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A STARTLING STORY.
THr s ocIrxT ITENATIODALE inI TO BATE rIKED CHICAGO.

WM"e give the following extraordinary story for what our
readers niay think it worth. If not true, it is certainly a well
concoctc'd rtomance, and the nuinerousa instances of incendiarismu
discovered'l during the terrible fire, give it an air of probability
that does credit to the ingenuity of its author.- E., C. . N.)

(Front Chicago Tïnes, October23.)
The following document is given without the expression of

any opinion aste its authenticity. Though it appears at the
tiret thought te b utterly romantic and improbable, there are
not wanting cotilrumatory circumstances. For example, the
original explanation of the origin of the fire bas been denied
by two persons Oi abth, which is suficientt te disprove the
statement in a court of justice. Then it can be atîîiiýtted by
every one who litened to Train at Farewell Hall, on the nighît
Of the ire, that he îused the language recited below, predicting
the destruction of the buildinig in which he spoke, and saying
that a great calamuity was abot te overtake the city. Finally,
tIhere is abundant evidence going to show that the tire wn'as set
in more than one place. Thus, a well-known lady, who re-
sides in the vicinity of the Franklin school, on Division
streettate 1 poitivelv that while the ñire was progressing
north in the norti division from the river, she saw a man walk
up to the side of a primary school, a frame building, in the
rear of the Franklin sceloleturn out a lut of shavings froin a
ba. and immediately after the man had turned bis back ipoi
tbem saw the shavings flaming up. With these observations
the alleged confession is given in the precise language that it
was received, as folown's:

I am a eit-biter of the Societé Internationaile. The head-
quarters of lthe organization are in Paris, and its ramitications
extlnd all oer the wonrldî. There anc ba'clhe in London,
Ediinburght, Manchester, Liverpt-ool, Dublin. Berlin, St. tters-
btrgh, Naples, Florence, Vienna, and other c ities in Griat
Britain and o tue continent, and in New Yotk, Boston,
Washingtonu, Ne'wv Orleaus, Baltimore, and Chicagoi, in this
country. Its imembers are bound by a f-arftl caith never to
divtige auy of the plans or operations of the sciety, and
were it known that I was atbout to relate the story I have
conimmnced, I should never live tt finish it, while if the aurtiuor
of this ever becones known I will die a death more horrible
thau that which met any of the victims of the inuisition. It
it, threftre. wth far autd treniblingia that I sit down to write
the true story of the origin of the Chicago tire, and nthing
but the steiniest sense of duty and a desire to clear mv con-
sence of a load thiat i too heav' for endurance would induce
m to peu thiese lines. I fancy the sneer of iicrettulitv with
whitc some sill gr'et ain' nuncment that the destructiorn
of Chica- was accomplished by the Interiational Sotiet' or
Comunnet, îbut wh-t-rt I have tufolddi the dtails of the plot
and the motives that prompted it conception.incrdulity will
giv'e lplia.'e to istoniishiment that Ituian be'ings could be ftond
sut liinded by'nvi- i fatnatiit"tm as, to becoie piarties to so great and
ovterwahe'lming,: a crinie. The evntts of the pa a two weeks
have awulaeed mua" fratm a dream t it wild and improbablethat,
we're it nol t for the drearv evide nces of its reality that. I see
about me, I coufldl si-arce belilev, and still more rulluctnantl>
can I be*lieve-. that in thuterrible tragedv ihat has be'enactei
I wva. <tie -f tlie principal actors; that, tiioiugh lblindted by a
fanatiísn mure fearfuil than the worst form i f tlunacy, I p.'r-
mitt:d myself to become tht caue of so much miscry and
woe ol' la-gin at the, bt-inuing I mut revert to the organa-
nation of thet- Socit [nternationale, ils extent, its objects, and
its plans. Te soiey was organizd during the troublous
tinmes Ithat prceded the election of Louis Napoleon to the
Pre'sid'y 'totif France. A Commune. in which the poour hshould
be equIal with the rich andi tierich" i equal withu the poor, was
mumfh talkd cf at that time. and tiis organization was formed
sutwithit obj 'in view. 'ieelctionti tieouf Nap auolon to the
Pridnia-v and his subsVquelnt coup it,11 by which be se-ated]
himse'fi upon the th roine for a tinte defeated the plans Of the
s-ocialits. Ntwithtndin:: tthi fact, lowe'ver, th co:ianiza-
tion was nottaband bti, but wias r-ther more clos,'ly' ce:mentael
and more widtly dif d, The' evils of t-ae reign of the third
Napol-on stemtd l to add fiul to the tire that was esmould:ring
in France, atid the scity drew into its ratiks all the eient
of diaontet it hroughout ti empire. The result of the late
war be.tween France and Germany was to încorpo ate a more
danigenus elermnit no the society, and it was .'determinedl to
seize upon the opportunity offered by the withdrawal (of the
Prus-sians from Palils for putting the principles of thes6ciety
into execution The reign of the Reds in Paris is too frceh
in the mind of every reader to needt recapituai ti on at my
bands. Ls horrors are painted on every mindin colours ltat
can never be effacel. It will never be' forgotten how, in their
blind fury, the communiets destroyed not oily every vestige
of monarchuy, but everything that served as a reminder of the
old distinctions between the rich and the poor. Neither pal-
aces, nor works of art, nor cathedral.s escaped the mad fury
of the mob that beld high carnival in the bteautiful capital of
the world, where war and famine wrought such said dev'asta-
tion. The defeat of the Commune, through the perfidy of
sere of its members, did not serve to discourage it in the en-
deavour to seure the ascendancy of the principles of social-
ism, but it was reorganized on a batsis more enduring than
before. The society in France was thoroughly cemented, and
to-di'ay it is stronger numnerically than ever before.

