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THE Lei IV 0F LIJ3EL.

Marty long*suflèrlng newspaper nien
wiIl bo glad ta know tiant lon. MNr. Ilar-
court lias ait prescrit liciore tho Ontario
Legisiaturo a bill respeccung the law ut
liI>el, which lai represented as calculatcd to
protect UOw8aiperi fromt the pergotiil
spleen of apponents, and aise front irre-
spjiisi>le parties who watnt to levy black-
mîail. 1v alsaallows newspapors t joi as
parties ta the defonce persans whIo suîîply
tient 'vith the Informiation coînplaitied ot.

The leader of tlue Opposition, INr. Mere-
dith, supported te Bill, at the saille tllac
dcprecat:îîg what lie ternied gut icrsnipe
journalis-'n. As far as 'vo und<1rstandl( it,
wve are in favor af sucla a nsure as Uie
one prapased. the law of libel in the (lif-
ftereîit provinces of the Daoninian beiîig
unniecessarily liard on the jaurnalist wîo,
in aintost naine cases aut ai ten wvlien lie
offenud.s against the law [s vicUiized by
saune ane into wlîose stateunents uriiortu-
nately for hiilieh lias flot heen able to
niako full inquiries. The law in thecase of
libel niay alinost be said ta prequppose tlic
jouruialist taoeguilty'tili lis lias provcn
liuiselî tailo innocent. We wvish, to ace
tlîe press made as free as passi' e ; 'vo do
flot ask far lîcense ; but, as it iq tuier thle
prescrit system, ir is passible for people ta
luurry an editor, iaita the courts for tîte
iiiere purpose af clasing Isis nionil, wlileh
i4 iliast îrectusîl>' danc b>' tie leavy MuIN.
af costs that It is passible to pile up in
ramîuectiami witl& preliminar>' proceedingq.

SE:ILIÀNG .1:1TTERS.

An Iunperial ardoer renewing tlîe aigree-
talenit witli Ilussia for a neutral zone
round the Comîmander Igiandï lias beon
gazetted. lion. C. Il. Tupper lias an-
naunc Ad that tie daniages duo ta Can-
adiami sealera for unwarrantcd siue
woauld bo flxed as saon as tLe meanaisai
assessinR tlie damnages were provided.
1lec aiseasaid that thougli lie hll secu in
tie press that the Blritish Columbia
seaIors lntended hoalding a meeting ta
pratest against the conditians af the
aivard, hoe dld not believe tliat such a
iccîing had been lmld. ,As a nîatUr ai

mect tlîe largest sealing fleet known an
tîjo British coast liad goine ta sea tlais
soason. The lient was tie saine as last
year, and this was the largest In the
Isiqtaryo aitualin seal fi:sluing. Xaster
"Cli.arlie" Tupper is atrille -too freali" at
Linies. Saine of bis statenionts are flot
warranted b>' the (acta The pasbibility
Umat it bliauld have been said baDth
iii hei Iniperial parliament and at Ottawa
tlînt na clai had been made an belialf
af BIritish Columbhia sealers for danmages
donc thin in the last tlirc or four years
shows, taa, that lie and lais dopartannt
hlave been wvllfully neglectful ai tlîcir
dut>', or ]lave by "ina-dvertcnce" pigeon-
lualed tilt rcpreentations that ]lave tinte
amid again been miade to tient on thiii
.sulîject. It thauld bc a pasitive condition
af Canada7s bemag bound b>' au>' engage.
talents entered Into bcvwcen Grecat Britain
and Itussia and Great Britain and the
United States, that a settlenient af te
scalert' clairuîs bc first considercd anad
ndjusted. If this be flot tlt case, ai
'vhat use la It -ta ho British sulijects

Tintie and agalu for tie ancore sake ni
Iuuiperitil polie>' have %vo beema Feriouslyv
disadvantutged, and whiat have tve re.
ceived but neglect and rebu ff ?

OPPOSITION TRADE POLICY.

Graduai frc trade ficelits toe tce polie>'
imita wlicl the Liberal party have at st
subslded. If wii ut one tinie frce trade
pure and adultcrated, wliose pi-aises tlîoy
%werc accur.touiid to sing. ilion caille, on
the part af wliat tvas thon knaovn as tlie
P>arti National of Qiîbec, certaina demiands
for itodilled protection ta local Industries;
but thfs did not mîeet with the vicws ai
Sir Richard Cartriglit, wlîa persisted la a
tariff for reventue anl>', tvjLl a leaning La.
%varde frc triade an thae l3riti-ili jug-
handled principle ai giving everythisig ta
alliers amad îecurimug no cquivalcnt conces-
sion in return. It tvas a case ai ail give.
Tien, as au offtet ta the National Polie>',
all the> werc disposod ta aiThi- was unre-
stricted reciprocit>', and, this failiîîg, 'Mr.
Laurier lias recentl>' conte out wvitl a
declaration iliat tîme policof ailis part>'
%vlien iL gets inua power will heo ame af
uraduaI free triade. Sa fur, so good; but
tîme publie inay i-est as'.ured tliat iL wtvtl bc
thie saine aId jug witlu ouily ane liandle,
and that ta bic usod b>' outicltrs ta tic
detrimiiemt ai aur awn imdustrial aaad oatler
.iite este. llawevcr, tic Liborals, lia
inatter wvlat îlîeir talli, <lo muot selna ta
tlîink tîmat, liowever iL-na>' ho susceptible
afiimiodit,-ation li dotail, the prineiples ai
LIme tarif>' will 1>0 clîangcd foryezîtrata conte.

