
tani prices for the necessaries of life, so that the poor are
always deeply iu debt, and must either starve or ish.”” There
is no escape—no competition for labour like that in the
corn felds of Ontario ; on the wharves of Montreal or Quebee
and in the wood-forests of Ottawa : no competition in open
market where prices are regulated by snpply and demand ;—
bt they are doomed to live where the merchant buys the fish
at hix own valuation, and also barters ont the goods sold at
his trnck-shop at his price, so that if tish is bought from the
dsherman at half itz value and the necessaries of life are sold
to them at double their value, the merchant becomes rich and
the fishermman becomes poor—miserably poor—there’s 1o help
for it.—Dives and Lazarus—ihe parable may cccaszionally be
read with profit. The truck system is fraught with most
awinl consequences to the independence and morml condition
of the poor fsherman.  There can be nodoubt that ths moml
and sovial condition of the poor of the district of Gaspd has
been for a loog peried breomiog degraded and deteriorated,
and the writer belleves that if the truck system were abolish-
ed and the shermen were paid a falr price for their fsh, or
proper money wages for their daily labtour, they would soon
become more respectable in station, independent in feelings,
and comfortable in circumstances.  How can these pour
Gaspé dshermen ever better their coudition if Ly unfair
muans they sre compelled 10 expend the whele of their rarn-
ings at the merchant’s shop ? There is no doubt thut much in.
jnstive is donw to them, and that great misery resalts to their
wives and families,

If the fishmonger-merchant kept hiz shop for the purpose
of seenring good artieles, at falr prices, to the fishermen, and
he afforded no induecement to prrchase at hig shop except the
superior cheapness and quality of his articles, there would be
no reason to complain ; Lot the crusity which is at present
inflivted on the fshermen by the purchase of his fish in poods,
is often very severe—and the severity is proven by the hor-
rible condition of the peaple.

The subject is commensded to those merchants and traders
who signed a requisition for an indignation meeting in Moni-
real anent the  Pacific Scandal™ It i4 further commended
to the leaders of the Oppesition,

 Whnse andent minds
Shape goudliest plans of happiness on earth,
And peace, and {ibcrk.\'. .'mti reform.”

Assuredly men whose political eyes are too pure to bebold
an infringement of the liberties of the people's representatives,
ought not to wink at the perpetnation of a kysterm which
depraves and dugrades the poor fisherman,  Bnt et us now
lenve the topic, and let us most fervently hope that the atven-
tion of the I'ritne Minister may be called to it, for without
descending to political abstractions it is the duty of a Prime
Minister, more particalarly if he adopts a conservative polivy,
to see that the voice of disaffection ix not heard, and that the
misery of depressive circumstances should he forgotfen in
the midst of physical enjoyment; and to consult the public
interest, and to provide for the public good.

(Z6 ke concluded in our next.)

THE MAGAZINES.

The Penn Monthly is late this month and bardly up to’ its
usual standard. The most notable features are sections ele-
ven and twelve of The Conquest of Spain by  the Arab-Moors
relating to the countermovement produced by the rising of the
Cheristians in the Asturiag and the events which Terd to the ea-
tablishment of the independent khalifate of Cordova'; a neat
verse translation of Horace's Ode to Thaliarchus ; and a pa-

per on the use o( glazed tiles for mural- decoration.

©One of Colby's Pills will often prove sufMcient.

AveusT 23, 1873,
(For the Canadinn Niusteated Newa,)
FLOWN.

v wild, rebellionx heart! bo still. ha still!

The tlesh is s0 weak and the devil-so strong,
And she was ro fuir,

Toach mo, O Lord, sitbmisaion to thy witl,

€ God ! from off this bier, ¢3n it he wrong
Totake this little relic ofher biair?

I{ tis wizked ty warchip 8 spirit so pure,
O ta prass the pale lipy be accounted a sin—~
The lips of a saint!
Take eouirage, faint heart, to the end to cuetuen,
Thouith theu perish; thy fellows to save and ti win,
Lord, suresur thy servant, whoro faith b sy L4in?

O ppirit glorifed, canst thou ook dewn,
Compassionate, from the pure anvel band,
Kneel at God's throne,
Praying that my fong patience win its crown,
And that my spirit join thes in that land.
Where thine, released from sin and pain, ha< floag?
Nru ' Mo,
Mustireal.

