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and eapecially the sisters, have bogun to do their
share of tho work., To-day we seo that grand army
of Christian Endeavourers marching shoulder to
shoulder, and forming a solid phalanx against the at
tacks of tho enemy. But tho little ones! Is there no
work in the Master’s vineyard for them to do? Yes!
Christ Wimself hag said,—“suffor tho little childten
to come unto me,” and Christ nover yot ealled any-
one to Himself and then allowed them to sit with
idle hands, God has a work for their littlo untried
fingors, and who can estimate the harvest which
may bo reaped from the labours of the little
ones?

The Biblo says,—*¢ aud a little child shall lead
them.” We konow not what unseen work for the
Master may bo accomplished by the judicious train.
ing of the childron. Teach the littlo minds to
reason aright, for it is thought that rules the world,
and if wo succeed in guniding the young thoughts
into right channels, we hava accomplished a great
factor in the cause of Christ.

One of the firat places to begin is in the Sunday-
school. ““Why"? You ask. Because it is the
fountainhead from which all the other forms of
work must flow, Tho little ones must bo tanght
to luve the Sunday-school, and this largely depends
(with the vory little ones at least) not on homo
training, but on the teacher. And can thoso little
ones be taught to love the Sundey-schoul 1 Where
can you find a fairy-tale fraaght with more of iu-
terest to the childish minds than the steries told in
the Bible? They will listen to you with wrapt atten-
tion while you tell of mavy of the Old Testament
characters. Then tell them of the little Baby, born
in far-away Bethleem, of that Baby aslio grew to
boyheod, and from boyhood into manhood. How
their cager, earnest, littlo eyes will gaze into yours
as you relato this ever-new story! What queations
they will ask! Ah, yes, tho children can bo it ter-
ested in Christ's work! ‘Thon the older girls and
boya; those who are just ripening into girlhood and
boyhood. Hecro is a grand soil for the carnest
workor! These girls and boys are leaving behiud
them their childish ways,—they begin to feel a
strange new responsibility as if life wero not all
play, (as indeed it is not). Let them sce that we
need their help; that we want them to work, not
for us, but with us, and for Christ, and we will find
smiling faces and ready handsin auswer to the
call.

T have not yet touched upon any special branch
of work. There are many ways in which to direct
the minds of the cluldren and in which they may
be intensely intereated, but I will toneh upon but
one or two, and thoso, I may say, which lie nearest
my heart,

The children should be intercsted in the tem-
paranco cauge. Our future nation is to be swayed
by the minds of thuse who are to.day little more
than babes in arms; and if the girls and boys of
to-day are to be the women and nicn of a fow years
hence, what great and imperative need to instil the
principles of pure and upright living into these
fresh young minds under our guidance. True, 1f
the work of the Lord wero done as it should be
done, wo would kave no place, no need for temper-
ance socicties in our midst. But tho lamentable
fact remains that 1t is not done as it should be, and
while the day is hastening, [ pray, in which every
child of the King will stand together on the Rock
of Ages, with the Bible and the Bible only, as their
guide heavenward, and shall clasp hands in the

. work of enlarging tha kingdom, still it behooves us

to seize every opportunity at hand to further that
cause; henco [ say, weo must interest the children
in the temperance cawso. And it i3 not a diflicalt
matter to do this? Our city children at least, know
only too woll the signs of drunkenness, and the little
ones will turn with disgust or fly with terror from
tho reeling form, who vith bleared oves and foul
tongue is a blot upon our Christian civilization,

A littlo intelligent, wolldirected talk with the
childron is all that is neoded to organize a brave
littlo band of temperance advocates. In our own
two Sunday-schools in St. John, we have found
that blackboard temperance lessons are enjoyed
keonly by tho children, and I think, by the older
onesas well.  The chairmar of our S. S. committee
provided with a movable blackboard and colored
chalks, at the close of the Sunday-school lesson,
tella a tomporance story and illustrates by drawing
on the board as shs talks; and there is nothing
which the childish micd will 80 readily rotain as a
story which they can see as woll as hear. Theso
lesaons aro given at loast once a quarter and some-
times oftener,

Next I wish to epeak of missionary work for the
little ones; and here lot me say, that whilo I pray
that the causo of Christ may bo abundantly fruitful
here in our own provinces, still [ havea deep inter-
est in the work being carried on in tho foreign field
as well; and I would like to sco the children inter-
csted in that work too.

Bat how ean you interest children in lands and
people of whom thoy know nothing, you say? Ah!
thero is tho point! lot them find out about them;
tell them of those things yourself, and if you do
not know about them study together, and believe
me, you will be surprised to find how much uearer
those people have come to you, how much moro
real and tangible is the life of darkness they are
leading.

