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W BRIDGE PARTIES. shape; though of contrasting -colors. Those new, thin,
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T)-mahe a-bndge party thotoughly sucecessful, the host
or hosless must devole a certain atount of -time
and thought to the arrangement of the tables. These

should not be plaved too cluse to each other, and all

~hould be thoroughly well highted. Some people seem 1o

think that, if they have got eleetrie -hight n thewr rooms,

they have done all i that way that can possibly be re-
quited, but how many card parties are spoilt ‘by the bad
arrangement of this hight' On one side-1t sometimes falls
on the eaposed hand with a glare that makes the cards
look blurred and andistinet, and=on the-other dim-shadows
obscure everyiling  The-hostess should-see -that thelight
i~ really sutheaent, and, f not, supply a pair of candles.

The names of the playels at cach table should he -written

o g ~hip of paper and put e the unddle, so that every-

one tan ~ee at a glance Whete he-or she is to play.

Four bindge-mathers should=be -provided, so -that -every-
one cak heep thenr own scote, and some of those littde

“winand Jose T cards, which ate very convenient, as they

abviate 1the necessity of setthing after every rubber. The

twa pachs of plmmg-cmd\ should be alike i size and

ratliec long-shaped-ones are the-pleasantest to=play with;
and i do like gilt-cdged cards. 1 have played at houses
where the cards were of every variety, and at a table
where one pack ‘was thm and clean, and the other very
thick and soméwhat the worse for wear; it gave-one a
positive shock to -pick up a handful of those clumsy,
shady cards, -which seemed to intensifly the -horrors of a
spade-hand?!

In-arranging the-guests, not-only a-certain-uniformity
-of play is required, ‘but temper and- manners should also
be taken into accoant. A -player inclined -to -domineer
over his partier and to lay down the law- geuerally,
should not ‘be -put at the same table with threc gentie
people who will- bear Lis tyranny -meekly; but their num-
ber should- include -somecone-capable of=keeping this -trucu-
lent person in his:-proper place.

Pérhaps you will say that it-would be a simpler plan
to-exclude-him=from the party altogether, but this-is -not
always possible, as 1 am surr? 10 say that -there are
matey people m the bridge cirele who-cannot -be Said- to
boln\c well—thev show their temper in-a way unheard-of
an polite society, and say rude things to- their partner
thal would not” be toleraled for a moment in -other cir-
o umsmmcs
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