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scrotum is close fitting and less lax tlian in Caucasians.
An intelligent txnder-standing of flic condition and of its

treatnient is aided by a correct kniowledgre of the regional
anatomy of the spermatic cord and of the scrotum.

In idiopathic varicocele the patients frequently conîplain
of a sense of weighit and of dragging pain in tescrotum and
groin, relieved on lying down and increased by sevcre bodily
strin.d One must not forget that an entire absence of sub-
jective symptomns is not uncommon and that there are varico-
celes of large size wvhich produce no subjective Syfuptoins

wvhatever, no pain, no sexual debility, no wasting of the test-
icle. In idiopatlîic varicocele, thre veins collapse when the
patients assume Élie horizontal posture. Ini ail types of vani-
cocele, actual or imaginary, the mnorbid tendencies* are fre-
qu ently aggravated by qua.ck advertisenien ts, coi-n nercjal
medical literature and artful suggestions of the charlatans.4

The symptomatic type of van,,icocele is almost invariably
painless. One of its cliaracteristics is tlîat tlie veiris reinain
distended whien the patient assumes the reclining posture.

The secondary or symptomnatic type of varicocele miay be
caused:

i. By neoplasms of the kidney. In 16 cases of renal
tumors, six had determined a symrýptoi-atic varicocele. 8 Rec-
lus'9 patient, an eldenly mani, who presented a righit-sided
varicocele consecutive to a renal cancer.

:2. By occlusion of the lef! reîîal or of eithier spermatic
vein by a neoplastic growth. In I-ochienegg's cases the symp-
tomnatic varicocele wvas due to the invasion and obstruction
of the left renal vein by the renal growtli.

3. By conmpression of the sperniaic vein exerted by can-
cerous lympliatic glands or bir renal tuniors, by enlarged
retroperitoneal glands. Delbet's patientIo was 57 years oi
age and complained of a v. ,ell-marked but painless riglit-sided
varicocele, whl iaca d eveloped witlîout appatrent appreciable
cause and lîad increascd progfressivcly in size. The autopsy
showed. tlîat a cancerous juxta-pancreatic Iymphiatic, gland