Emissaries were deuspatchel to ail the commna'rcial capitals
of the world, and, together with those who had it-d froin the
Versailles government, formed branches in aill the leading
citie, not onuly in Europe hait in America. There was nlot
lacking those who wer so deeply imued with an insane die-
sire for the triumph of commniistic princialesi that tiley were
willing te undertake any desperate plan that gave promise of
success, even though attended with infinite misery and uffer-
ing. The long existing confliet between capital and labour
had prepared thousands of persons in every large cit y, and e -
pecially in manufacturing districts, for any despe'rate ework
that would avenge the real or fancied wrongs they liad received
at the hands oi the moneyed aristocracy f the land. In this
field the emissaries of the Commune laboured with a zeal that
would hbave donc eredit to a better cause. The utmost
care was exercised to prevent any disclosure of the plans
of the organization, and only a few were admitted to
its councils, although these are the men who, in case of arn
emergency, could sway the mob by the eloquen'ce of thteir
daring. It in but justice te the labouring men to say, how-
ever, that they were not true representatives of the claas, but
those woie, by prating upon the wrongs of the labouring men,
Penrd for themslvî't a coempete-ncy ont of the hard-earned

wages of their dupes. Throughout Great Britain and the
United States, agents of the Commune were in overy labour
union, and are to-day among the most lrplicitly trustet
menbers not ouly of those organizations, but perneate every
department of the State, municipal and national govern-
inents.

