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TRUTH.

to bo romedied? That is a queation moro
casily nsked than answorod. In any caso
lot thoso who really and  honestly do tho
public good work got credit at any rato
for thoir work, and let Municipal oflico bo
regarded by tho rospectablo as one of such
honor as to be covoted, not of such
a acaly charactor as to be shunned.

Is Christianity decaying so much as iy
said? Xf thostatements of somse aro to be
balloved it never was in such a tight box
sinco ovor it had any existenco, Evidonco
in support of such assertions, howovor, is
not forthcoming. How anybody who
knows anything of the histary of the past
can make such assertions is past all
thought. Thero is much wickednoss
abounding evorywharo, but surely it is
not to bo contended that things are near-
iy as bad as they wero a hundred or fifty
yoarsago. The Englaud or the Scotland
or the Franco ovon of to-day as well as
the Canada isfar better in overy way
than what was tho case at any former por-
iod. This continued cry out about the
formor times being better than theseisa

poor, played out fud.

Thero aro fow scoundrols who better
deservo a long rope and a shoxt sentonce
than those who under false pretencas get
money fromclerks, governessos and work-
ing men on condition of securing them
situations. We have a few of such fel-
lows turning up occasionally in Canada.
Woell if they got such sentences as
some of their fellow-operators receive in
tho old country, whero one was sent to
cool his heels in ponal servitudo and an-
other got nino months of hard labor.
Served tho scamps right even if thera had
been moro of it. It is to be hoped the
good example will be followed in Canada
in any case.

The public house is the poor man’s
club. Ho gocs there for company and
sociability as much as anything clse, at
least in a great number of cases. If
coffee houses wero provided half as plen-
tifully as public houses, and were mado
half as comfortablo and home-like, the
drinking would be wonderfully decreased,
Thero is no use in thinking to put down
tho one evil without providing tho corres-
ponding good. Now this other is 20t pro-
vided, not oven in the fiw coffeo houses
that aro actually in existence. They aro
simply eating houses, not places where
friends can meet, exchange the nowsand
hava a friendly chat. When the two
coffco houses thatare in operation in this
city wero started this was put prominent-
1y forward as tho idcal to bo aimed at.
But it has not been. They aro moro cat-
ing housos, and shabby ones at that, if
not always bocoming shabbicr and less
attractively conducted.

Quito a talk has latoly beon got up
over the way in which atrangers are wel-
comed to our churches, especially if thoy
havo not the gold ring and tho gay cloth-
ing. Thera isin too manycasos a good deal
of truth in what is said, but surcly the
ovil is cxaggerated. Wo know somo
churches whore thoro is o regular diot of
hand-shaking at tho docr. All and sun-
dries, young and old, have to pass
through the ordeal every Sunday morn-
ing, whother ctrangers ornot. Is this

not carrying tho thing too far, and does
it not tend to formality ns cold as it is
offensive 7 A Rusaian lady oncoe said
that sho would sooner be beaten than
kissed for mere form’s mko, and wo do
beliove a good many would gey tho samo
of hand-shaking at church doors. What
do pooplo go to church for, anyway 1 Is
it to havo a regular fuss made over thom,
or to worship God? or to say, God be
merciful to me a sinner. or what?

So tho standard bearer of the Grita in
Lonnox has fallen, it will of course bo
aaid by tho indiscreet zeal of his friendr.
Indiscroot, indeed | Bat surely a great
deal that is said in oxtonuation of such
practices is puro undiluted bosh. It
sccms that Lennox is a great place for
trading in cals,especially at election times,
Its morals at any rate are evidently going
to tho dogs. It iseimply o shamo and a
scandal that such things should be, and
that both parties should go on so much
in tho same way. The party that would
be willing to lose every elector rather
than bribo to the cxtent of a quarter,
would continually come out best, all the
outcry to the contrary, notwithstanding.

