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IBut do you give your children sucli right of %way througm ail >'our

places ?" I asked, mny interest in tie sheil stitch gone.
IlNot quite ail," she answcered, laughing, IlI have a few littie nooks

that are sacredly nîy awn, but only a few. Frank uses the rigbit word
whcn lie says wc arc 'partncers,' and I don't know wlîen lie lias enjoyed

anîm ng s uch as being allowcd ta keep) that new fishing-hook in Ii )1
of landkerchiefs ;" and the mother iauighcd afresh at the add hiding.pice
the boy liad inventcd.

But I %vas i)urdencd with a consciousness that I shouid have snubbed
nmy young man upon any such unreasonabie proposai, and I presscd the
discussion.

IlHow can >*ou kcep any order, or teach any order," I nsked ratier
petuientiy, " if -you do flot insist on things being kep)t iii their righit places?"

I do try ta cbeck the troubicsonme propensity ta Icave things lying
around," answered nîy companian ; "lbut oh, Elsie, don't you remeniber
from your own childliood how much nicer and marc secure aur mothers'
places seemed for aur treasuires ? That new fishing-hook is of the saine
value ta Frank that your diamond ring is ta you :mare, indecd, for it
gives hirn more iiveiy pleasure, 1 amn sure, and no place of his own semed
good cnough for it. It %vas a very smali sacrifice on rny part ta allov himi
ta tumble clean bandkerchiefs, but tue gratitude it bas awakened in that
preciaus littie lieart bias bubbled up and over in many a kiss and caress
that was infinitely swect ta nme.

IlHe got that word ' partners' fromn a story tiîat they are fond af hear-
ing me tell, of a bit af rny own childhood's experience. 1 had sane bad
tricks, as a chiid, that werc hard ta correct, and anc ivas pla'ing in the
fire. Living in the country, big wood-fircs blazed on aur hieartlîs ;aIl %vn
ter, and seemed an irresistible temptation ta me. 0f course 1 ivas pun.
ishied tume and again, but nathing ever seerned ta cure me, until ane day
nîy mother found me with long pieces ai twisted papier, trying ta sec how
near the fiame 1 could hold them withaut their ligbting. Instead of the
punisbrnent I expected, my mothersat doiwn heside nie aoi the floar, and
played in the fire with me for haif an hour. By that time rny craving was
satisfied, and the rnarbid fascination that the forbiddcn pleasure bad cx-
ercised over me iras gane. 'Now, Nellie,' said rny mother, as she brushied
up the litter, 'we are partners in this gaine, and it will be very unfair if yau
ever try ta play it without nie.' I neyer did, and the idea ai being part-
ners with mother held me wit!i a strang grasp ail rny lfe ; it brought mc ta
ber side with many a question ai this or tbat, wbich I arn persuaded niast
young people setule for tbemselvcs, and often seulie the wrong wvay."

1 began ta féed sonry for sny î,oor littie well-managed cbildren, wbo bad
neyer knoiwn the sweetness af playing Ilpartners" IlNith niamnia ; but th cy
wcre young enaugh, tbank Gad, ta begin yet, and I trusted I ivas nat too
aid ta learn.

IlAren't you afraid ta trust Frank ta go ta the nîiii-strcamn ?" I askec,
kissing ni> fricnd gaod-bye.; Ilit's borridly dccp above tbe dam."

IlHe neyer gocs above the dam," sbe replied with praud cantent;
that's part of the partnersbip l"I-li.-abeth P. Allen, in 111. Chriàtia* .dvo.
cate.

THE BARN MEETING; OR, WHAT PRO VERB
WILL SAID.

Doîvn in the- sbires a- farmer lent bis barn for a teetatai meeting
and an aged' man known as Proverb Wiii ivas the chici speaker.
He was a Wise aid man, and cailed Provcrb Wili, because ai his
wonderiui gift of mixing proverbs in bis daiiy talk. The barn-floor
was covcrcd with iorrns from the Natianal Schaolraorn and the
Primitive Methodist chapel, and Pravcrb XVilI quietly staod up on
one of thc benches, aîîd thus began bis homeiy speech:

Friends and neighbars, said he, in a manly voice, "One man
may lead a horse ta ivater, but fift> can't make bim drink," and
1 may taik ta you about signing teetotai, but 1 cannat make you
do it. Yau rnust ail settie that for yaurselves. IlIf it ivere flot
for hope, the heart îvould break," and I have trudged biere five
mriles, ta get you ta join aur good cause, and 1 did flot faint by the
wva>, for IlCaro wvill kilI a cat," and sa I kcpt tmp rny lîcart, and 1
feef yau wiii treat me kindl>'. I bave been teetotai man>' a ycar
naow. A man came ta, aur village anc winter and bcid a meeting
like this, and ffy wiie and I went ta, lcar hirn. I had, hike mast
young chaps, bcen drinking a bit, and iost 'rny mane>' and rny
tcrnper, and.my wvifc was flot happy about it, 1 can tell you. Weil,