In England much was expected fron the society, and nuch
bas been accomplished. The labour strikes at Newcastle-on-
Tyne, the immense demonstrations at Hyde Park, at Dublin,
and in the nanufacturing districts, were ail incited and uilp-
held i the Internationais. Se insidious ant se secret are
their plans of operation that not one in a thosiba d of those*
who are themselves participants in the outbreaks know fron
whence their inspiration comres. Thus far the great citits of
Great Britain have esc'apted the o rieial oft ire through which
Paris and Chicago have passedl, but perhaps tefore this recital
reaches the eye of te reader, soue of the greatest capitals of
the world muay be, as Chicago is to-day, ai a f sioulder-
ing and desolatte ruins, inhabitable only bv the ufoi tirds of
the night. During a short residence in Paris, in 1867, 1 was
thrown nuch into the society of leading mebenl'rs of the Coin-
utune. leving an Anerican, it was suppose.d that 1 vould
favour anythirg that would tend tO b. ing about an absolute
equality between ail men. At first I laughed at ail such
notions, regarding thern as not only utterly inpracticabjle,
but as tending te overthrow ail law and order. But as expedi-
eut after expedient was suggested, sone of thenm seening to
be feasible, I caught the infection that animated my associates,
and soon became a blinii enhusiast in the cause of socialism.
While there I became a iermber of the Socitnternationale,
sud it is not surprising, therefore, that on iLs tirst organtiîzatiot
in Chicago, soue eight monthe ago, 1 w'as 'elected ats vone of
the prime movers. Since I had returned fromt Franc,' had]
been in correspondence with some of those prominent in the
movenent there, amnong whomn we're M. lHentri Martin wiho
was among the first to fail u victin to the Vers'illes traIops
at the capture of the city; M. Assi, wlhsce tragic fate is so
fresh in the minds cf ail, and M. ulius Garadine, fri whNo
I learned the progress the sccie'ty was miAking, andi mai of
its future plans. 'Tie organization in Chicago vas formidcoi
under the direction of toe crmutunist.' who hat tied froin
Paris. andi mvself. As elsewhere, notne but h. most daring
and trustworthy were adiittedT. rhe avowved purposs f the
society were hariless in themelves. They' we're to envouricttiir
te elevite the working-rmen to the level of the rii ; to iproi-
morre cnommunistict sentitents anong the itnasses, and, as toon
as possible, te inaugurate the reign of sciailiau, wlhen e'vtery-
boty should er.joy equal benefits, and poverty and want Shouli
be unknown. To these declarations there% was a codicil bind-
ing the meimbers, if it vere' founti imposszibite tt s'e' cure the
re:'sults by peaceablt mte, to resort to wîhateve-r meare
should> c dteemd advisable bv the dirctors of the organiza-
tien. 'rhe fir.t two iioitis of the existence cf the society
weire consunied in frtitlests attempts to stir up strife- between
the mechanices of thte city and th:ir employers. lit thge di-
astrions coiseqauences of the e igit-hour strikes in 18 7 were
vet fresh in reineibruac, and for once tihe libour unions. re-
fused to do the ttidding of the'ir prmpters. This wa'as a is-
couraginig blow, but the m'mbers of the socityv were d'ter-
muined]. Ii no city of the Union was more to be f'aretd to

comurnni i.sn frou a cointiuance of tie e''xi-ting condition of
aîiaïrs., for colossal fortunt's were tbe'ing aiassed in tani in-
credible short space of rtime, anti antaristecracty of wealth 'was
epringing up that threatened to becomneuostrong, as to elfy
overthrow. Plan after plan was u::gcsted, and abandon'd as
impracticable.

Finally, the burning of thIle busine -, portion of thr citi was
,suggested. A pplîalledal iby' te thouglit of rorking such desola-

tion in the fiirest city on th1e contint, I at trst shrank frorm
participation in tie transaction. I protetd that intead of
protnting the objects of the t's'cety it wouild oly retard
theut. But ai ithe othere werrc lirmai, and. wcakly, 1 yiiedcal.
Graduially the insanity produced by being a pronoter of a
caiîtnity that would shake thtewoarld lto, it'a c'entre teok joa'
session uf ite. Sepig or wakin, tily thouights werc filht.'
w'ita ithe plan. To mature the detaitl of the plot requiredir the
utmot caution. The project of raiïing a miaob ' ymas of
stne popular exicite'ment and t iburn and p ilage the city wasa
d'bated a lenigth, btut at last abandoned because of it.shazar-
dousnes's and the inevitable loss of life that it wofuld involve,
for te take life was net our object-it was oily to humble the
ne'n who had waxed rich ut the expense of the pioor, ''lie
ince'ndary's torch was finally xed lapon, aud on the thi day
of Auigust preparations were actively byegunî to carry it inito
e.xecution. Several tie a day was ixei for lthe awfil tragedy.
but as often aiandoned.

