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extended far and wvide. The Spaniards
also sent out their fleets, armies and
expeditions from time to time in the hope
of gaining some new land. While Colum-
bus was making his globes biis attention
-was often drawn to the immense empty
sp(ace in the middle of the Atlantic.
Ris calculations founded on Ptolenîy and
the Arabian geogrîaphers led hlm to
suppose that the earth wvas ai globe wbich
it wis possible to sail around.

The Portuguese were making incessant
attempts to connect Asia with Europe by
sea, Columbus thinking he could accorn-
plish this by sailing westw-ard across the
Atlantic, applied to the Portuguese King,
explained nis plans and asked for means
to carry them. out. The Ring listened
to hlm with interest, appointed a council
to examine bis plans. This council
blinded by popular prejudice declared
bis plans fanatica!.

Despairing of receiving heip at the
Portuguese Court he turned his steps to-
w ards Spain. After many disappoint-
ments hie at last received a. hearing at
the Spanish Court, Ferdinand and Isabella
listened attentively to him, a council
of the wisest men in the land wiere appoin-
ted to examine iîn. These examiners
looked upon him as an acîventurer, they
ridiculed him and declared hiis plans were,
merely visionary. Af ter Iiingering
around the Spanish Court for several
years, Columbus wvas etgin admitted (in
149-9) to the King. This time the King'
promised him help as soon as bis war
with the Moors wvas over. Disappointed
so often in his hopes of receiving help at
the Spanishi Court, Columbus set out for'
France. But Queen Isabella who lad
belleved in bis plans almiost fromn the
first, finding lie wzis gone, pleaded that
lie miglit be recalled offering, to pledge
her jewels if need be to furnish ineans
for the voyage.

After having surmounted innuinerable
obstacles, Columbus set sail fromi thc

littie port of Palos, w~ithl three vessels on
August 3rd, 1492, to satil across the
unknown deep. The friends of thc
seamien bade them good-bye scarcely
hoping ever to seu them alive again.
One of bis vessels baving been disabled
lie wvas, forced to stop, muueh a-,gainst blis
wvi1l at the Canaries to havec it repaired.

SailingD foi' sever-al wveary weeks with-
out sighiting land, bis mnen grew muttinous.
They declared they would retur'n to
Europe "' Aumnbus tried to restrain ýhem
promising that ini thî'ee days if land -was
not visible lie w%-ould yield to their w'ishes
amd return to Europe. Reluctantlyte
obeyed hlm.

In the meantime signs of land became
more evident, some rushes recently toî'n
Up wei'C seen neýar the vessel. a plank
evidently hewn by an axe, a branch of
hawthorn in blossom were seen floating
past on the waters. On October l2th,
149.9 their eyes first saw the New World,
Columnbus landed in state, took possession
of the New World in the name, ()f bis
Redeemer and of Ferdinaînd and Isabella.
le supposed lie hicd landed on an out-
post of India and gave the people the
naine of' Indians.

Afteî'exploring among the islands lie
set sail for 8pain in January, 149.3, ïand
lifter a storniy voyage landed at Palos
about thc middle of ïMarcli. Pressing
forvard to Barcelona, wceteRn
anîd Queen were staying, hie wvas royally
received by thein and shown unpreceden-
ted marks of fàvor, honoî's and tities
were bestowed upon hini. But soin(--
were jealous of the favors he received.
At the court one day a guest sneeringly
asked liimn whether lie thouglit nio one
else would hiave discovered the Necw
Hemnispherce if le hiad not been born.
Columbus dici not answei' the question
directly, but took an egg between bis
fingem's and addressinig the wbole comipany
present asked themn if they could make
it stand uprigflit; none could manage
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