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A STARTLING STORY.
THE S0CIETE INTERNATIONALE 841D TO BAVE FIRED CHICAGO.
[We give the following extraordinary story for what our
readers may think it worth. If not true, it is certainly a well
concocted romance, and the numerous instances of incendiarism
discovered during the terrible fire, give it an air of probability
that does credit to the ingenuity of its suthor.— Ep, C. I. N.}
(From Chicago Times, October 23.)

The following decument is given without the expression of
any opinion as to its authenticity., Though it appears at the
@rst thought to be utterly romantic and improbable, there are
not wanting, confirmatory circumstances. For example, the
original explanation of the origin of the fire has been denied
by two persons on ecath, which is sufficient to disprove the
statement in & court of justice. Then it can be attested by
evers one who listened to Train at Farewell Hall, on the night
of the fire, that he used the language recited below, predicting
the destruction of the building in which he spoke, and saving
that & great calamity was about to overtake the city, Finoally,
there is abundant evidence going to show that the fire was set
in more than one place. Thus, a weli-known lady, who re-
sides in the vicinity of the Franklin school, on Division
strect, states positively that while the fire was progressing
uorth in the novth division from the river, she saw a man walk
up to the side of a primary school, & frame building, in the
rear of the Franklin school, turn out a lut of shavings from a
bag, and iiwmediately after the man had turned his back upon
them saw the shavings flaming up.  With these observations
the alleged confession is given in the precise language that it
was received, as follows ;

T am a membder of the Societé Internationsle. The head-
quarters of the organization are in Paris, and its ramifications
extend all over the world. There are branches in London,
Edinburgh, Manchester, Liverpool, Dublin, Berlin, S$t. Peters-
burgh, Naples, Florence, Vienna, and other cities in Great
Britain and on the continent, and in New York, Boston,
Washington, New Orleaus, Baltimore, and Chicago, in this
country. Its members are bound by a fearful vath pever to
divulge any of the plans or operations of the society, and
were it known that 1 was about to relate the story 1 have
commenced, I shouid never live to finish it, while if the anthor
of this ¢ver becomes known'1 will die a death more horrible
thau that which met any of the victims of the inquisition. It
ix, therefore, with fear und trembling that [ sit down to write
the true story of the origin of the Chicago fire, and pething
but the sternest sense of duty and a desire to clear my con-
science of a load that is too heavy for endarance would induce
me 10 pen these lines. I fancy the sneer of incredulity with
which some will greet iny snnouncement that the destruction
of Chicago was accomplished by the International Society or
Commune, but when T have upfolded the details of the plot
and the motives that prompted its conception, incredulity will
give place to astonishment that human beings could be found
g0 blinded by fanaticisim as to become partics to so great and
overwhelming s crime. The events of the past two weeks
have awakened me from a dream so wild and improbable that,
were it not for the dreary evidences of its reality thut | see
about me, I could scarce believe, and still more relnctaatly
can | blieve, that in the terrible tragedy that has been enacted
I wus one of the principal actors; that, though blinded by a
fapaticism more fearful than the worst form of Innacy, I per-
mitted  myself to become the cause of so much misery and
woe, To begin at the beginaing I must revert to the organi-
ration of the Socicté lnternationaly, its extent, its objects, and
its plans. The society was organized during the troublous
times that preceded the election of Louis Napoleon to the
Previdency of France: A Commuar, io which the poor should
be equal with the rich and the rich equal with the poor, was
much talked of at that time, and this organization was formed
with that olj-ct in view. The election of Napoleon to the
Prezidency and hia subsequent esup oétat by which be seated
himself upon the throne for a time defeated the plans of the
socialists. Notwithstandins the fact, however, the oigraniza-
ton was not abandoted, but was rather more closely cemented
and more widely diffused.  The evils of i reign of the third
Napol-on seemed to add fuel to the fire that was smouldering
in France, and the society drew into its ratiks al! the clement
of discontent throughout the empire.  The result of the late
war between France and Germany was to incorpo ate a more
dangerous ¢lement into the socizty, and it was determined to
seize upon the opportunity offered by the withdrawal of the
Prussians from Paris for putting the principles of the society
into execution  The reign of the Reds in Paris is teo fresh
in the mind of every reader to need recapitulation at my
bhands. Iis horrors are painted on every mind in colours that
can never be effaced. It will never be forgotten how, in their
blind fury, the communists destroyed not only every vestige
of monarchy, but everything that served as a reminder of the
old distinctions between the rich and the poor. Neither pal-
aces, nor works of art, nor cathedrals escaped the mad fury
of the mob that held high carnival in the beautiful capital of
the world, where war and famine wrought such sad devasta-
tion.  The defeat of the Commune, through the perfidy of
some of its members, did not serve to discourage it in the en-
deavour to secure the ascendancy of the principles of social-
ism, but it was reorganized on a basis more enduring than
before.  The society in France was thoroughly cemented, and
to-duy it is etronger numerically than ever before.