The co-operatioun' fthe elements 'vas needed. T'e torch
was firi.t applied'î to the wareiiouse on tht corner of Stîate and
Sixteenîth strea'ets on the guety morningg of the 20th of Sep-
t'rember, It was hoped that the higih south winid thon pro-
vailing would carry the damcre tthe row of frane baildings
to the northward, but a sudden change in thre wind df'aeated
the project by enabling the fire departin'nt to quench the
flamues. Again on the Saturday night preceding th' tatas-
trophe a match was' applied on Canial street, atid tfor a few
hours ail sened te lbuworking well, and but for the failure of
oee of the pîetroleum mines tu iguite Satall>itlh iornitig wouli
have seeri Chticaigo in ahts. But the doomli that w4as o'ver-
lhanging the city was delayed but a day, and that day <am'e
unear proving fatal to our plans, for the'n and only then wire
we in danger of betrayal. George Franci 'Train, a mtembiher
of the Société Internationale, leçtured in Farweli lIail on lthe
ev'nirg of dite fatedi Suniday. lin the course of his atddre!sa lhis
manner changed for a moment while he matde uise of these
wordis :

Il This ais the ulapubooxllic wdres. tha4 weill bo!deliaered wihetn thxei
wai. A ttrrible o'damity m irx imptedyiingover th ey f .Chiceao.
More / catnnt iay ; more f dare not titer1"

It was well for him he closed as he did for there were half
a score of handi grasping half a score of îisto! that woulda
iave checkedi any further utterance foreer. It fit with tueit
hesit>ancy that I1approach a recital of the 'scenem of that hor-
rible night

Al day long we hal becen in secret conclave where no trir-
tal couli spy or tdoings. Petroleum minne hai lbeen liaid an
a score of places, and trusty men were tationl(tied at t'ach of
them te apply the match at the proper noient The plot
had been so arranged that ali should appear as accident, on
part being nainly to assist tite progress of the flaines, for we
knew that once beyond a certain limit no agency couli stay
them. The plaoe above ail others in the city whlich promised
the great meanure of uiiceass was inthe btarn on De Koven

btreeto NoI oid Irish htag' was milking lier cowr at the
tit, tas the reporterse of the city press are determined to Ilave
Ht A human being of a di'rent sex was ther'ehowever, but
[tad diaapeare, as if by magie, beforam any ineortal eye hiai
reiarkea'hius presence uefore tit arrival of the jlt fit-
men at the scene of the' otiniagraition, half-a-dozen aines had
ben touched l'f, and their tforts to subdue lte flams werte
as fttile as the etfort cf a childi ti s t ite raging cataract of
Niagara. W hen liat iie liai reachedi the rive'r, work legîtla
on the south sid. Simaltnuly' a milic was spratng ai tthi
gas-wtorks, i an t 'other incar Van liiren strt'et briIgt', it aid t w
whol' blocks iw'ere a sething heil itif thitIai ess tim ta it il,
takes myi uccut peua to tel iit. From thnce nwntri
the tire was asistedi by a ine, sot on ellIs strael, twar
Mitairao, antuothe-r bltaock iid-a-hlîîif farther ast, and stilli an-
other in FIarwel Hall. Little dii thtotse w holisten'd letoiut
Trai t tithat eveattfui Siunday night suiect titat they wr
sitting over a magazine tat nee bittilia th titclh of a anteili
to involve thml in a pitrfe'c't lttl i of ahim e. From tiait peint
thei detstruc'tiont of the soluth 'iide, withl it amiassive' graniti
piles aidt weIl storel wareuse, wis aentred. t nard spei
the flii aes, and wie're'v''r t l atilppared lukely to skip utt new
magazine was fired, and relit with its fearful front intvlvi ti lie,
fair cit. 1 had b'en le,gateI to e'xpi e the pd r aagazit
titn South Wite'r astree't.