the man that hcld the meeting talkcd ver>' good scnsc, and s0 1
iistcnced to hirn, and at last lhe said, IlBe a good husband, and you'll
get a penny to spcnd, a penny ta lcnd, and a penny for a frictnd."
That stuck ta me, a,îd I told rny wifo that i îvouid sign if silo
would, and shie iaoked at me as briglit as a star, and %%,ent UI) to thc
table and signcd righit off. So I foilowed lier lead, and wve w~ent
home, and emptied th bcer-jar into the pond, and hutng tmp the jar
outside the cottage, and thcre it is nowv undcr the crcepers on the
south wali. IlA good beginning makes a good enditig," andi thoughý
the ending liasn't quite caine yct, tvedon't fcar; it ivili begood when
it does came. IlYoung men rnay die, aid men mnust," and wce don't
forge that flowvers fade, and life is cut off, but after wve signed the I

pledge we found the Bible swcet, and wc hope to have a calm suinset,
and a lift across the river to the fair land bcyond.

Weil, friends, "tirne tries ail," and tirne lias tricd me. Since 1
gave up beer I've done vith smoking and swearing, and I've bouglit
books, and bacon, and my little cattage, and 1 fear na ili iii aid age. t
Beer is neyer any biessing ta you. It is wvaste, it is always ivaste.
If yau spend twvapence a day on aie you give away mare thian three
pounds a year, and as the aid saying is-

"He that buys land buys many stanes,
He that buys flesb buys rnany bones,
He that buys eggs buys rnany sheils, t
lie that buys aie buys nathing cisc."

Aie daes yau no gaod-nevcr ail the year round. It does nat
clathe you, nor feed yau, nor buy a gown for your ivife, nor shocs
for your children, nar pay for yaur pig, rior lep yau out of the
doctor's hands. Sa I neyer toucli it, for "'wiiful ivaste makes woful
wvant," and Ilgaad wvatcli prevents inisfortuine."

Ncighbars ar.d ail here, let me assure yau that I have fouind
tectotal gaad for my children, gin and aie spoils man), a ivife. Yoti
knoiv

"A gaod wife and bealth
Arc a man's bcst weaith,"

and "Saitb Solamon the wise,

A gaad wife's a prize."
My wife keceps at haone. That's the bcst place for a ivife. llie i

boer shap is the îvarst place she can go ta. «'The mother's brethl
is aiways swvect," says the aid saying, but beer spoils its siveettncss,
and gin makes it like poison ta the babe, 50 I arn giad, friends ail,
that my wife kecps teetotal ta this day. She's been a gaod miother,
and ail] lier cbildrcn praise hcr.Èt

I arn rare giad ta sec lad5, and young men, and lasses hiere.
Folks often say that "'youti ivili have its swving." Sa I sa>' ; but
îvhcrc are thcy gaing ta swing ta ? Tbcy mnay swing into the ditchi
but that is nat a pleasant bcd, or thcy may swing inta a prison, and
that is a darkplace for young eyes. IlIts goad ta bc merry and
Wvise," and I like ta sec young folk as lively as kittcns and lambs
and iarks, but' "a littie mischicf is too mucb," and gin and aie bring
more mischief than cither mankeys or foxes. There is no rcai goid
in the glass, but pienty af trouble of ait sorts that cari corne uponi
US.

You may tell me you dan't mean ta go ta prison or the work-
house. No, maybe nat, but Ilthere are marc ways ta kili a cat thiani
hanging." Empty pockcts, broken legs, bad îvoutids, and sorc
hearts corne through tue drink, and therefore it is fooiish ta take it.
"lConstant drapping ivears the stane," and frequent tippling ruins
the bealth. 1l heard a speaker say-

"Tempcrance, exorcise and reposei
Siams the door on the doctor's nase,"

and I believe it. Yes, I do ail the way. In aur club the teetctal-
crs arc always lcast on the fund. It's tue drinkers that wvastc thc
maney. Corne on then and sign teetotai. Don't lase your chance.
"lThe first biowv is balf tue battie," and wien you sign dan't bc
asharned af îvbat yau've donc, for "'fair faces nccd no paint," and
a ivise dced needs no defence. Only fools wii laugh at yau, but
neyer mind that, for "la fooi's boit is soon shiot."

Weil, I'vc bad rny say, and ivili sit down, for Ilman>' iords %vill
flot fill a bushiel." But, "lbe sobcr, and watcb uito pratyer," and
remcinber, fricnds and neighibars ail, that Ilthe fear af the Lord is
the bcginning af wisdamn."

And Provcrb Wili sat daovn amid the chicery thanks of ail the
folk. Aftu the meeting he wvaiked home in thie soit maonigit,
and, having liad a frugal meal, he wvent ta rest, saying ta Himseii,

IlHe giveth bis bclovcd sleep."-Go>gc IV. ilfeCi-e, in, Tcmtpern:z«


