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sepvos 1 REv. A B. Brea,

Last Sabbath evening at was my privi-
lego to hear in the Renfield Chareh Dy,
Marcus Doddsi o noble exposition and Qe-
geneo of Christian foith and hape  against
maedern unbeliof, from Rov. Mex, Balmain
“Drueé, one of the ablest thinkers and wehol-
as tobe found, mnot only in the TFree
Church, but in - Seotland. A« T listoned to
the streaun of Tiesh, manly thenght, prescut
el in 2 clear voiee, and casy, natural, yot
camest and  powerful manner, T could un-
' Jerstand  the  enthusiasm <hown by his
friends last yenu in secking his election to
the chair  vaeated by the late Dr, Gibson,
and theiv still - chovished convietion thint if
spared he will yet prove w warthy wneees.
sor of such men o< Bannerman and  Cun-
pingham.  Your vigoreus correspondent
“wlpdes” i< vightt in saying the menin owr

- «Vinden” in vequiring matarity of  charae-
acter and schiolavehip.  Both these points

E Jave been jlfustrated in the recent up-
. - pointments  to chairs in the Free Collego

B fcie. DBat of this it is perhaps not desir-

able to say more at present,  Mr. Biucae is
" aman of forty, with boedy and mind in-

B vicorated with fifteon years of pastoral and

pulpit work, and many move of ardent
study.  With peenline cupacities for profes.
sional work, he s known not {o he  indis-
posed to ity and rarely fortunate will be the
college which scetees his serviees.

1 send you n sketeh of the sermrn, hop

mz it may prove interesting to yuur,

thonghtful readers, notwithstanding the de-
feets evitable oven with the ail of shoyt-
hand. The text was, 2 Mim, i, 10—*1fe

B hath abolished death, and hath  Lrouglht

~

life and immortality to light.”

It 1s truth as well as poetry which eom-
pares the advent of the Sasivue to the sun-
nise bamishing darkness, for Ll then death
asa dark cloud enveloped humanity in
woom.  To tho believer Christ is the Day-
spang fiom on high,  True, the Cluistian
still dies, s 1s appomted uuto all men once
to do, but death s to him the door of lope
and no longer the snufling out of the brief
candle of life. Oury is somewhat like the
day of Arctic regions, so full and prolenged
that men grow weary of the hght and for-
et its value,  Atheists ave busy with their
woik of destruction while we stand by un-
moved, as if agreeing with them that men
would hive as well without that good hope
aswithit,  May it not be that yet there
should be a return of pagan night to teach
us the true valne of tho tight? In- the
text wo ave taught that Christ brought
both life and iramortality to light, and
these in - important relation the one to the
other.

L Let us comsider the value of the
Christian's hope ns a source of comfort, and
more especinlly as n motive to lioliness.
As the former it is frequently presented hy
the apostle; elsowhere and farther on
this epistle  ho avows its preciousness to
himself m prospect of martyrdom. Does

B lic cxaggerate the value of the hope of im-

mortality? | So says the scculanst of om
day. They would even prefer the virtue

@ “hich is not sustained by it ; such as may

§ Do found, they say, among the Buddhists
abroad, or the Athcists at home. Now,
conecding the matter of fact that there ave

B happy and virtuous Atheists and unbe-

B licvers in the lifo heveafter, the question as
to the value of the Christian hopo is not

@ thereby settled.  Lhrce things must he

g well weighed before wo  pronounce a finnl
verdiet,  {1) What is the seeret spring of
Atheistic virtue? In finding an answer,

1t must bo remembered that there is always

p « ccrtain moral power about any systemn of

k thought, whatover the items of its creed,

R which is a 1enction against another system

k nf‘opinion, which, howover lofty ita doc
gnu\-s, has becomo corrupé and ineffective
in the haads of degencrate professors.
b}uccrity, with the boldest creed, has more
Vitality  and virtue in it thon iusinecerity

g il the holiest and nost inspiving creed

- pos%ible. Manhomedanism, for example, at

1S ise was yeally & better thing than  the

g conupt Christianity which it swept away -

B * Christinuity which had degeneratod into

¢ Mietaphysieal quibbles about the mystevies
of the divine nature, snd  paltry disputes