Our nly feanr of want of set''e was that the auttrit,
failing to aly the a t currrnt of tire. by erdintîary :un'ensi',
wouid res,,rt to the last and only hop'--lay a few h kis ln
ruis by mitans od gun wd'r. 'Tu guard aganst tiS a tin
iat b'eun laid communiatg with the ml agazine, and -
quired lait t spark to stro il. Vliit tite vrk tud be tii
fully inaugurited1 hastened to the p itt tt whicit lad' eu

ignd, andW itth a frnzy mt' re terribleti t huai utny1 aa I Ver
be'tor' expr i ed t'i rea'ihu titi i hei..l ir e -te mti i
have ben appliid. A toalh iny whin a few fai't t i ; a
siaght kik afromt my foot iwoul have plactaîl it over the hithitin

ise, ut the tre'ts were athrngad with peop, aid i satuk
fromt lmitntilthe attha'r twolhvephinged
humitat bings iuto titirtity.

'lthat momntbesiationwas their t alvation. The owr

brigade arrived alhst upon th intt, antt the exphiv-% a,
r'move' from tihe.' huating. A mng th.' htiu brçlrs rem-uvd
weri thse with whth thti train uoiunicatdaitd .iaLInnh
a atmy patrk aîfte'irwaliradi the' i iti xploin i
lîld ' had I rn re, d'' trira t th i m tay thlitb f h mti u
f'eiing tat rcami tit thant I was¡atit la itn inun ia t ¡irii
-f uty ifi. '[.tiahiems iadI adanue nthward oin bt ,-i
of where I st.d, atl. w' e rushing ;tri uit' tward e w 'ih fu
rapidhty. D zdby Ilthevroscaitn m tish h.vi
filid my bre'ast ta'liai- not nti tlif thit, and whIItnt. I awok
fr a amy trancei' thei l mttslitah ribh.' fii Iiatls tari ii ,a ita

face letmdtnain ou imi averyi 'in a 4r1ie1- uf r, I i-r a
momt v gvwayto'- Isiar. ua dspair gave le tr-;,I
and, braking down a h'avy thtr, I 'trushit tihruh ai tr t
the river antidpluingedin its a.tr 1 A bati nutu'-dt ai-
dock aioted me ai crt-, ultim hdid n t wnt ti''e ut
ettingu te it, biuat pshd it baire me a, i swiu. i-

in the narth sub. i ranwinth ali myit e th'rugh thei st .

toaidS tii :y mtitt a'ikn ,t t a'. ' rin thi- t rin b
Mcnsn Yes hd beold.il the man ln ry 1-wrk

in u't ' i h a t a luiIll. A,- ti 'rr unt oif ' titr a
n rth at nfromiti a u lihren stree t i rd aita r .îo tr'.a't
bundi l n ' il auther aurthrof di in atetirn theiIi waIby
iiarbrt nI. ta't inui in a vilablet eiau o t hlia' city,
would ape the teraibl r t in thait hait viat. ith' -t
mainar oef theI' -ity. 'T' amu la proei ' .ang irri-
on anid ai tiur, ut reat t, ["urti A t. nV'te, ami her c u d

to have' ptuS tarît Ittù.aI twtm' ai tu mWmat fril-
it lii w trli i a' i'n thel i ut. bia .in , 'A fewA b ie t m&.:n ilitti-e
wUilthedm ,and but fr thl nip n if the atrn
tionak 1.4would (have aydits p Sgr. It an uilthm
itoaa btyue that ha libn aatnd by. ts i'panits, ,t.e-