EDITORIL COMMEN.T.

Tii n Bounclar>' Canimiss;ioncrs batht of
Cana.la and tIme United Statcs are on tIme
wa>y ta the scelle ai ilîcir lalior-4, anîd, as,
past experience lias shîowm-will li- ita-
teriall>' aldcd b>' te use ai phiavanopo-
graphy>.

IT is ta ho notcd, and wc do sa witlu
great îalcaqure, Llîat the debouatures oi
the cit>' ai Vancouver ]lave rcontly been
marketed at tluegcod price of(10256, %vlci
speaks -tvoll for thue estimîttion in wvlich
tlte paper ai thte Ternainal Cit>' la rcgarded
b>' financiers.

TBiE tests af tho Marine Ra2ilway which
lias heen inauguratcd at Esquintit ]lavc
been highly satisiactar>' and tîmose cati-
necied wivli iL express confidence that it
will ho thte mnetans ai muateriall>' rcducing
thie <Icînys and e-xpendituros incidental ta
treatwe:nc at Uhc graviiîg dock. T%ça re-
presentative vesselb have already beon
liandled, the worlk liaviniz been ac.can*
plislîcd satisfactorily and expeditious>'.

TuE e lhîrinig Sca Bill lias passcd the
United States Congrea and lias received
the Prcsidezit's *anction, while its Britishi
counaterpart ln almost ln as iorward a
condition. StilI, liaiever, lb i3 ta ho
hoped, tere- will have been sucla cor
ditians ta iLs passage arranged as shati
prevent the pos-sibilit>' aiofficiai outrages
heing perpetratcd ripou sealcrm, as nian>'
peop*e herc knaw to ilîcir sorrow wec
the experiences af Uic plat.

AT a mneetinîg rccentlv lield lii Toronto,
stops wvere takeu by a uiber ai gentle.
moen luterested in mluîiug, tawards the
foru;untioiî ni a Domiinion aasociat ion ta
caver tlîe différent branacheï; of th&e ln-
dustry. lii Quebec amîd Nova Seatia thero
lii consideraulo talk about fcdcrating and
thîcre li, lîttie doubt tlîat. Uie ioveuient
%vil] ho ia succegsil amie. Thioso wlîo tire
eoneerned ln the business lit tlis Prov-
inîce %voulcl aia doulit bic advafttaged by
tîte leparture.

Taii- Victoria City' Ilealth Oieers dld
well, ami the arrivai lîcre ai the steamer
Mogul ta, ais lb %vere, Ignare ilie cortilîcate
ai goad licaila given by tlie quarantine ai-
ficer anid subjeet lier Asiatie p.assengersto
a course of batlîs and disinfection uit the
suspJect stationi. WVe cannat do toa inuch
La provide against 'stiiall.pax and atlier
Oriental diseasos 'viLl waicli tvc are net
umairequenti' turauglît into contact by the
arrivai af vessels frot counitries wliere
Llîey aliaost always prevail ta a greater or
less cxteiit.

WF aobserve tliaL thc Mutual Reserve
Fund Lufe Association ai New York, is
agaii ia the courts, the Iniperial Ilank
lîaviuîg eured frontî the court at Toronto
an order for tie exanitination af President
Harper and utiters of its officers. The
bank lolds a polie>' af S1,000 on the life
o ah ln Blaîck, ai Ferguq, who died in
Liverpool iii August. M82, Tite conîpanay
say lic cainiiiitted suicide and refuse ta
pay. Tite bik la boulaid ta inake the
Muttual ]Lescrve cas§h up, if tliore lie any
possibîlity o ai onpelling dis wvould.be
recalcitrant ta carry out ils obligations.

I*r is wortlîy o! natc tint, the establisît-
talent or thue Ctatiadian Alistrah)i.n ite.am-
slîip lino lias proved ta ]lauve becn bene-
ficial alithaugli it i% flot ye.? a ycar ince it
%va% ismaugurated. lit 1892, tlue exports
front Canada ta New Sondai Wales-prin-
cipal>' uuidrcssed luntier -amoun ted t:)
£10,6557. .lluy reacelied durlng 1893. £W3,-
706. while the iniports front New South
Wales ta iDanadn, which In 1892 ta-
talled £37.j were lia 1893., S,7.And
these are the figures from oruly one af the.
colonies. Iloi rnucî thec expansion o!
trade wivlî Uic aller palitical divisions ai
the Australiaii conitincnt and witli all the
Islands ai tte .seas tvill amaount to. it ils
impîossible ta say ; but the>' wili fia doubt
prove ta have been considerable.

Mni. olafc~.~,a the well knawn
flrackînan & Ker Milliusc Ca., wlîo lias
rccntly returned from Hionolulu, lias
iarnted the falea tliuit before long te
11ltwaiin Islands ivil bc large consumera
ai Blritishi Columbia produci.s, while
sugar, coffée and sisal grawing are btoau-
ing lipriant branchez ai Industrial
developnucît.t There is no rope or twine,
that wc are aware ai, miade in thus Prov-
Ince, and, dIid wc obtain sisal front Ilawall,
an industr>' ai large proportions might be
establ ishied anion g las. In thiscanmiectian,
we observe-thougli we are not lu the
vicinit>' ai the great *Çanadian whcat
ficîds-tmat the N\orth Wescerrn Caordage
Comîpany', ai St. Fatal, 'Mlnn., proposes, if
suflicient Inducenients are afrered, ta start
ait Winnîipeg a hindlng twine and rope
factai-v 'witli $.1000 caàlital and a capacity
af 12,000 patuds ai bin ing twlue per day>'