Aliseellaneons,

Turken u Naval Pocee,

Turkey now tukes thivd place on the roll of naval coungrivs,
While England has &0, and France 30 frouclads or iron ships,
Tarkey has 19, The Turkish navy consists of the following
vissels i—Five ironclad frigates, 5 wooden frigates, ¥ ironelad
corvettes, 2 monitors, 5 unarmoundd frigetes, T anarue
corvettes, 6 unarmoured despateh boats, 4 wooden guate
Sarmoursl gunboats, 536 transports, aod 3 steawm drodges,
Fonr of the ironclad frigutes are steamers of 090-Buorse power,
and carey 16 guns.  Four of the ironclsd eorvettes caoy
guns, w0 pounders.  The monitors eavh carey § guns, 23
poutders,

Several tronclad frigates are in course of cansten .
tion, and will shortly be added to this constderable naval
force.

Lord Westbury s wat.

Lord Westbury, ex-Lond Chancellor of Ergland, vecountly
deceased, was the anthor of that sareastic remark to a bar.
rister with whom he was in cousultation: “ You had bestos
turn this over again in what you are pleased to call vour
mind > and not lonyg since he addressel the Prers asx ooy
lordships, who are still by courtesy called learned”  He was
a short, stout man, with 8 round, rosy face, on which ther
usnally played a soft, complacent smite.  He was fund of
yachting, and  affected nantical wavs—pilot coat, turned.
down coliar, and bare throat.  He spoke with unctuons wafi.
ness and delibieration, his words dropping from his Iipe 1k
drops of honey, but the honey was ulways a little bitter,
of his most fatmous decisions was that in favour of the theoln,
gical essays and reviews which made so much stir a dorer
vears ago, A sarcastie epitaph, composed abont that time
thos commemorated him : ¢ He abolished hell with costs, and
took away from pious members of the Church of Fogiaad
their last hiopse of everlasting damunation”

Curdiraly Physiognomlies.

The London Spertator has been stwdying from photosraph-
the physiognoemy of the members of the College of Uandinals
Tre judyment from the faces of the whole group is thst ther
are % simple old men, with handsome, genthananly features,
and very moderate bralns, There is no one amotg thew
with a face quite so intellectual as Fathier Nowmau, no on
with the true ascetic face of Dr, Mapning . no dreamer, tnless
it be Bonaparte; no resl Torquemasda, There iz but one
strong aggressive face, with the fighting peasant beneath its
ateadiness (Cardinal Calleny; but one physically bad faee
Casoni, who locks like a turfoman of the lower geade; and
but oae who would be taken for an English bishop, Filipio
¢ Sorso, There are but three who surpass the nsual type—
Monaco de Valetia, a superb face . Bonnparte, cxactly like th
tirst Napoleon, seminarized | and Riario-Sforza, the imagina.
tive man, who wonld, it Is rafd, shake Earepe by declasing
for the democracies of the earth as against s kings, His fuey |
with its steady oyes, clear-cut features, and broad determined
chin, is that of a man who would bave wiclded the temporal
power and saved Rome,”

Contdy 1'iety.

The general practivality of thiogs which becomes apparcnt
when two foud hearts are suddenly severed is tHustrated by a
Iate aad atfaic in Eagland, - A younyg and pleasing widower o
a4 met and wooed a lady of the fighty and immatore age of
45, For atime each seemed all that faucey painted, and thei
path was strewn with poetry and all that sort of thing, But
the widower, alas! became estranged, and signitied it in A
letter to the lady. “I have had & good deal of unplessant-
ness,” he observed, Yaince I saw you in the famley sircless,
and it is a dayley dish from the publick until T am hartley
aick of it, Dear Agpgie, do not let angry temper acise, nor
animosity prevail againstane for this, tor [ shall always en-
tertain o frendly feeling towards ‘you und all famley, ant
when we meet cach other may it be with. & frendly fealing
until we mest in heaven, where parting shall be no mor.”
Anybody would think that a kind and Christian statoment
like thia should awake in reply sentiments equally plessant,
Bat no ; that spinster did let animosity prevail, and having
warmly remarked in answer. @ You old hypocrite, how dare
you writs such stufl to me about us meeting in hinven 7" she
straightway begna a breach-of-promise suit, sod the widower's
gentle picty cost him $2,500.

Costly Beverage..

The City of Bremen possesses twolve hogsheads of what,
aceording to certain ealculations undertaken by the News Free:
#’resse, must be the most expensive beverage in the world,
The town purchased in:1624 twelve hogsheads of Rudesheimer
at 300 gold thalerseach. ‘These were placed in the municipal
cellars, where they still remain.- At the end of next year thesy
hogsheads will be 260 yeara old, and will, reckoning the in-
terest on the original price at five per cent,, have cost 790,

680,000 Prussian thalers,  The waste of wine from . evapors-

tion is always estimated at five per cont. per annum’; there

- remain, consequently, only 465, bottles of the original sup-

ply. Thisacnual loss has boon made up by means of old wine
found in: the cellar, Calculating tha price of a bottle of this

wine at one thaler oply, the 216,000 bottles which will have