Fabont the worship of images, assacinted

teo often with. o frivolous and licontious,

life, Indike manuer, it is-concoivablo that

evenan Atheism which denios the-life to-

z,om," ey havo moro motnl worth than a
]l""s"“““)' which aftirms that hfe, but
e oL live under its powar. A virtnous,

fugh-soulea Atheism indeed, priding self.
Pl sincority and love of.rightontisness, may.
¢ looked for whoen sucly a.Christianitytbe. |

ROmes prevalent. The nost high-spirited

K college chairs shotild be yeung, and o is

men ave most  liable fo divgust at juein
carity and hypoaisy, aud iv thoir dismet
to go o the opposite oxtremne fiun the
syatem which  swaliens it nnd secing 1)
around thew  worldly-minded men profes
sing to beliecve in u life beyond death, and
to regmud it an their chief gond, winle they
manifestly da nothineg of the kind® thay on
the confrary mnke it their husine.s f e
distingnizhed by the Yae of virtne while
ostentationsly  proclaiming theiv nuhelicf,
orat least thoir indifferener with regard to
that ife  heyond, which accupies <o promi-
nent o place in the Christian e10ed. In
this way the exictener of o meoral inded
wnbolicf in a time of provalent religious
hypoerisy is easily to be secounted for,
When favth is s meere, sineevity is very apt
to he infidel, Tu the light of auch o comy
parson the seenlarist devotee of victne ap
peats to peouliar advantage. But

121 Howisit when - ile by side willisuch a
Cluistian as the Apostle Taul—the type of

true follower of Clist—-to whoso transcen-
dental virtites hie does not for amoment lay
claun.  Ile regords them as the fanaticism
of a man vighteous over much. I'rom
consideradions of reason and oxpenenco he
denounces and shuns dishonesty and ex-
cess, but what knows he of the Apostle’s
hevoie self-denial and enthusiastic devotion
to the good of others, qualitics none the
1e3s novle beeause he had regard to the
everlastng roward,  Tus 13 not seliish-
ness, but fm_th m things unseen and cter-
nal.  Just as the patriot lights for his coun-
try, tinsting in its futurve freedom and
glory, yet it 1s not gelfish because ho hag an
interest in the result.

(8 Then consuder neat tho uitunate ten.
deney of disbelief 1 the Iifo to come,  How
seeular prineiples will wear 14 worthy of
carnest inquiry.  Will they Jast auy better
than does the gleamun hght after the sun
15 withdeanwn ¢ Thewr anovitable  curse
seems to he a gradual degeneracy into
short-sighted  selfishness.  The  Athest)
lacks what onc has called that “anfinite
caicuins * by which to solve the problems
of life and regulnte ita conclusions. Only
tho prospecy of future hie can give true
unpetus, as it gives Lonndless  sigmificance, |
to cach mworal action.  Christ gave to man
a life worthy of beng immortal.  The pe-
culiar force of the passage scems to say.
gunen that hfo, nmnortaiity of fath 1 at
will follow. Th rebgous Jew believed i
a futire hife, but his view of 1t was dim and
unspiritnal.  Chuist knew this and taught
them the true kfe. **T'o asmany as bo.
Itaved, fio gave power to becomo the sous
of Gol.” “He that doetir tho will of the
Tather ti. ¢, the true Son,) abideth for-
over.”

The areat truth here for us is that it the
Chureh abovnd in that life thera will be
strong faith i its inunortality, and we will
not need to labor to prove it. Wanting it
we shall find it hard to convince onrselves,
not to speak of others. No manemn be
lieve in the life to come whose hfe now is
altogether after the fashion of this world,
for all his habits of thought aud fecling ave
every moment gising the Lo to his pio-
fessed ereed. Ouly Gedly men find faath
in the o beyoud easy. Ouly men accus.
tomed to cross-hearing as Chuast’s  disciples
reahzo the future hfe as1f at were present,
oven ag it i onlv by mght that men sce
tho stars. The prevaleuce of these doubts
of jnnmurtality, arses partly from low views
of hwmuamty, such as Darwimsin begots,
and of humnr destiny, hike thise expressed
hy the preacher when hesaw but ono doom
for man and beast.  Henee the revival of
the Euthanasian proposal to dispense with
the lingering years of hopeless suffeying.
Let us not only venudiato suel low views,
but labor to propogate Jugh and true con-
ceptions of evistence  Let us first use all
diligence to have the life of Christ wvithin
us, and then let us be zealous in the work
of commumcating that bfo to uthers, cven
the lowest, so that sccularmsm may havo no
possible excuse or support for its low ideas
of Christianits . Let ashnve more of Panl's
entlusiasin,. aud less Jove fur our comforts,
more courngo 1 contending for the fauth,

