THE GHRISTIAN.

August, 1888,

Eovyespondence,

Dear Brother Capp,—1 wish to give you my
thanks for THE CHRis11AN which comes with such
good chaoer to tho hoart an it records tho strugglos
and triumphs of those my brothren in tho prov-
Incos who earnestly contend for tho faith once for
all dolivered to the saintas.

Here our work differs. Wo are in the midst of &
poople who aro idolaters, who suffer from the de-
gradation and suporstition which attonds the ex-
altation of a orenture above tho Creator. Jn the
forment in which Japan now is the bettor classes
havo lost faith in idolatry; some, where Christi-
anity wos to bo heard, have becomo Ohristians,
others have road oxceptional works, (notably
Herbert Spencor,) which are translated by the
priests into Japanese and are trying to poss as
agnostics, Such thoy ave, tho' they do not under-
stand oxactly what nor why they beliove. The
Atlionians wero agnostics, they know not the true
God aind' there aro those to-day who know not God
bocause they know not His son,

It froquently happons here that such men hear
the word of God and live; they need only to bd led
to the conviction that there is a God in the Reavens
and thelr accoptanco of his rovelation is not diffi-
cult.

Our work is vory ohcouraging, we have had
about fifty additions during tho past year, there
wora six in the last month. Thesoe are mostly
young.men; they are the intelligent class, and most
easily break off from old asaocciations. Yot they
aro sometimes parsecuted in a social way, Tho old
people aro usually idolators and mosat are bitterly
opposed to the Christian religion. Yot wo have a
fow who are faithful believers. One olderly lady,
poor (the nation, like every heathon nation, is
poor), ignoraut, soignorsnt that it required many
months for her to understand the simplest truths,
bacaibe a Christian at length and rojoiced groatly.
Her adopted son, who was her support, told her
that if she did not give up the hated religion of
Jesus in ten days, he would turn-her out of doors,
Sho was in great distress and came and told us
saying *‘I can’t give up the raligion of Jesus, that-
i sure.” He did what be conld to make her life
wretched, and at last gavo Ler & small amount of
money and sent her away. Evontually sho found
& homo with her brother and is yot faithful to the
Lord.

Another old lady sitting on the floor in poverty
most keen, trying to patch someo rags, said ‘“Oh!
I don't understand your teaching, I am s0 igunorant,
but this I do know, there is a world of light some-
where and there the true God is, and O! that
tomehow or other T might reach that land of light,
for here it is cold and hunger and discomfort.”
She now rojoices in an assured hope. Such is our
miesion to bring glad tidings to those who sit in
the valley of the shadow of death.

In the labor of love, your Brother,
Gro. T. Syita.
Akita, Japan, June 12, 1888,

ANNUAL MEETING AT P. E. I

The Annual Moeeting of the Churches of Christ,
on the Island, was held with the Church at Mon-
tague, beginning on the 7th of July. The. prepar-
alions mads by the Church, ind its deservedly
estsemed proacher, Xlder O. B Ewmery, contributed
muoch to the success of tho meoting, which was one
of the largest and most encouraging evor held on
the Island by our brethren. Not only was theéir
Beautiful and substantial church building newly:
painted and provided with a nice aofa, but the in-
viting ontrance was paved with a substantial gravel
walk, the fences whitowashed, and every part of the
grounds and horso sheds clean and tidy. An encr-
getic committee of management, appointod by the

Church, mot those who came by rail at Cardigan
Stativn and conveyed them to the honses of those
vho wero prepared to entortain them. The enter-
tainment was aftor the usual manner of the peoplo
of Brudnell, New Perth, and Mnntague; which is
enough to say for any one who has oxperienced
their kindnoss. For my part I fell into the hands
of Sistors Mollish, Bell, Mrs. Isabella Stowart, and
others, and the only advico Y havo to give my
{frionds who may roceive such lavish kindness is, to
heed the advico of Solomen: Not to ent too much
honey, lesy, etc., otc. The view from the church
grounds i8 dehghtful. The town is in full viow,
extonding on both sides of . the river, built
chiefly on one streot, The river is .indeed:
beautiful, being fringed by the rich green of
tho trees on the rising grounds which enclose it.
Like the Jordan, it has beon consocrated as the
baptismal grave of the vounerablo fathers and
mothers who constituted the Church nearly eighty
yonrs ago, and is still used by their descendants
for the same purpose.

The anuunal sermon was:proached by Elder D.
Cravfoid to o largo and attentive audience. Sub-
joct: ** Christ the Author of ‘eternal salvation, por-
fected through suffering.” The ordinance of the
Lord’s Supper was then attended to, presided- over
by Eldor James E. Barnes, of St. John,N.B., assiat-
ed by the venerabloe- Elder Robert .Dewar, now
oighty-eight years old, and sixty years or more a
momber of the Church. At 3. o'clock a large aud
very intoresting social meeting was held, in which
an unusually large number took part, including
soveral young men who are preparing for the
Christian .ministry,

In the evening the house was filled to heara
sormon by Bro. W. K, Burr, M. A., of Oantario,
who-has been laboring as an evangelist for the last
year or mote in. the Maritime Provinces. After
reading-the-103rd Psalm, he preached from Jude:
‘¢ Contend earnestly for tho faith onco delivered
to the saints.” His sermon.was not only scrip-
tural,.but'was:deliveredin an eloquent and attraci-
ive manner, which made an excellent impression
on the hearers. His closing appual to those.who
ave out of tho.Ark of Safety was well adapted to
move thoso who are halting batweon two bpinions.

