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Tenth's Gonfribntors,

'HIE OANADIAN GLENGABRY OVER
FOBRTY YEARS AGO

DY JOIIN FRASER, MONTREAL,
No. 6.

It is & littlo over forty years sinco our
first vlsit to tho County of Glengarry, tho
most casterly county in the Province. This
happeued a fow yoars after tho troubles of
1837 and 1833, Wo had scona good deal of
the Glengarry Highlanders befoxe that visit,
but were ignorant of the homes in which
they lived, To tell the truth, we had form-
ed very curious notions of them.

‘Tho writer, as a boy, bad ridden among
the Stafl-Officers of the 1st Regiment, Col-
onel Fraser's, in Fobruary, 1838, on their
entrance to dontreal, preparatory to their
being sent to the frontier. That was a
grand entrance and recoption; there wero
over ono hundred double sleighs conveying
the regimaut. It was a perfect jam all the
way from tho Tanncries, whero Major—now
Colonel—David mot them with a guard of
honor and escorted them down to their tem-
porary barracks insome old warchouses
then estanding ncar the present cusiom
house. \Veagain mot the eame regimzat,
as described in No. 5 article in TreTo, ab
Beauharnois on the 11th of November, 1638,
Therefore, wo knew a little of what manner
of men they were,

It was early in the month of March,
Thers were no railways in those carly days
ia Cansda, exocpt that short line betwcen
Laprario and St. Johu's. Our conveyance
was a single cutter and a smart horse.
There were two of us; the distance from
Montreal was about eighty miles, which
took two days to perform by casy stages,
halting tho first night at the old stage houso
at tho cedara.

In the early afternoon of the sccond day
we reachod the old inn at Lancaster villago,
and informed the host that wo were ona
visit to Fraserfield, tho residenco of Colonel
Fraser, and obtained from him all informa.
tion a3 to tho rords. Tke country wes then
new to us. Wo followed his directions and
reached our destication, about threc miles
above Williamstown, a littleafter dusk,

We had often heard that Frascrfisld was
one of the finest country residences in Upper
Canads, but, rcally, wo had no idea that so
grand a building was to be found in the
wilds of Glengarry as tho ono bofore which
we drew up It was a large two-atorey cut
stone doublo house, situated in the centre of

ablock of 1,000 acres of land,and on our ar. 1

rival it was all ablazo—lighted up ¢ from
t~» 2 bottom.”

A largo party had just zcated themselves
to dinner.  Wo felt taken aback and wished
ourvisit had been delayed a daylater, A
truo Higbland welcomo greeted us, how-
cver, which soon mado us fecl at home.
They were all Highlanders scated around
that festive board, every ono, although per-
sonally atrangera, appearcd to know of us
and all abont tho Lower Canadian home
whence wo came, therefore, wo were soon
put st our caso.

The merry-making at thotimo of our visit
was to do honor to the mecting of old
fricnds—North-Westers, Hudson Bay Com-
pany traders and old military men.  Glen-
garry could then boast of a goodly number
of tho latter, veoterans of tho war of 1812,
Thero were in fact at that timoe nearly onc
hundred officers living in the county who
had served in the two regiments during the
rebellion thereforo, tho tono was altogether
military, Thero had been soversl dinner
parties and balls previous to onr arrival and
a few followed,

Lot us try to picfure and repeoplo that
old dining hall at Fraserfiold, aa wo ontered
and took our scaty among that noted and
diguified assomblage. There}was tho old Col-
onel himself, at tho head of tho table doing
tho honors as hn well know how, e was
known far and near in Capada.  Wo shall
try and pive the names of tho assembled
gucata as correctly asweo can,

Thers were tho Hon, George McTavish,
of the lludsin Doy Company;and Miss
Cameoron, afterward Mrs, McTavish; old
Dr. Grant, fsthor, we beliovo, of Dr. Grant,
of Ottawa; Dr. MclIntyre, now sheriff at
Corawall; Coloncl Carmichael, of tho Reg-
ular Army, then commanding on particular
scrvico at tho old fort at tho Coteau; old
Hugh McGillis, of WVilliamastown, unclo of
John McGillis, of Montreal; old Mr, Mec.
Gillivray, father of Dumnpaglas; tho two
MoDonuells, Greenfield and Myles, wo be-
Hove, were there ; soms members, at loaat,
of these two familles were present, snd, if
wo mistake not, old Captain Cattenach was
prescct, and several other gentlemen, not
forgotting the ladies of tho different fam:
ilics.

