THE GOOD NEWS.

EXTRACT?S FROM MEMOIR OF
DR. PAYSON.

Al who are acquainted with the pawer and
Qction that characterized Dr. Payson’s public
Prayers, will read with interest the following

Oughts, penned by him, on this important
subject —

W
i '11 t‘:‘ excellence of any performance consists
hic being adapted to answer the end for
1t ig designed. So far as it is not
8 d‘:lsted to answer that cud, it must be con-
o, 9{1 defective. The design of public prayer,
0112‘ ered as a purt of miuisterial duty, is to
i e“l:P the Being to whom it is addressed, and
is ;vme and dm-c't‘thc devotional feelings of
i inOrshxpp.om Ihese two objects, though
e m?t; are inseparably connected, and are to
be o ied by the same means; for it will ever ,‘
oonnd, that that mode of performing the |
¥ of public prayer which is best adapted |
! g‘rOnlote the honour of Giod, is best caleu- |
. W excite and direct the devotional feel- |
pon OF the hearers, That our devotional |
t;jéﬁ:rmﬁucos muy sectre the attainment of
a4 fe"rv“l‘llfc(l ohjeets, they must be the echo of
g en"tly pious heart wuided b_} a ‘]ludlcmus
mtel_o‘llg'nte}wd mind, to the voice of God, a3
‘Efssi: u his works and his Word.  An ex-
m‘f&v-ﬁ.)d of the Psalmist will illustrate my
farg %0 “ When thou saidst, Seck ye my
wily' My heart said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord,

U Secic.”  In a similar manner should our
to ¢ addresses be the echo of his language

D?uxsf; h‘Jur adorations and ascriptions of
Pe;—,,uip(sl ould thus respond to what he has
Gur ¢ ; (21 ‘his nataral and woral Rel;lcctlt)ns;
pn"f‘-‘l'r(: lt’aszm'l.s to the charges which he has
Wiy s LAt s, and to the punishments
Iyt PG:-"Ch be threatens us; our petitions and
g :lons, .to .lus commaidg, his promises,
Want, deseription he has given of our own
Oup th-au(_] ﬂ'loise of our fellow-creatures; and
beﬁto “é:‘\sngmgs to the favours which he has
?hur tage,
'Z:"S €cho

it

bou ourselves, our countrymen and
When our devotional performauces
Tty back the voice of God, we cannot
ting, o Promote both his glory and the edifica-
Whig our people.  We then follow a guide
feehw?‘”mf)t mislead ug; we express the very
Aug o ¥ which hig langunge to us is designed
the y+ “Wlated to excite; we set our seal to
thy Uth of hig declarations, say Amen to all
Oup 48 seen fit to reveal to ug, and teach
Woig ta Ters 49 do the same. 'Taus, while we
Pray, ;tOO common fault of preaching in

g iDr;trur prayers will preach, and prove no
A the a‘lctxve‘ than our sermons, We shall
Yeach th: e time excite them to jray, and
Ro g o1 how to pray. While we speak as

%th of our people to Ggd, we shall, in

4183

an indirect but most imprégsive manner, be
the mouth of God to our’ people, and get be-
fore them their duty, as respects both faith
and tice, in 8 way least caleulated to offend,
and in those so emn momentd when the exhj -
bition of truth is most likely to affect them.

If the preceding remarks be just, it will be
easy to infer from them what are the principal
faults which should be avoided by us in lead+
ing the devotions of our hearers,

In the first place, I conceive that our devo.
tional performances are too often the language
of the understanding rather than the heart. It
has been observed that they should be the
echo of a fervently-pious heart, guided by an
enlightened understanding, to the voice of
God. They too often consist almost entirely
of passages of Scripture~—not always judici
ously chosen or well arranged—and common-
place phrases, which have been transmitted
down for ages, from one generation of minis~
ters to another, selected and put together just
as we would compose a sermon or essay, while
the licart is allowed no share in the perform-
ance; so that we may more properly be said
to make a prayer than to pray. "The conse-
quence ig, that our devotional performances
are too often cold and spiritless; as the heart
did not assist in composing, it disdains to aid
in uttering them. They have almost as much
of a form as if we made use of aliturgy; while
the peculiar excellences of a litnrgy are want-
ing.  Our hearers soon become familiarized to
our expressious, and not unfrequently learn to
anticipate them ; and, though they may pos-
sibly be instructed, their devotional feelings
are not excited,

That public prayer may produce its proper
and designed effects upon their hearts, it
should be, if I may so express it, a kind of
devout poetry. As in poetry, so in prayer,
the whole subject matter should be furnished
by the heart, and the understanding should be
allowed only to shape and arrange the effu-
sions of the heart in the manner best adapted
to answer the end designed. From the fulness
of a heart overflowing with holy affections, as
from a copious fountain, we should pour forth
a torrent of pious, humble, and ardently-affec-
tionate feelings; while our understandings only
shupe the channel, and teach the gushing
streams of devotion where to flow and when
to stop. In such a prayer every pious heart
among our hearers will join. They will hear
a voice and utterance given to their own feel-
ings. They will hear their own desires and
emotions expressed more fully and perspicu-
ously than they could express them themselves,
Their hearts will spring forward to meet and
unite with the heart of the speaker. The well
of water which our Saviour assures ns is in
all who drink of his Spirit, will rise and burst

its way through the rubbish of worldly cares