On Monday morning at 9 o’clock a social meeting
was held. It.was led by Elder D..Crawford, and"
the timd was -profitably occupied by addresses,
prayers, and singing. Awmong. the.many who took |
part were Elder D. Crawford, Elder Robert.Dewar,
now cighty-eight.years old, Elder James E. Barnes,
of St. John, N. B., Bro. F. Poole, Bro. W, K
Burr, and Bro. O. B Emery. The leading thought
befere the meeting was Christian. union. The
general conclusion of the speakers was, that love
is the only true.bond of Christian union.

Aftor the social meating.tho.Association inet for
business, Bro. O. B. Emory, Modumtor, ia the

1 chair,

The minutes of last meeting-being read and- ap-
proved, Bro. Emery was re-clected Moderator, and.
Robert Stewart, Secrotary.

The reports from the Churches were then receiv-
ed. They showed a steady. if not very rapid ir-
creaso, especially whore the Churches . employ a
regular proacher. Tho lesson- to -be léarned from
these reports:is, that success in Church work is the,
fruit of labor, and that thoie who will-give neither
money nor labor may.expect to baleft, On'motion

:of Elder D. Crawford a resolution was passed re- |!

questig the Churches to raize funds io assist.
youny mon on the Island to obtain an education in-
order to qualify them to preach. Bro..Franklia
Bovyer, Treasurer of the General Mission Comn.
mitteo, was appointed Treasurer of -the' Education-
Fund. Bro. James Dickieson spoko. in favor of
educating young men, and said that our numbers,
might be iccreased two-fold duriag-the. next: year,,
by a faithfal use of the talents -and ‘means ‘within

our roach. The prospoot for tho future is encour-
aging, fivo young men belonging:to the Island are
preparing to preach the gospel. Two from New
Glasgow, two from Mentague, and Bro, Henry
Stowart, from Lot 48, who has attended Kentuoky
Univorsity during the last year,

The Churches in Snmmerside and Tignish have
ongaged Bro. Howard Smith, of Now Glasgow,
who intends to preach and-study at the spmo timo.
1 would suggest that a good library should be pro-
vided by every Church, for the purpose of affording
useful reading for thoso who wish to qualify them-
solves for usefulness in tho Church, Proaching
stations should bs eatablished in as many places ns
possible, and promptly filled by our young school
toachers, who would thus.bo propared to ontec the
regular miuistry.

On Monday avening Bro, Burr preached to a
very large and attontive audionce, His discolirso
was considored to surpass oven that of Lord's day
ovening. An oxcellont impression was made on
the public mind, and the sced sown will no doubt
bring forth fruit,

The preaching was continued till Tuesday, by
Bro. Crawford, when throe wore buriod with.Christ
in baptism, May they walk in newness of lifu, and
go forth to bring othora to enjop the blessings of
the gospel,

Tho next Annusl Meeting will bo held (D. V.)
with tho Ohurch in Summoerside.

RoBERT STRWART.

Montague, P. E, I.

N. B.—I should bave said that Bro. J. F.
Bakor, Bro. Arthur Dickieson, and Sister Fuller-
ton, of Pictou, gave 8! .each to the Education Fuad,
which will bo a nest ogg. Every cause must have
a beginning. ’
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Rligcelluneons,

THE BRITISH EMPIRE AND THE
GREAT REPUBLIC.

Much has beeu said and written of the marvellous
growth aod development of the great republic
beside us. The territorios of the 13 original states
have been added to until a half cortinent is em-
‘braced within the union. ‘The:three millions of
-peoplein:1776 have increased'tn 60 millions in 1888,
Theso two features alone, to say nothing of the
development of commerco, farming and factory
industry, railways, telegraphs; etc.,, show a really
‘wonderful growth and- development. We do- not
withhold our admiration from the penple, of: our
own race and language, who have achieved all this.
! But, seeliig that wo aré British, ahating ‘a8 we
‘do the'glorious history and traditions of the empirs
of which we form' a part, it .is not unimportant
thatiwe should once in a while take stock of the
progross:of our own counfry, Oulya century ago,
twelve years after the declaration of-independence,
the geographles of the time gavo the extent of the
British ompire at 500 ,000 squaro miles, and the
population at 35000000 This may have been
‘lncompletp and inaccurats, but it will setve as a
starting point. Now let us place beside ihis the
figures whieli mark the progress of the empire
since. 'The ﬁgurel of population at the several
datea below are approximately correct:—~-

1788....... cevrenean, Ceveererriaens 85,000,000
1820,.000en.e. N cesenenes. 100,000,000
1841, L vevnnrensne..152,000,000
1861...... veeveenn .................225.000,000
188Ll....ciieviiiiinnnnn, Cesaseisees 305,000,000
1888- (osumated) ..... RN . 330,000,000

From 386 mllhons to 330 millions of .populativn
.in 100 years -is ar nnprocadented advance, The
-same authority gives tho.entire territorial extent
.of the empire to-day at 10,000,000 squaremiles.
:An offinial atatoment of 1881 gave it as 8,757,029,

but there hayebeenlarge acoessionssjnce in Burmah,