Every Glengarrian will recall thoee old
numes, and it they were not personally
kuown to him, still helwill recognize them
as landmarks of his native county of a past
generation.

The ravages of forty years have left but
few remaining of the old or evenof the
young whko had joined in that merry.mak.
ing! The writer can cnly call to mind three
living besides himself, namely :—Sheriff Me-
Intyroand his wife and Mra, Pringle, wifo
of Judge Pringle, of Corawill. These two
wero daughters of Colonel Fraser, being the
only living members of his family, There
may possibly be some of the younger mem-
bets of the other families still living who
were in that company, but the writer is not
awaro of such.

We speat afew days withour kind friends
and paid many visils to old friends of our
{amily who had often visited our paternal
home in Lower Canads. Among others we
paid a visit to Father Mackenzie, of the
Kirk, at the Williamstown Manse; also to
old St. Raphaels, to pay our respects to
Father John Macdonald. By the way, all
Glangarrians will remember that Colonel
Fraser belonged to the Catholic Church.

Thero was a spot very dear to the writer.
Cloas by old St. Raphaels was the eafly
childhood homo of his mother, It was the
apot on which his maternal grandfather had
pitchod his Canadian tent and crected his
Glengarry log house.  This old log house
was raised cloto by the homeand the church
of that good old pricat—the late Bishop Me-
Donacll, whose first charge, we beliave, was
at St. Rapbacls. Theso dear old log honses
of Canada tho carly homes of the fathers of
an cmpire yot to be! Thoy, like their oc-
cupants have vanished or have gone down
to duat, but we trust the spots on which
thoy stood will be held sacrod by succeeding
gencrations of Canadians.

Tho old grandmother of that Glengary
log bouse lived thero till about her nine.
ticth year. She was tho motker of Colonel
Feaser. Wosaw her old spinning wheel,
ono of thoss grand old spinning wheels of
carly Csnadian days, and the knitting
needles with which shehad kaitted pair after
pair of warm stockings and woolen gloves
for her two soldier boys whilo they were do-
ing battlo on tho Niagara fronticr for their
king and covntry duriug tho warof 1812
The samo might be said of hundredsof other
Glengarry mothers.  Many of thoso Glen
garry boys wero laid low on Qacenaton.
Hcights, Lundys Lavo, Chippewa and at the

ovacuation of old Fort George, and other lcs-
scr fights in 1812,

This short skotch may rrove intercating
o many young Glengarrians now scattored
ovor the Dominion of Canada, whohavecomo
to the front within tho past forty years, to
road of a social gathering of a past genera-
tion intheirjnative county, and thoy may re-
call the scene which gladdened their young
days.

Old Montrealors, now soattered over tho
country, will romember the return of Col-
ono Fraser's regiment from tho frontier in
tho Spring of 1833, and to have secn that
“big Glengarry Highlander” shoulder tho
canpon ¢f the regiment and rresont arms
with it while passing in review before Sir
Jobn Colborne.
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THE MONTREAL S0ARE IN 1837.

LY T. S. BROWN,

The story of tho groat Montroal scaro in
December, 1837, created, in fact, by the re-
port of an approaching ememy, {the sup-
poscd encmy being farmers then lying
quistly in their beds more than twenty
miles away), is well and graphically told by
Mr. John Fraser, in Trurn of March 14th,
The turnout thero referred to was an affair
scrious enough—especially to tho fat ones—
for those who marched out of tho city to the
top of Tannery Hill, but it was a watter of
fun for all those who remained snug at
home in their beds, Nothing #o ridiculous
has occurred eince the “‘Battle of the
Kegs,” celebrated in rhymo in the days of
tho American Revolation. For tho first
thero was a trifling causo; for tho last, none
whatover.

Phifadolphia was in posscssion of the
British forces, One night there came a re-
port that tho rebels wero coming down the
Delawaro with a flotilla to burn the city.
There was & general call to arms and mili.
tary preparations far exceeding the Mon
treal movement, when it was discovered
that tho supposcd flotilla was nothing but a
large quauntity of empty kegs and barrels
thrown into tho river many miles above,
that were coming down with the currost.

A to the wholodistrict north of Montreal
being in open robellion, tho whole amounted
to this. There was great agitation in the
County of Two Mountaing during the month
of November, 1837, when the people met at
military gatherings precisely as they had
met at political gatherings, Very few wero
armed, and there was some mustering and
drilling amopg them, but the remainder
were mero lookesr-on, ard when the dis-
persion of tho patriota on the Richelieu bo-
camo known, all retired to their homes ex-
cept a small number kopt together by Cho-
nier at wbat was called tho camp at St.
Eustache, 24 miles from Montreal. Al his
friends, or “‘friends of the causs,” urged Lim
to break up this camp and send away the
men, but he ateadfastly rofused; first for
an impulse of gencral self-sacrifico and se-
condly for a high military consideration.

