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France. On the Sth of August, 1690, a considorable portion of the city, fo
King William, vith an army of 38,000 ashes, and UftVcted an immense breach
effective mon and forty piecos of arti- in the wall, so that by the 27th, when
Iry, approacied ·the city from the al was ready for the final assault on
south or lft, bank of hie Shannon. Willian's part, sone of the Irish batter-
Limerick then as now, consistel of thi roc ies had been silenced, and the vall along
distinct divisions. One on the Claire its whiîole front rendered intenable to
side of the Shannon, on the right bank the nusketeers. AL thia crisis Williai
of the river, one on King's Island, in the sont the governor a second sninmons
middle of the stream, and one on the te sui-endcr. Boisselau consulted the
Lijimerick side. The pat on King's Jrish generals, and believing further
3slaid w'as called Englishtown, while rcsistance usoless, advised them. to
that on the Limerick side was known accept the terims of capitulation. But
as Irishtowin. A bridge fomtueIsand otum ers, soldi rs nd citizens were
led to eaI chi' ihe other' sections. unanimous iii their deterimination to

The Irish army hld been concentrated the last; tho womn declaring they
at imeric'k for a nionth when William wvoul rather bc torn te picces by the
appeared before it. Eight thousand artillery than be snbjected te outrages
infuiLtIy inanned the works, which by the foreign soldicry. Boisselau,
had been constantly strengthened since fin:ling hiiself opposed on al sides,
De LaUisan spoke of them se contemupt- vithd rew froin the city and declined
nously, but tcy lad only nine pieces all finther responsibility. William hav-
of Artillery in position. Some 'Crgi- ing reecived his answer, prepared te
monts of dragoons occupied the islind, storm lithe city. For this lpose h
and the cavalry were stationed above sclectd. tive hnmdred British grenadiers
and below the cityon the Clare side of to lcad the assault. These wcrc sup-
the river to defend the fords, many of ported by a force of ten thoisand pieked
which werc then passable. When mon, under leaders ofuîndoubted valor
Williani hid disposed of h.is forces for and expericîe. The arti]ilery 1was to
the investment ofthe city, ho sent a suim- kcoop p a tremeudons lire along the
mons foI its surrender, but was politcly entire line; whcn it ceased, the firing Of
recfnscd. H1e tlercipon made prepar- thrce guns in quick succession wVas to
ations for a regtar siege, encircling the be the signal foi' assalit. Sarsfield and
oity on the sonth and south-west and Berwick had prepared te meet the im-
soon opened a torriie cannonade :along pending attack.
his entire fient. This bonbardment The greater portion of their infantry
continued for two days without intor- werc stationed on cithor side of the
mission; but tinding he made little breach; thin musketooers were pos.et
impression on the walls, William on overy avaihble portion of tho wall,
dirdcted his fire against the interior of and the guns of the Black Battery,
the tqwn, and dispatched iessengers tO which commanded the br'ach, were
Clonninl to haston up his battering loaded with grape te rake the attacking
t'ain and pontoons, which had been coluns as they ontered. Other forces
convoyed by se te Waterford, and wore held in reserve iii varions portions
were nowon thchi' way tohis camp. The of the city, -while the stieetsvore filled
story of how Sairsficld disposed of this with groups of civilians, both men and
expected train forns ene of the most woicn, deter'mined te risk their lives
dramatic chapters of Irish History. It in bravely battling for home, honor and
las already appeared in Tr HARP. fatlcrland. [t was threo o'clock .in the
Sarsfield's exploit took place on the afternoon when the signal wias given for
18th of Auignst, and for the two suceedd- the assault. The British grenadiers,
ing ivecIs thre was a continued suc- followed by the Dutch guardîs cntercd
cession of hard combats betweon the the breach:with arush, and in spitof a
opposing forces. The garrison had terrible shower of grape, which deci-
made sevàîral desperate sallies inflicting mated their ranks,,they got te the crost
considorable ioss on the bosiogors of the Lbe'ch and swept past the first
whiloe on theuothr hand the fire fron line of guards, but another shower of
the batteries of the latter had reduced grape tore thiough them, and tho Irish


