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certain given systems, and possess no influence over the
whole of the phenomena which are to be overcome ;
certainly, they have special indications, but they are in-
sufficient, because their field of action is but a limited one.

Amongst these indications, the comparative effects of
which we shall examine later on, some are destined to
improve and to strengthen the soil; others, on the contrary,
are specific agents ; they give rise to the diapedesis of the
white globules, thus multiplying the means of defence
with which the organism is provided in its'struggle against
the bacilli.

A thoroughly rational treatment should take both
factors into account ; that is to say, the medication em-
ployed should act in two ways, both as a dynamogenetic
agent and as a specific.  One is generally inclined to look
upon each new method of treating tuberculosis as one that
will immediately effect a vadical cure of this terrible dis-
ease, without taking into account either the infectious
agent and its toxine, or the soil on which these latter react.

We must oppose this tendency, and attempt a true,
careful and impartial appreciation of the new medications,

Let us, for instance, take the case of an anemic
patient . the Koch bacillus has invaded his organism, but
still remains latent ; if we leave this patient to himself his
anemia will increase, his digestive activity will diminish,
Lis strength dwindle -away, and assimilation will Le re-
duced to a minimum ; there will be, as has truthfully bee
said, a failure of the whole organism. :

What must be done to meet such a case ?

Firstly, the organism must be strengthened, nutrition
favoured ; it is here that a use is found for medications
tending to produce these effects, such as arsenic in its more
easily assimilable forms (cacodylates), tannin, iodine, cod
liver oil, salt lotions, alcohol frictions, sea-baths, a hygienic
treatmnent.

By these means the bacilli will be kept under, their
action neutralized, and as long as an equilibrium is main-
tained between the means of defence and.the attack the
patient will live.

But a fatal time will come when the bacilli will gain
the upper hand, and this under the influence of varied
causes, to which an organism already infected will have to
pay a large tribute, such as physiological troubles, grief,
repeated bronchitis, infiuenza, measles, scarlatina, and.
especially in the case of young subjects, intense physical
and intellectual strain—too much bicycling, too much fast
living, an excess of emulation and rivalry in examinations
and competitions.