The whole British forco was then concen-
trated at Montreal, and 2o long as ho could
keep up the delusion of a patrict army
teady to attack the city this whole British
forco was rotained there, leaving the eatire
right bank of tho St. Lawrcnce from Que-
tee to the Provinceling, {reo to tho patriots,
or to any other invasion thoy might invite
from the States, YWhea Sir John Colborne
sppearcd beforo the patriots of St Eustachs,
on the 14th Dccember, with 2,000 men,
Chenier threw himeclf into tho church with
abont two hundred men, of whom only
about cighty were armed with guns. No-
body stood upon tho defenss clsewhoro but,
in tho firing, soveaty patriots wero killed,
including Chenicr, who died a glorious
death, fighting %0 the laat

Chenicr’s namo will rank horeafter with
tho past herocs of chivalry., Tho Roman
Catholic church never canoniscs a sairt un.
til 100 years after his death in order that
ull opponents may havo had time to say out
their say, and patriots must not expeet bet.
ter terms, but it is amusiog in thoineantim,g
to find peoplo in tho great Province ¢f Oa.
tario still villifying tho men to wheso ef.
forts, in 1837, thoy owo tho bovefit of guod
govermmnent, while they cextol thoee who at
tho time did all in their power to maintain
a governmont which even Lord Sydanlunm
doclared, in ono of his letters, was so Lag
that ho would not himsclf have takenup
arms to defend it.
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THE BEQINKINGS OF ONTARIO-N» 1

THE ¢ PASS” OF TORONTO,

BY G. MERCER ADAM,

When civilization first scriously in\aded
the sanctuarica of Naturo in the region of
what is now tho fair city of Toronte, the
startlod on lookers wero a flock of wild fos]
and a couplo of familics of tho childrenof
tho wood. At the time wo speak of, in the
beantiful basin of Toronto, if wo oxcept the
noiscless movementa during tho hours uf day
of ono or two Mississaga Icdians, solituds
reigned supremo. VWhen the sun weot duwn
oven Nature bocame still. As night fill
upon tho eccno the pines ceased their moan-
ing, and naught was heard save tho «co;
sional splash of beaver or iusquash ia the
waters of the forcst-screened harbor, or the
cry of the wood-duck, as it took flight for
its evering haunt in tho rocesses of the
woods. But

THE YEAR 1793,

which we are accustomed t7 speak «fa
that of tho founding of tho capital of Onta-
rio, was what may be called the medicval
cra in Toronto's annals, for the place hadsa
carlior history., This hiatory is apread over
the fateful period of the dominion of France
in Canada, in connection with her commeres
with the Indians and with the thrilling story
of tho Jesuit missions,

The carly years of the seventecuth cen:
tury were big with enterprise. The New
World for the first time saw a fringoof
colonics fasten upon its coast.  In 1607 Vir-
ginia was celonizod by Sir Walter Raleigh;
in 160S Champlain founded Quebec; and ia
tho following year New York was settled
by tho Datch. To these settlements, in
1620, was added that of Massachusetts, al-
ter the historic landing of tho * Rulgrim
Fathers.” From tho French colony at
Queboc came tho first attempt to penctrate
the continent, though the Dutch as0n made
their way up the Hudson and cstablisheda
post at Orange (Albany). New York State
at this period was the lair of tho Iroquis,
whilo Canada, in the main, was tho hunt
ing-ground of tho Algonquina and Huroms,
Tho former were scattered along tho banks
of tho St. Lawrence and tho Ottawa, wtile
tho home of tho Iatter was tho country lyicg
immecdiately to tho north of Toronto and
skirting tho waters of tho lake that bean
theic name. Between tho Hurons azd
their deadly coemy, the Iroquois, lay the
Ncutrals, a nation that with tho Jlurez
tribe tho Confederacy of tho Iroquois was
oro long to wips ont of oxistence. In 1615
Champlaip, with his Jesuit fotloning, made
his eventfal voyage up the Ottaws, croudd
Lsko Nipissing, and paddled down tke
Freoch River to that ioland 20a of the
Wyandots, which he called le mer o
Doscending thoGoorgian Bay ho came upen
the country of the Harons, among whom
for a timo ho tarricd. Hero, in what isnow
known as the Matchedash Peninsula,




