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TOPICS 0F TRADE I NTJ3REST.

Since aur last issue there bas been con-
siderable discussion ef Uic school bockr

E question, and the interview in these colurnns
with the Ontario Minister cf Education.

r SCHOOL His views wcre net definite
TEXI OO enough te set aside the

QUESIoN. grievances of the tradc. and,

frem the letters we have received. it looks
as If the trade would want a more definite

and systeniatic plan than thc nitre assur-

ance of the Departnient that in future

changes would be announced a sufficiently

long tErne abead.
But newunterest bas been arouscd by the

statement in the Legisiature by the Minsister.
in replying ta a question froms Mr. Grahami,

of Brockville. that it was the intention cf
tbe Governmcnt te consider hew far tbey

could supply text bocks frie te the school
children cf tht Province te a niodified degrec

at least.

New, this startling departure in palicy, if

caritd out. wculd be of far-reaching import-
ance to tht trade. Already the schocl
boards in certain places have been taking

tht bock business eut cf the bands cf tht
.. regular traite. and giving tht bocks to the

children fret. Fera P'rovince te do it on a
large scale would be littie short of a revalu-

tien. W'e cansider the policy cutlined ta
be objectionable and unbusinessli1ct in tht
lest degret. WVe do not believe that the

Ontario Governmcnt will carry it out, when
once they fully consider it. Tht Minister s
statement is more like a 11 feler " thrown
out to test opinion, and our advice te the
trade is te pretest strongly agaunst any

further secialistic: invasion cf tht book tradte
by municipal or Provincial autharities.

TuE BOOKScLLzîî AND SrATIOgNF iS
infcirncd that tht Gcvernment have net yet

striausly considered the question. or what
part the wholesale or retail dealers would
play in any suggested systeni of fret bocks.
In fact, wc do not believe the thing would
wcrk at ail. In every State ai tht Ameni-

can Union. except California, tht fret book
idea has preved a failure. and in California
they are very tired cf it. It would not be
in the interest cf this Province to adopt it,
and certainly it weuld not be ini tht inttrest
cf the t;ade. Because, ne matter bow littît
profit there niay be in tbis branch cf aur
business, it is a very proper part ai a
bookseller's dealings and its abolition wauld
still furtber limit bis sphere of profit.

A few letters received from vigercus and
intelligent dealers will serve ta show how
opinion in the trade is tending. Sanie cf
these letters are private. and the writers

OpIIMuîoI, orrnrely state their views, not
BOONSEILLERS. for publication, but as an

evidence af their interest hii tht present dis-
cussion. A Hamiilton correspondent writes:
-Sa far as Hanstîtan is concerned. 1 do
net think that tht schcol bock trade is a
very large factor in tht suri total cf tht
business cf aur booksellers, as tht schacls
are well supplitd by the board of educatian.

and, autside of tht trrm that happens te get
tht cantract, very tittte is donc by local
dealers. Person-ally 1 amn net in favor ai
tht Govtrnnitnt supplying direct."

Says another valued correspondent in

Ontario in the course of a letter: - Every

dealer can tell you that the holidays in the
schools inake a very considerable différence
in the arnount of business donc by theni.
The daily sales of tire average dealer in the
bookse]Jing business are much smaller thaïs
in niany other lines ai trade, and cvery
dollar's warth of business lost is ail the
more felt by bim, and tht expenses are just
the saine. scbool bcooks or no school books.
In the niajority of book and stationery
mtorts aiter New Years. during the slack
season cf the Winter months, and again in
September and October. wcre it flot for the
schacl tradte the amaunt of business donc
wculd bevery rnuch less than it is. If the
Gaverninent carry out the idea or free text
books for ail public and separate schocl
pupils, they are gcing ta give another bard
blow te a very large number cf business mcen
and wcmen thraughcut the Province, who are
being for many reasans bard enough
pressed. For 1 do flot think that there is
another linte ai business that is being se
badly cut inta as tht book and statienery
and fancy gocds business. And free school
books would be an injury te tbe dealers
witheut being a ccrrespcnding amount af
benefit te, the people generally. The Gev.
ernient could please tht people just &bout
as well if tbey were te inake fewcr changes
in thc school bocks. bath for tht public and
high schccls. Let themn authcrire the best
bocks that they can get for the schocls ail
tbrough. anh then allow them te run as they
used te de yets age. 1 know that when 1
stated in butiness the same bocks wouid
do for one child alter another of a farnily as
they went thraugh school, but cf late years
a pupil will have te make twe or threc
changes belote hie gets througb. and 1 knou