Sibly for Ûte purifisof avin jnmhombol utni l ha a
bi. et lt, and r'turned'î laidîeu"în wUit atis . but a rtuentat.r-
wards t hlit re ar of th-buildtig bea.ine' ai tii, tf Iii-w,îî ual a
giet oif witl arried it 'estwadte tha. like. ai nrtwar
oVer thir' iistri't titliait h tu 'ibe'n ptrd, , tu 'pai

the uiii vers'aI ruin, tuia thei iorth rui . îhtiti ui t h e tattuId

to dlsbto bt f' w bu'ti ligs and thei' iltrut, i h e ur

ter aidt lie o'f sat' utuet's.A drinig the prr baf
theý lire toitthe south side miNs wereSping:n vlà us k 4
ries ai the tiea avae, itoly whil re lm natural t
of the flames was likaely to aIave th' woirk btut impat uf'
dIon'. 'h'' tn progr e ito wly. 'The water tr.
in fuil hiitt, and ther' at dan 'r thtt t:iu'ghtheir Izl

some1 of lte bultinig donte lto l-îtio oui b. -t
The wsrk had Ibena prare'd' ' fer dari, tinul, but th "timn bad
nut mri'l, as lth tir. wt " ral licku ta. Mrt iota'ih-
aro. iîî liig tiis fact tii match tv appli., uan ithe a w r
er.- t to'' ly for th ir it In ti' 'iriliglt tit' nwlithi

uta tfird thie tetine wa overthrowni' avi blly a a du utt is
th fira' wi laad i' feil a victiri ai its iry. 'Th us tht
work of tht,'et i nitri'if the SoIéta tairaulual Th' i
eliemntita co-ld th' l truction and tht. avelu''ht truent1
of Chii g iii e w isa' w steit i' dreir r uit, uinhiaab ' i' nily by
ghouts and the ill-i'meedbirds f th' night. 'e r'uits
a e more talin lia i. h a n aittiipaîted, bit tr' yet notit ti ' -

ty. y lblialings tieat ual b'en a bi y the it r-

tuationab: aped the i y ord'a, whib a large trait tat it
iadi ben et'mind te par'e isnow at rut.

Retribuitin is not lng in fiainug th riitrattr t f great
a:riis, 'Twof aof tiei ginal fuIttnir t t ' irga it ai it
Chicago nt Ie'ath in the terrible co 'rtatin ' ii: hwi inuti-
gate d1, atnd I one am paed ti suiffr 'worse th taus

deaths fron th 'stings if tconciintice. v'taven if the imntil de-
ilgated lt amist t hie taire ' in itl ra gr'ss alia p tit rtlaiy
Iii luthe they had ''anîjaîrei Ilit Whit' t oat inthe. ar r rir
ittibly maimed for life. As for ms elf i hlittb ie' f
escapitg the vngaanc' of it ir trnationattl5.

The atI to whih I tierib't carries withi it lhet'nity
of a dath in a fornin ore horrible thinantitiv tihat lais b4-
visitei upon mrtal since the sait first rost' tvr chati. iiThe
orgaaiz -tion i aiiipurit, permating 'ver'eirale ait ty,
eah m:ltriember being boune tom'etaut Ltae t itîpnalty t io theitil
to any one Who may divilige ilsecirîts. This;, is grt'aitt'st of
se'crets, hais b'en writtenm uiter lte toad of a gillty catini'
Lite has st aii ito attractios for ru, andi Isenrcy enr til
v', nave tosee' thei dmage tcaul iptmy throngh iv instru-
maenitaility repcliread, But if it shallappear that 1 canriitt etcare
from thet' 'Who have aiready nlrvNed'eul atitIn se tmîtuch misery
1 will yet not dieiat their hanah, hut will prfter ta lie ii ace-
-aura ground
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