and more wnee to embody 1t e ot Jives,
awndd the mght of unbelict may 3ot be ar-
vested.  For the Gespel itselt 18 ns well fit-
tod as rver to he the light and jov of ha.
man hte, enablmy those who lelievo 1n 1
to rejmec i hope, to be patient uteder t
bulation. and e keep themrelyes unsputted
from the world,  Muy Gad send Jus drowsy
Chureh a revival ot Climstn. farth, and 2
new infasiou.of that lite wlieh contnns
itsolt the watness of that futh aud the tri.
umphaut refatation of miidolity.

To any of your readers desivous to kuow
more of M DBruee's powas as o
thnker nndawiiter, [ would heartily eotn-
.uend-his first  and only bhouk aq vot, *Tho
Praimng of the Twelve, wiuch hay been
s0 woll rocen city amt was roecntly s h_u_:h
ly autogized by Dr. Duds the British
‘and Pérerqn Branqgelical Review, T3
alitdw will well-vepav-the east and- trouble.
o CANADLIAN AnROAD,

Glasgows Apwil 10th, 18’18.‘ N

CIIURCH MEMBERSHIP.
Lovador BRagindd AMERIC AN PRS S5 FERIAN.

Deag Sig,—I have been lisappointed
after o careful porusal of T, 1. T. & article
on Chureh Mentbership in gaswer to mine
of Maveh 7th, Is this the best defence that
can be made for tiie Chnrdh 8 present prae-
tice 7 Instead of mceting and answering
my guaesttons with proot dovet, or dedue-
tble by fan inference from the Senptures,
he gives ts brond assortivis, tugother with
Liis own _mpiessions a8 to how the baptised
clithdren vught to be treated. o will not
wlluw that buptism admits ¢uldeen iato the
Chureh, and dave not say that they ave still
left out in the world, and las therefore
be n forced to invent an int amedinte state
which he ealls “the porch aud vestibule,”
n sort of physical, intelleciual, moral, and
ceremonial purgatory, where they ave kept
to undergo n proceas fitting them for enter-
ing the Church. 'This nmmy he a very in
genious mode of getting ont of the diffienl-
ty.  Unfortunately there is no Seriptural
authority to sustain it.  Our standards,
sustained by Secriture, say that ¢“Baptism
admnits the party baptised”not into'the poreh
und vestibule' but “info the Churel 3 if so,
then baplised children are members, and
thereby entitled to tho privileges of mem-
Lership.

T shall briefly xeview 'L, L. 'I.'s article.
Ile commences by following tho course
usually gdopted by thoss having unserip-
tual theories to maintain, viz, finding fault
with the tranzlation. He says that the
original of Ex xii. 24-27 does not mean in-
fancy and childhood, but young men and
maidens.  Aud a few sentonees furthier un
he quotes the same passago and says that
it means “enquiring boys and girls,” These
ronderings cannot both be correct, the lat
ter is snbstautially the sate as given in vur
authorized translation.  Don't boys and
girls begin to make enquiries as soon as
they ave able to speak ?  That passage was
nnt quoted by me to prove that clildren
partoak of the passover ; Tdid not think that
anyone doenied that, Let T, 'I. T, tuin to
Ex. xii. 8—4-47 ; that I presume will he suf
ficient proof.  ‘The next seutence praves
that hie is as unfortunate jn his expositions
as in 1's translations, " ¥o says that %it
does not  necosaavily follow that all  who
were ciretmeised did eat  the passovor.”
Weltif they didnnt they transgresaed God's
command and were to bo “cut off fiom his
people’”  (Num. ix. 184  He next lays
down four (nalifications as necessary for a
right participation of the passover and sup-
per. But he has failed to quote Seriptural
truth to sustain them ; they are therefore
unworthy of consideration. Some of themn
are contrary to Seripture.  T'ake tho first
for example. “Bodily strength’ was not ve-
qured.  The only physieal qualifieation re
qured was ability to eat.  The whole
household were to cat. 'Tho child was not
raquired to eat as much as the adult ; the
command was *“every ona according to his
eating.”

