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DR. PÀYSON. ~the mouth of Qed to our peope u e e
fore them their dnty, as i-espects both faitl

Ail Who are acquainted with the power and and pIraetice, in a waylOMut cieulated to offend,
ilrictio11 that characterized Dr. Payson's public and in ths Bo eïn monet -w'n th eh

bition of truth je mo8t likely to, affect thein.
Prayers, wilî rea<i with interest the3 following If the preceding remiark8 be just it will b.
tliOug3 ts penned by him, on this important easy to infer from themn what are the prinipal

5 llbjet :-.fauits which should be avoided by us in lead,
excelene o anyperormnce onsstaing the devotions of our hearers.

axcellene o an er tane eond for In the first place, I conceive that our devo.,
W lici eing.aat( uase h n o tional performances are too often the languago

ita is desigiied. Su far as it is not of the understandingratherthan the heart. It
P'Ited tu alosver tlat end, it inust lie con- lias been observed that they should be the*

Sidered defective. Thei desigu of public prayer, echo of a fervently-pious heart, guided by an

hierdas a pa1rt of niiîiisterial duity. is to ienligbtened understanding, to, the ,voice of
lç5ic he eiîîg ta wvhoii it ks adlireŽ.sc l and CGod. Tlîey too often cousist almost entirely

h ýit alid direct the devotioni:l feelings of 1of passages of Scripture-aot always judici,
l Osi 1>pes TIlesýe twi> objiets, tlioughlî ously chosen or well arranged-and comînon,

S arc iuseparably conniected. and are tu place phrases, which have been transraitted(attailid hy the sanie nieaîîs; for it will ever down for ages, from oine generation of mini-ý
4qt fOii' that that mode(1 of perftornîiig,, the ters to anoather, selected aîid put together just

Y0, 0f publie prayeýr whiehi is best adapted 1as we would compose a sermon or essay, while
Pîoniote the houo!ur of Cod, is best calcu- the heart ia allowed no share lu the performi-

e0 xcite and direet the devotional feel- ance; su that we inay more properly be said
Ithe lîcarers. TIlît, our devotional to iuke a prayer tban to pray. Tfhe conse-
ri)3 0 i.5 îay secitre the attaiiîînicnt of' quence is, that our devotional performances

Uli fax.d edey nilist lie the, eelîo of are too often cold and spiritless; as the heart
ahiliI W-as gîîided by a jîîdicious did not assist ilu composing, it disdains to aid

ele iiiid, to tlic vuîice ot'(Jod, as in uttering them. They have almost as much
lu is works anid lus Word. An ex- of a form as if we mnade use of a liturgy; while

or2> u the Psalînit vill illustrate iy the peculiar excellences of a litturgy are want-
fhig W:n thoni saidst, Seek ye my îug. Our hearers soon become familiarized tu

w~ iyheart sid unto Thuýe,1''hy face, Lord, our expressions, and not uDfrequently learn toi
lu a sittillar niauner slîould our; auticipate them ; and, thongli they may pos-.

iiddt, s8vsIbe eello of bis language sibly be instructed, their devotionial feelinge
r adratonsaud( aseriptioins of are not excited.

t (ilc ) hUld tliis respond to wliaf. lie lias That public prayer may produce its proper
Of his nat niaI ad moral perfections; and designed effects upon their hearts, it

ou th hre hihlela liid lie, if I may so express it, a kind of
Urî gwirst us, anud ta the puuisrnenits devout poetry. As in poetry, su iu prayer,

iliterewh; cli lie tlireatenis us; our pet ifioms mid the whole subject matter should be furnishied
; ~Inq~ to bis conands, bis piromises, hy the heart, and the understanding should be
w th mineseription lielias given of our owîî allowed only to shape and arrange the effui

f)'%t nd thiose of ou r fellow-ereatures; and sions of the heart lu the inanner best adapted
eit th.i silgte i favours which lie lias tu answver the end designed. From the fulness
Oij 1 wù l oî our-selves, our counfrtiyitiien atd ut'a lieart overffowing with holy aff'ections, as

'l(M* XV ui U <evotioitil performn(ces froni a copions fountain, we shonld pour forth

back thie voice of God, we cannot a torrenît of pions, huxMb e, and ardently-nffec-
pro0~lrno>e buta lus giory anid the edifica- tioniate feelinigs; whule onr understandings only

~.liOr peuple. We tlieui follow a guide I shape the channel, and teach the gushing
'"11î10t inîklead lis; we express flicvery streais of devotion where to flow anid whei)

aiq 0  'Mdli, hn tu I:)r tu_ u1, i sici to stop. Iu such a prayer every pions heart
letI<mlatedI to exe; we set ourea to nuîg our hearers will juin. lhey will hear

ela ~o hl dclaratiuiîs, sîy Auîeii to ail a voice and utterance given to their own feel-!
00îa,4a 8e30n lit to reveal t) us, and teach ings. They witl hear their own desires and

;IVO leOrs tu <lu the saine. 'r:us, while îve eniotions expressed more filty and perspicu.,

1%ayer~u t, (mino faîtoUpeing il, ousl y than they could express them themselves,
0C, Or Prayers wilt preand>, and lu-ove nou 'Their hearts will spring forward to meet and

at 14rctv than our s3ermons. We shahl unite with the heart of the speaker. The wel
Seh '"10- time excite theni to liray, amud of water whieh our Saviour msures uis is iak
.44 e r ho Wtôpray. While we speak as git whio drink of his Spirit, will rise 4nd bunt1

ou eýj tg Uod, wç ihl~ll in i .to way thrpugh the Titbbish &?f wortdly ç&