Emissarics were despatched to all the commercial capitals
of the world, and, together with those who bad Hud from the
Versailles government, formed branches in all the leading
citier, not ouly in Europe but in America. There was net
lacking those who were s0 deeply imbued with an insane de-
sire for the trimnph of communistic principles that they were
willing to undertake any desperate plan that gave promise of
guccess, even though attended with jnfinite misery and suffer-
ing.  The long existing conflict between capital and labour
bad prepared thougands of persons in every large city, and es-
pecially in manufacturing districts, for any desperate work
that wonld avenge the real or fancied wrongs they had received
at'the hands ot the moneyed aristocracy of the land, In this
ficld the emissaries of the Commune laboured with a zeal that
would- have done credit to a better cause. The utmost
care was exercised to prevent any disclosure of the plans
of the - organization, and ‘only 8 few were admitted to
its councils, although these are the men who, in ‘case of an
emergency, could sway the mob by -the eloquen-e¢ of their
daring. - It is but justice to the: labouring men to say, how-

ever, that they were not true representatives of the class, but

those wao, by prating upon the wrongs of the labouring men,
reenred for themaelves a competency ont of the hard-earned

wages of their dupes. Throughout Great Britaln aund the
United States, agents of the Commune. weru in overy labour
union, and are to-day among the most fmplicitly trusted
members not only of those organizations, but permeate every
department of tho State, municipal and national = govern-
ments.

In England much was expocted (rom the society; and much
has been accomplished. The labour strikes at Newcastle-on.
Tyne, the immense demonstrations at Hyde Park, at Dublin,
and in the manufacturing districts, were all incited and up-
held by the Internationals. 8o insidious and so secrut are
their plans of operntion that not one in a thousand of those
who are themselves participants in the outbreaks kuow from
whence their inspiration comes.  Thus far the great cities of
Gireat Britain have escaped the ordeal of fire through which
Paris and Chicago have passed, but perhaps before this recital
reaches the eye of the reader, some of the greatest capitals of
the world may Ube, as Chicago is to-day, n mass of smoulder-
ing and desolate ruins, inhabitable only by the foul birds of
the night. During a short residence in Parvis, in 1867, 1 was
thrown much into the society of leading members of the Com-
mune. Being an American, it was supposed that 1 wonld
favour anything that would tend to biing about an absolute
cquality between all men. At first 1 laughed at all such
notions, regarding them as not only utterly impracticable,
but as tending to overthrow all law and order, Butas expedi-
cot after expedient was suggested, some of them seeming to
be feasible, I caught the infection that animated my associates,
and soou became a blind enthusinst in the cause of socialism,
While there I became a member of the Société Internationale,
and it iz not surprising, therefore, that on its first organization
in Chicago, some eight months ago, 1 was sclected as one of
the prime movers, Since [ had returned from France [ had
been in correspondence with some of those promineut in the
movement there, among whom were M. Henri Mactin, whoe
was among the first to fall a victim to the Verssilles troops
at the capture of the city; M. Assi, whose tragic fate is so
fresh in the minds of all, and M. Julius Garadine, from whom
I learved the progress the zocivty was making, sd many of
its future plans, The organization in Chicago was formed
under the direction of two communists who had tled from
Paris, and myself.  As elsewhere, none but the most daring
and trustworthy were admitted.  The avowed purposes of the
society were barmless in themselves. They were te emdeavour
to vlevate the working-men to the level of the rich | to pro-
mote communistic sentiments amony the masses, and, as soon
as possible, to inaugurate the reign of socialism, when every-
body should erjoy equal benefits, and poverty and want should
be unknown, To these declarations there was a codicil bind-
ing the members, if it were found impossible t¢ sevure the
restlts by peaceable means, to resort to whatever measures
should be deemed advisable by the directors of the organiza-
tion. The first two menths of the existence of the seciety
were consumed in froitless attempts to stic up strife between
the mechanics of the city and their employers.  Rut the dis-
astrous conscquences of the eight-hour strikes in 1867 were
vet fresh in remembrance, sud for ouce the labour unions re.
fused to do the biddiag of their prompters. This was a dis-
couraging blow, but the members of the society were deter-
mined. Iu no city of the Union was more to be feared to
communism from a continuance of the existing condition of
affairs, for colossal fortunes were beiug amassed in an in-
credible short space of time, and an aristocracy of wealth was
springing up that threateaed to become 30 strong as to defy
overthrew.  Plan after plan was suzgested, and albundoned as
impracticable. ) :