I am next ceasured for speaking too
plainty about the Church’s negleet of her
young members. e says “They are in-
cluded as members i tntelage,” &e., imply-
ing that the Clurel holils tirent i the same
relation as the State does her imnors, et
us see if the anatogy will okt goud.  The
State m taking the eonsus connts the jnfant
as well as the adult.  The Church counts
the aduits oniy. The State holds the mwors
amenuble to her laws, as our juls and ro-
formatories will testify.  Lvory law of the
Churcih may be violated by those she has
adimtted watine her pale, yot she does not
visit them with her censures. Let those who
deny this produce an mstance where she
has exeraised authorty.  The State by her
laws malkes provision for the secular edu-
cation of hei youth. The spiritual instrue-
trous of the yonne are not seeured to them
by any law of the Church. $he may call
thew members in tutelago or any  nther
fine name, bua it will not altex the fact that
piactically she tveats them in the same
manner os those who nover were within
hesr pale. :

He says that “the principle that heeps '

back childron is as old as the Churchis
ancrent.”  Now he adwuts that the supper
cams in the room of the passover, and T
presume hie will not deny that a class entit-
led by Divine authority to partake of an
ovdmance, will retam that ngit tll atas

withdrawn by the same anthority nt as ex.

press terms.  (Weo recognize and: arguo
upon tlns prnciple 1 mamtaming  the
vights of clnldren to bapiism. I ‘have
shown tho rights of childven to  baptism 3
when was it withdmwn ?

It appenrs to e that lufant Baptisu

aud Tufwut Conmnunion should stuad i tho glory of an adored: Goyl, then shoyld wa.
falt togothier. Tho vrideney fur the latteras.
of the same nature, atd.fs ng -strong and.

abundant:as ean be produced for the:form,
Tt the:wanit of abllify td “exnmnine anll' to

diseert’ 15 salicient to exeluds auldeen
from the table 198 which Josas commanded
all his people tu partaker then, by puaty of
reasoning, theiv inability to “repent™ and
“Lelieve™ should evelude them from Lap

tism.

The abova writer assumes that  the pes
sonasl voluntury assent ot the  erentune s
necessuey befupe God will entet o covens
ant watls them,  Lho fallacy of tias wall be
seen by teferring to Deut, v. 2-3, and .
10-12, Joel i, 16-16. Weaet s accurdance
with these passages whea we dedieate our
wfants to tud bv baptisur, Wiy then
should we, diseiple like, forbid them: conmng
to receive Ilis blesung at s table 2

The pious pareni teaches the lisping in-
fant to hold communton with God by pray-
er, although it camnot understand the mean-
ing of the words 1t uses, or have any com-
prehiension of the greatness of the Bemg at
adidvosses,  Is approaching Jus table a more
solomn act than the abuve, or vequiting a
Lighor mental quabfication. It would uat
be difficult to show many evils resulimg to
tho youth of the Church trom thenr haviug
been cut off from that ordinance.

. g
King, April 2, 1878,
UNION.—No. 3.

THE ADVANTAGES OF UNION.

The duty of umty among Chnstians 18
thus set bofore us by tho command and
prayer of Jesus, the tenchings of the Apos-
tles, and the exampic of the nuntive
Church.