We have formed a band to work for the nid «f
onr issionary, Miss Rioch. Weo meot onco a
month and open by singing and each momber re-
peating a verse of Seripture containing some word
proviously choson by tho band. A subject is also
proviously agreed upon, and as our work is for
Japan, we have been choosing such subjects as
these:—*“Children of Japan,” ** Schools of Japan,”
*City of Tokyo,” ete.  One littlo girl belonging to
our band has been to China and Japan, aud has
a number of views and pictures of scenery and
native life, as well as many of the household articles
used by the Japanese. Theso she has brought, and
a happy hour soon slips away in talking over, and
handling these things. While every band may not
be 20 fortunate as to possess such a member, and
therefore cannot easily procure theso things, still
it is comparatively easy to get good descriptions and
sometimes pictures which nevor fail in interest to
tho childron,

1 have said nothing so far ahout money—Well,
we agreed to lay by two cents & week; this is paid
monthly to our Secretary-Treasurer, DBut money
is not the prime object; it i3 the missionary spirit
which we waunt to foster and. educite, Get the
child thoroughly in earnest over the wmeotings;
nourish that intorest as ho grows older; and the
mouney will come afterwards without tho asking,

Before I close I must say one word to our sisters.
Vo live in a Christian land where our sex has ovory
privilege, every advaniage which Christianity can
give. We have a Goud-given work before us, a
work which we and we alone can do.  Let us not
sit with idlo hands while others gather the shoaves,
Every soul which we win for Christ will make
another jewel to shine in that crown which He will
one day place on our brows, While we enj.y the
swoet blessings of our Linrd and Redoemer, dare
wo stand aside und say,~-*‘It is nut my place, women
should keep silent in the churchl® No, my sistors
wo dare not do it; we canuot do it; for Christ has
sawd,—**With what measure ye moto, it shall be
measnted to you again,” and as we expect to hear
tho *‘Well-done!" at the last day, so must we work
to deservo that reward,

We cannot afford tamely to sit by whilst thoro are
thousands, aye willions, dying around us who have
not heard thoe sweet slury of a crueitied Saviour,
ond if at tho last day, when we gathor round thiat
great ‘¢ white throne,” we see sone who can turn

to us and say,—** you know of this great salvation
go freely offered to all, and yot you never told us,”
—what can wo say in extenuation, my sister?
When Christ shall ask the questions,—

T geve my lifo for thee,

““What hast thou given for mel

“T suffered much for theo,

¢“What hast thou borno for me}

I bring rich gifts to thee,

““What hast thou brought for me!

Shall we dare to say,—**Lord, [ have hid thy
talent in the carth; lo! there Thou hast that is
Thinel”

Oh! may we go live aud work, that our joyful
words to Christ may be,—

““That each departirg day

Henceforth may see,

Some work of love begun,

Some deed of kindness done,

Some wanderer sought and won,
Something for Thee:”

GU FORWARD!

Read at tho Womens' Missionary Meeting, Cornwallis Dec-
omber 24th, by Clars Wood.

Before we commmence any thing we should first
decido whother it is right or wrong, and if right wo
should persevere and go forward.

If this be true in relation to other things, it is
also truo in reference to Mission work.

When we have begun any work relating to Mis-
sions, we must persevere in it if we would succeed.
Wo should not falter; for even though the outlook
may be gloumy, and we do not seom to be accom-
plishing much good, and though it seems hardly
worth whilo to continue, yet wo shonld go forward,
for we may be near to victory. Our rownrd is
certain if we perseve-e, and let us not be weary in
well-doing, for in due season we shall reap if we
faint not.

““I'he path of conquest before you lies,
Bo faithful, and true, and brave,
For “ tho Lor's vecnsions” lightly passed
_Return to Him who gave,
Uh ! remember tho soureo of all your strength,
On the henven-ssnt manna teed
And follow the pillar of fire and cioud,
Let tho Lord Jehovah lead.

The world is making greater progress overy year.
Mon sre making new discoverics in science, and
secking to advauce art and educalion; and whilo
people are devoting theirv time and stronzth, and
moans to these things, Ohristians should not be
idle, but seek to advarce their Master’s kingdom,
and be always ready to hoed their Leader’s com-
mand to go forward, Thoro may be difficulties in
the way, but we must conquer these, and each timo
we gain a victory we aro strengthened and encour-
aged to make greater effurts,

It is cstimated that nearly 80,000,000 heathen
are dying every year. Is not the thonght of that
enough to make us stiive to do all wa can to sond
the gospel to hoathen lands? Remember that this
year will bo tho last opportunity to preach the
Word of God to 30,000,900 peoplo.

We should go forward in our work now, and not
trust to tho future, for in the meantime millions are
dying without nearing tho gospel. God's command
i3, “Go work to day in my vinoyard.” Wae shonld
work before the night comes, for then it will be too
late. You aro called to work, Your Master neods
your gervices, Go forward and aid in conquering
the world for Christ. If we should pause in our
work or give it up, it might iavolve a toreible res-
pousibility; for God has said,ithat no one who put-
teth his hand to the plough, and looking btack, is
tit for the kingdom of God. May we so work that
it may be ours to hear the King in His glory say,
¢ Well done,”

Wo aro now near the commencement of a New
Year. Lot us endeavor to go furthor forward this

coming year than ever bofore. Though the work
may bo great, and though there may be many ob-
stacles in the way, God will ba with us, for ho has
satd ** Lo, Iam with you alway, even tojthe.end of
tho world.”