Finally, the burning of the business portion of the city wax
suggested.  Appalled by the thought of working such desola-
tion in the fairest ity on the contineat, I at tirst shrank from
pacticipation in the transaction. [ protested that instead of
promoting the objocts of the soviety it wonll only retard
them.  But all the others were firm, and, weakly, b oyiclded,
Gradually the insanity produced by being s promoter of a
calamity that would shake the world to its centre took pos-
sion of me. Sleepiug or waking, wy thoughts were filled
witni the plan.  To mature the details of the piot regnired the
utmost caution.. The project. of raising a mob by menns of
some popular excitement and to burn and pillage the city way
debated at length, but at last. abandoned because of its hazar.
dousness and the inevitable loss of lif that it would involve,
for to take life was not our object—it was only to humble the
men who had waxed rich at the expense of the poor. 'The
incendiary’s torch was finally tixed upon, sad on the 9th day
of Aungust preparations were actively begun to carry it into
execution, Several times aday was ixed jorthe awinl tragedy,
but as often abandoued.

The co-operation of the elements was peeded.  Thae toreh
was first applivd to the warchouse on the corner of State and
Sixteenth strects on the gusty morning of the 20th of Sep-
temmber, It was hoped that the high south wind then pee-
vailing would carry the flames to the row of frame baildings
to the porthward, but a sudden change in the wind dufeated
the project by cnabling the fire department to qoench the
flamce. - Again on the Saturday night preceding the catas-
trophe a match wag applied on Canal street, and for a fuw
hours all geemed to be working well, and but for the failure of
one of the petroleum mines to ignite Sabbath morning would
have scen Chicago in ashes.  But the doom that was over-
hanging the city was delayed but a day, and that day came
near proving fatal to our plans, for then ‘and only then wore
wir in danger of betrayal. George Francis Train, o member
of the Société Internationale, lectured in Furwell Hall on the
evening of the fated Sunday, In the course of his address his
manner changed for a moment while he made use of these
words : }

3 This aia the last public address that will be delivered within these
walls, A terrible culamity in imperiding over the city of hicago.
More [ cannnt sy ; more [ dare not utter !”

It was well for him he closed ag he did, for there were half
a score of hands grasping half &' score of pistols that would
have checked any further utterance forever, It is with much
hesitancy that Lapproach a recital of the scenen of that hor-
rible night B ' :

All day long we had been in secret conclave where no mor-
tal could spy onr doings.. Petrolenm mines had -been laid 1n
a score of places, and trusty men. were stationed at each of
them to apply the match ‘at the proper- moment “The plot
had been 6o arranged that all shiould appenr ag accident, our
purt being mainly to assist the progress of the flanca, for we
knew that once beyond a certain limit no agency could atay
them. The place above all others in the city which promised
the great measure of siccess war in the barn on De Koven

street, No ¢ old Irish hag" was milking her cow at the
time, a8 the reporters of the city press are determined to have
it. A human beiog of a different sex was thers:, however, but
hiad disnppenred, ns if by magie, before suy mortal eye hag
remnavked his presence Before the areival of the juded fipe.
men at the scene of the contlagmtion, balf-a-dozen mines had
been touched off, and their efforts” to subdue the flames wer
us futile as the effort of o child to stem the ragivg catarnct of
Ningara.  When the flnmeys had reached the viver, work begay
on the south side, . Simultancously n mine was sprung at the
gas-works, and another near Van Buren street bridge, and two
whole blocks were a seething hell of lame in less tHmo than iy
takes my unaceurtomed pet o tell it.  From thence anward
the fire was assisted by w omine, sct on Wells street, neae
Monror, another block and-a-halt further cast, wnd stil) an.
other in Farwaell Hall, Little did those who listened to citizen
Traiu on that eventful Sauday night suspect that they were
sitting over a magazine that needed bButb the toneh of aovitc},
to invalve them in a perfect bell of dume,  From that poin
the destruction of the sonth side, with its ‘massive gravite
piles and well stored warchouses, was assured.  Onward spead
the flames, and wherever they appeared likely to skip a new
magazine was fired, and rain with its fearful front involved the
faircity. I had been delegated to explode the powder magazine
on South Water street,

Our only fear of want of suvcess was that the anthorities,
failing to stay the mad current of fire by ordinary means,
would resort to the last and ouly hope—lay a few blocks in
ruing by means of gunpowder. . Fo gunrd against this u train
had been laid communicating with the magazine, and re-
quired bat a spark to destroy it. - When the work had been so
fully inaugurmted | hastened to the point to which 1 Lad beey
asxigned, and with a {renzy more tercible than any 1 had ever
before expertenced, T reached the spot where the match shogid
have been applicd. A coal dny within o fow feet of i o
slight Kick from my oot woulbld have placed it over the hiddea
fise, but the strects were thronged with people, and © stirank
from committing the act that weuld have plunged hundreds of
human beings into eternity, :