St. Auzustine s rule 13a golden one as ve-
i garda tho relation of Christians to each
other :—"In doubtful questions hiberty; mn
j essuntial, unity 3 mo ail things,  chanty.’
, When Christians hold the samo  essential
i truths regpecting the relation to God, the
origin and nature of sin, and the way of
“salvation thirough the atoneinent of  Jesus
as o Divine  Saviour, and the application
, of lus redemption by the Huly spunt, and
also respecting the government of the
! Cluistian  Chrel, they would unite
mamiaming the great princples about
which they aie agreed. In Col. 11,19, and
Epn.iv, 15, 16, Paul ropresents inutnal
love and unity as essentin' to the health
and growth of the spivitual body of Chuist,
Yea, luve is spohcn of in e sogal law”
of Chuistianity, and as the “end of the
commandment.,” Henee winlo Paul ad-
mits that Christians have been ealled unto
grenter liberty undes the Gospel hie cujoins
¢Quly lifo, not  liberty, for an oceasion to
the flesh,” viz : to selfishly cause or por-
petuate divisions, but “by love scrve one
another.”  Now as the different gections of
the Presbyterian Churcliin Cauada do thus
hold the same great fundamental truths of
rovelation, and as they have the same
Chureh polity, is it not clearly their duty
to unite in an actual and visible organiza-
I tion, and thus manidest their unity, to tho
glory of God and their own greater growth
l and usefulness ?

" Candid and carnest Presbyterians who

! witnessed tho stirring ovents of 1848 and
1844 m Scotland and the British Colomes,
whether tloy approve of the particular

i shape taken by them, must at least admit
that fresh energy was infused into the

>resbyterian Church,.aud that she was led
to put forth greater efforts to meet the

“wants of her adherents at home and

i abroad, and to fulfil Lier high commission

! by preaching the Gospel to the ends of the

y earth. A more earncst spirit has for sever-

al years pervaded the sovoral sections of

the Presbyterian Chnveh in Canada, and
many of her move thoughtful sons now feel
that tho grand purpnse designed by Pro%i.
dencee in permitting the  disruption i this
country has been achioved, aud that now
thove is another work to which both the
counservative and progressive clement of

Presbyterianism are called, namely, to re-

unite the now thoronghly aroused and ae.

tive branches of our Church both 1 Can.
ada and clsewhere. ‘The poiuts of differ-
once between the several sections of the

Presbytesan Clinich aro few and of minor

| importance compared to the powts in which
they are agreed. Why then do they not

| merge their nunor difforences and jon to-
gether as one Charch 2 If thus can happily

. bo accomplished—and wo boliove the spirit

t of love to  Christ, and zeal for His glorys

\ will ere long bring.it abont—then what o

| glortoug future awaits tho Presbyteran

. Church in Canada, If wé believe, ns we

':prorcss to o, that the spread of earnest

t Presbyterianism is ominently econducive to

| the advancement of pire and Seciptural®

'Cl.n'istiuxnity', the aalvation of souls, and

povan the. fitst place fuvord everything that
<hindlers tho: consurbmatioe of - thut genoral
wnion among us—for ‘which-all- true hiemt-
ed Presbytorinns should earidsty labor

and fervently pray ? Should not the Preas
bytermans of Canada ponder these thng -~ ?
should not the  rame wind be it them
whiclt wus also n Chiest Je-ns gbout the:
matler of wnion? dhiowld not oli seck to

be united first to Christ by o livingr foith
nd hele B, and then ¢ b e, v o'h

all Chiristiats who boid the s standards,

doctiiues and  polity —in tha clusest bonda

ol ehweli-dolluwalup, and n the pmowt of
the samo object—tho divine [giory, wmld tho

convorsion of the world to Christ?  Yen,

showdd they ot eslubat ien lising, loving,

wud practiesl atuty i siteh a way as to lead'
e to seo and hear snd turn anto the

Lexd?

Such  unton would  bring with it muny
and great adyantages. 1, It would msure
greater wmty aud  strength, vigor and hare
mony m thoit operations, Divion tengls
i vacionts ways  to dinimah the the vigor
and suceess of the offoits of the Chnstian
Chaich, for the propagation of the com-
won  fath, and  the advaacement of the
Saviour's eause,  Dunion diminishes the
Chuieli's »irength. “Unton  is strength,”
19 an adago tene as well os trte, | A divided
clurch 18 weakeued and cannot accomplish
as much cither for Her Master’s glory or
tor her uwu progress.  Oftentimes much of
the strength ot the Chureh when divided
is cmpjoyed simply to keop her ground
tnrough the rivalry of different scetions of
the Chuisttan Chureh, and oven of different
bianches of the Presbyterian fam!ly, ine
stead of putting forth ull her efforts for her
own extension and the conversion of the
world to Chrixt.