Wo havo received a long letter from
British Columbia, protesting against some
viows oxpressed in Trury in reference to
Chineso in that or any other quarter.
‘Lhe reasoning cf our correapondent does
not convinco us, though we are quite will-
ing to say as we have done alraady, that
all Chinese who do not come deliberately
of their own accord, and at their own
cost, but are brought out under contract
by the companies as so, far slaves ought
not to bo allowed to land, any more than
negroes on slavo ships ought, But if
Canada is a froe country then any man of
overy raco under hoaven who is without
crimo or contsgiouadiseasesand is neither
a lunatic nor a pauper, but can pay and
work bis own way, ought to be allowed
to come and go as_he pleascs, so long as
ho oboys our laws. As to amalgamating,
what docs our correspondent mean 7 In
a man who goes to a country obliged to
marry and tako up the habits of the coun-
try? If ho choose to remain & bachelor,
andlive meanly, why not? Many do.
They are many Irish, Scotch and English,
to say nothing of Germans, Italians, and
what not, who aro very undesirable ac-
cesories to our population. But what is
to bo done? They are dirty, vicious, and
drunken. Yet if thoy commit no crimo,
and jog along in a miserable, half-starved
fashion, what are you to do? There is
not & Chinaman, for instanco in Toronto,
but what charges as much for laundry
work as any white man or woman does.
Thoy aro nover ghefore the polico court,
somo of them aro cortainly making money
1f thoy chooso, whon they have made
“‘their pile " to go back to China, why
not? Many whito people have the idea
of going back to Scotland and England
aye,and oveon Iroland, when they are able
to roturn. Thoy aro merely encamped
hero in ordor to make monoy. This isno
doubt to bo regretted, but it ia to be sup-.
poscd thoy gave good valuo for all the
monoy they have made. It 1s theirs, and
in that caso saroly thoy can do what thoy
liko with theic own, It would bo fun if

vory young fellow when asked whon ho

Comes (say) to Toronto ; “Woll, whataro

you after? Aro you going to settle down
horo and marry ono of Toronto's daugh.
ters? Do you mean to make this your
pormanent homo 1 If go, it is all right.
If not, the soonor you mako tracks from
this the bottor. Wo sufler no such wan.
dorors horo ! That would not do, would
it?! Why! Such refuse to amalgamate.

Some people say that in this ago men
havo losb tho power of convorsation. In.
stead c¢ithat wo think they have come
into its truo possession. What conversa-
tion could thore bowiththoseintorminable
talkera of othor days? What man of any
spirit or solf-reapect could get along with
a maundering monopolist of talk, like
Coleridgoor a brusque,ovar-besaring wind-
bag liko Dlacaulay ? Such times are to a
great oxtent passed and oh what a mercy
it is that thoy are | Carlyle too, with his
insolent, overlasting talky talk. Why did
people stand it 7 No doubt it was very
good, but God pity the poor mortals that
listened, say wo, even though Thomas
was a fifty times biggor man than he was
Lot even the greatest Conversationallat
(savo the mark) when he or she has har-
angued for about an hour make a visible
pauso to sceif any of the reat of tho
company has any romark to interjoct.
Even yet thero aro faarful apocimens still
extant of what must bo regarded as a sur-
passing nuisance and a snaro,

If a dotermination of words to the
mouth be, in somo respects as threaten.
ing a symptom as determination of blood
to the head, whatshall ahall bo said of
determination of letters and appeals to
the public? Simply thatit is awful. We
know one or two men—and we know
them to our sorrow—whoare everlasting-
ly writing lotters to nowspapers on all
imaginablo subjects in order apparently
to keep their names boforo tho public,
They manage to make themselves infinite
bores by the process. They have such
an air of wisdom about them in all that
they say, a sort of resigned feoling ot
evident superiority with a style as dull
as dullness, and suggestions as atupid
and commonplaco s can be imagined.
They have always somo proposal to make
and aro pleased as Panch with the idea
that thoy aro leading everybody and
guiding ‘overything. Oh, dear! Oh, dear,
If thoy would only be content with the
“little place” for which thoy are fit what
a morey it would be ! And if friends
would only keep pon, ink and paper from
thom | Well! well ! \What is it this woek?
A plan for disposing of tho sowage of
great cities? Ocr init tho fodoration of tho
Universe 7 or whatl Ob to think of it!
Oh to speak of it !  Givo us all a reat for
a week say——