That moment's hesitntion was theiv salvation.  The powder
brigade arrived almost upon the tortant, and the explosive was
renueved fromw the batlding, Awmong the first barrels retnoved
were these with wheoh the tadn communicated, and altiongl
a stiay spark afterward fired the fuse no explosion falfowed,
Harddy had I recoversd from tha mwsomentary tash of Luuage
feeiing thst - vercame me than [ was jdaced o bmminont perit
of my e, The fames had ndvancesd northward on botd ity
of where I stownd, and we'e rushing toward e with foa gl
rupilht.)’, Dazed h}' the various c“nﬂ:t?!ing vriotions that ol
filled my breast I had not noticed this, and when | awaoke
from my trapce the most hoeeabbe of deaths starod we i the
face  Hemmed ot every <t in a crucible of fiee) | fora
mwoment gave way to despair, Bot despaic gave e strength,
and, breaking down a heavy door, | rushied throush a stors 1o
the river and plunged into 1t waters, X boal moored at the
dovk assisted me to cross, nltnouzh 1 did oot waste tme o
wetling o i, bat pusbed it nfore me as §swam, Heah-
tne the north stde Tean with all my speed theaugh the sireets
towards the city Himits, seoking o escape from the terreie de
seeties my eyes had beholds Tn the moattinge, my co-work:-e
tn crime had not becn idles As the cnrrent of e jussed
northward from Vag Bocon street it appearsd that a farge traet
bounded on the north of Madison strevt, and on the weet by
Bearborn strecty fnclading s vadnable section, of the city,
would ercape the ternble destroction that hal visited the 1es
mainder of the vity,  The tlamer bad procesded alouy Harri-
son and Vian Buren strects to Foueth Avenne, and hece sromed
to have speut thetr fores T was s terrilde moimen? foe mil-
Hons were tremblise in the bdancel A Sow boave men battied
with the demnon, and but for theomaipresenoe of the futeria-
tivnals would have styed its progress. Dot aoman vasiead
into a house that hnd beea abandotiod by Ite aorupints, asteti-
sibly for the purposeof saving seme hoasehob) wensibs that bt
been lett) aud returned Laden with gowds but 4 momentaster-

wards the rear of the bnlding bacaine a mass of Saae, and a
gust of wind carried it castwird to the ke and porthward
over the district that had thus been spared, thus completing
the wmiversal ratn,  On the north side 1 had been snteidod
1o desteoy but few buildings and these the basiteess head s
ters and restdences of the atluent, A< during the progoess of
Ui tire ou the south side mines were spruny in vadtons Lo adie
tics as the tames advanced, but valy where thie nutuel co
of the thanes was  HRely to leave the work but tmperfo o
done. - "Che Bre progressed too slowly. The witer works wore
in fall blast, and there was danger that thoovsh their agens o
somi: of the buildings doomed 1o demalition would be saveat
The works had been prepared for desteuction, but the time had
ot arrived, a8 the fire was severnl bMocks away, Bug notwith-
staneding this fact the nnteh was applivd, and the workinen
woere obitiged to fly for their fives, To theis flight the nin wto
badt fired the wmine was overthrown awd badly injured, aud as
the fire wlvanced he fell a victim o it fury, Thus ended the
work of the incendiarics of the Socilté Intetnatiosale, The
elerments completed the destraction, and the laveltest portion
of Chivago is now a waste, drear o, inhabitable only by
phouls and the Hleomened bivds of the night,  The resalts
are more than had been anticipated, bt are yet pot satisfac-
tory.  Many baildings that bad been doomedd by the Inter-
pationade eaciped the fiery ordeal, while a large tract that it
bl been determined to spare ig now a ruin,

Reteibution i not long iu follewing the perpetrators of great
crimies, Two of the orgioal founders ot the ongapization in
Chicago metdeath in the terrible contlagration they bl lnktis
gated, nod [ alone amn spared to suffor worse than o thonsgand
deaths from the stings of conscivnee,  Seven of the men de-
legated to assigt the fire in its progress nlso perished miserably
in the hell they bad coujured up, while twe others are pro-
bably maimed for lite. As for wmysetf, § have Little bope ot
escaping the vengeaner of the internationnds.

The oath to which 1 subseribed earries with it the peoslty
of # denth in'a form more horrible than any that has been
visited tpon mortad since the snn first rose over chaos. - The
arganiz tion i omuipresent, permenting every elrele of svciety,
vach member being bound to ety out the penidty of the muh_
to any one who muy divalge its secrets. Thisita greatest of
gectets, has been written under the lowd of o guilty consciener.
Life has lost all its attenctions for me, and | searcely care to
liver, save to see the domage caused partly through mvinstro-

cmentelity repaired.. Butif 3t shall appear that T cannot eseape

from: those who bave already involved me in vo much misery
I will yet not dia at their handg, but will prefer to lie in se-

~enrged ground, :