Tea, too often division leads to unsconly
controversies—the ways of Zion languigh,
and enemies rejoice.  Sometimes the ef-
fouts that should only be employed in scek-
ing the conversion of sinners, and the edi-
fication of raints, are put forth to counter-
act each others’ influenco and uscfulness.
Now by the proposed unon theso unseem-
ly jealousies and rivalries wonld be avouded.
I donot say that controversy is always an
evil. At certain times and under certain
civcumstances of tho Church I believo it
docs good. Like the hurrcane it some-
tunes clears the air of deathi-bearing vapors,
and promotes the genoral health of the
Church. Better, I admit, the oceasional
storm on the suiface of the waters than
that they should stagnato and endanger
Ifo. Such truly werc tho benefits confor-
rod by tho controversion of the Reforma.
‘lion period.  Bul controvergy is not tho
ordmary nor the proper work of the Church
when 1n a healthy state.

2. 1f tlus union were effected one min-
ister would often be able to attend to the
want of the Presbyterian commaunity, where
two ave now roquired.  The United Church
would thus bo-able to supply more Inboyers
m the Home Mission work m Canada, and
also to send furth more Missionaries to the
destitute vegions abroad.  This is a very
important consideration at any time, but
especially at the present tixoo when the
scarcity of lnbvurers is so painfully felt. A
measuro that wonld enable the Presbytorian
Chareh in Canada to have at her disposal
a greater number of ministors for difierant
depurtments of her work, should not be
lightly put away.

By this union we will bo able to prevent
our people from falling away to other de-
nominations. Other sects grin,and havo gain.
ed much by ourapathy,inability,and neglect
to supply our peoplo with the meansofgraco.
Thousands have thus been lost to us in Can-
adn and tho othor colonies, It 1s now dif-
ficul{ to provide such an cducated” minister
as the Prosbyterian Chureh requives; others
who are not so strict in this matter have
taken such people as offered, and sont thera
forth to preach the Gospel, and I bolieve in
this way thoy are night, adapting their
course to tho want amd circumstance of a
now country. Ere cducated ministers can
bho sustained, save by & missionary fund—
earnost labourors have gone from hamlet to
hamlet, gathormg the people together, and
reminding them that whilo engerly sechang
the bread that perisheth, thoy shuuld et
neglect to seck tho bread that enduretl to
eternal life,

Theso mon have gong into the new seitle-
ments, sustained vartly by an .lowance
frum o mission fund, and partly by such
contributions as they could obtain m the
locality where they labowmed. but witheu®
requiring to ask how 1nuch tho people wouid
givo bofore they bogau thew labour. I the
very nature of things it was to be espeeiaid
that their presenco and efforts for the spar-
itual welfure of the prople wunld dvaw twmth
the sympathy aud support of all Chrisi.ans
who had no pastor or missionnriesofiitoir
own., And asthis was too often tao case
with Presbyterians, thoy first attended and
supporied thesn missionariesof ihier Cisureh-
eg, and then,when neglected for a considers
ablo time by their own church, at longth
joined in communion with them. Thero
nie seetions in Capada where Jarge portions
of Mo early settlers were @resbyteripns,
where now their descendants arenear y all
10 bo fonnd in the Yosom of other chevchvs.
This does not any much for the way in which
tho interests of Presbyterians were looked
aftor formerly in Cauada. 'This o.curred |
on 1 lnigo scale over thivty yedrs apo, bub
instances of it nro ocenrring stillin th.e noie-
er settloments,

Oug of the.remedicos for this ovil wouldbe
the cloger union of Yawsbyteriang They
would.thion-havemoro wep aid money un:
des tho divection of one body, and could
¢cohaniza bath, and thus reach o greater
.ostant.of tonitory,.anil overiako gooner tho- -
‘néwar sattlcrionts:so s Lo prvent our yeo-
Dlo being,lost to the chuneh of theiz fathers: .

Unton,