Cholera is making great hoadway in
France. Itisin Paris and is daily be-
coming moro widoly spread. Inall like-
lihoods it will bo on this continent bofora
the winter is over. The evident duty in
viow of such a possibility is for ovory ono
to cloan up, cultivate great moderation
in cating and drinking, &e., and not to
allow anything liko panic or fear oven
though tho danger do come. Curious
that whilo all profess to believe in the
God of tho Biblo az a wise, gonerous,
loving Fathor, for anyone to rocommend
trust in combinoed withprayor to Him asa
duo complement of all judicious caro and

all sanitary efiurt, is gonerally voted fand
tical or ancored at as absurd. 1t .s o
greatdealmwre than curiwue, Toisomuoys
for it shows that many whe hase pienty
Christiauity un theie lips, have hitue o
nono of it, olthor in their hearts ot ther
lives,

1t is a pity that tho “Bible in Schoale
should have been a stalking hurso fic
political partizans to use for theiv own
purposes. It is quietly takon for pranted
that thoso who aro not willing that Bible
reading in schools should bo in every
caso onforced by legal enactment, are
against roligion of all kinds, aro bad peo
plo, incurably bad, whon, as a mitter,
of fact, it is notorious that thoy are noth.
ing of the kind. But it 1s cxpected that
in this way some grain will bs brousht to
somo political grist mill, ‘That dowat
will perhap. bo embarrassed, and so on,
Now is thisnico? Isit fair! Is it hen-
eat!

Britain s Greatness.

Somo of tho papers of the Unitud
States speak out frankly and fairly in
praise of Britaln's greatnots and in suport
of the fiscal aystcin which has halped oo
materially to bring this greatucss round.
For instance, tho Chicago Irrald in n
lato issuo says :

Let us not delude oursclves with fictiti-
ous groatness. Thero is another country
at whoso greatnora wo may well pauce for
contemplation. Itsaroa exceeds uight aud
abalf million square milca. "Tho basis of its
power is not land but water. Ita great-
nessiamaritimo,andits coast lincistwents-
cight thousand five hundred miles len',
1t lics on both sides of tho equator, and
its boundaries touch tho cxtrumes of hea!
and cold. It uncultivated area, whih
can be made to foed uuborn milih -

without the help of tho United
States, covers millions of synire
miles. It contains ono  huudeed

thousand square miles of foreat, which
aro betng jealously preservod whilo vaca
are being ruthlesaly sacriticed, Its popu-
lation amounts to 315,000,000 rouis, n-
cludiug pretty noarly all tho razes huown
to man. Its rovenue fer governmon:
amounts to more than a thousand miilion
dollars annually, only one-fourth of which
islevied in dircct taxation. It has nearly
a million mea under arms. It ha« one
policoman for overy sixteon square

miles of its entire area. Its 214
war vossols ara all in commission,
not rotting in harbors, ltg mer.

chant navy consists of 80,060 ships,
manned by 270,000 sail vs. Itsrea-going
tonnage amounts to cight and & *alf mil-
lions. It surpasses in ateamors all other
powers on tho globo, and nearly cqun’s
their combined total in sailiny vessels.
Forty-nine por cont of the cimying pow-
or of the world is undor its flag.  Nuarly
half the ¢ntire yearly cargo of the world
is under that flag.  Moro than half the
ship carnings from freight and passengors
bolong toit. Two-thirds of the tunnaye
annually built bolongs to it. The banks of
that ompire transact one-third tho busi.
noss of the entiroworld. Its manufactures
compriso ono-third these of all Kurepe, 1t
uses 30 por cont of tho horso power
of tho world. Its cnormous dobt,
which it uses as tho most profitable
invostmont of its own earnings, amounts
to only nmino por cent of 1:3 wealth, 1t
tho wcalthiost stato in the wurld, andits
woalth has been made by its exports 104
namois Great Britain, and it abandimed
after a full and fair trinl, tho cconomic
policy to which tho United States fatu-
ously clings. It asonds its ships to overy
climo ; it offored itswares in every port ;
it asked no tax on articles offercd in ox-
change, and tho cargoes its ships carried
back to their wharves enrichied it asmuch
as thoso they had borno away,
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