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directly, requiring that physicians shall keep a list of ail
deaths occurring in their practice, and shall forward this list
at stated timaes to the registrar. This mnethod has iivariably
proved to be a failure, as has also the similar attempt to
require of clergymen that they shal furnish lists of the
mlarriages which they have solemnized. It is utterly im-
possible to enforce such laws inde penalties, and not fifty
per cent. of either clergymen or physicians vill carry out
their requiremnients under ordiinary circumstances.

Where burial permits are requirel, a physician may be
imado responsible for a certificate as to those natters only
with regard to which his special professionial knowledge is
nlecessary-such as the cause of dcatlh, duîrationî of sicknes,
etc. ; or lie nmay e relquired also to certify as to the age,
birthplace, parenà tage, occupation, etc. The grent mnajority
of physicianîs acccpt without hesitation the data furnished
on these points by sorme nember <4' the finily. or whatever
a rs set down iii the forin of certificate brought to them
by the îudsrtaker for signature. But thero are always
physicians who question the propricty of the law and object
to ceriitiying to that of which they cau have no pIrsonali
knledgCl< while somlle few may possibly decline.

The requiremlents of a registration lau impose upon
medical muen who sign certificates as to causes of death a very
conisiderable responsibility-mucl more conisiderable, iii fact,
thain mnany of them probably realize. The physician is to
consider whîether bis knowleclge of the case is sufficient to
enable Ii to determine whvether or nlot the death was duc
to wh;it are callel natural causes, whether there is reasont to
suspect thtat violence, poisonîing, criminal neglect, etc., unay
have bcen more or less factors in the reult, and wlether anîy
certificate as to the niature of the cause is justifiable. The
pressure u1po the med ical man to certify to llore, or Somle-
times less, than lie knows, is occasionally very strong, but
the onîly course in doubtful cases is to indicate clearly vlat
one knows, as distinguished from whbat he merely believes
on the faith of statemnents made by others. Il ordinîary
matters of daily routine occurrence, inl which there is no1
apparent miiotive for falsification, w'e constantly do, and iiiust,
accept the stateînents of othiers ; the physicianî acts as the
primuary judge of the evidence submîitted by relations aind
friends as to the tiimie of death, the age and race of the
decedent, the duration of the disease, etc , and is justified in
certifyinîg to his belief in the evidence, very mucli as h is
justified in certifying to the date of his own birth.

There is no good reason why reports of births shîould be
required from iedical mie. But, as regards reports of
deaths, it is to the interest of properly qualified members of
the imiedical profession that such certificates should be
demanded from themîî. Whenever and wherever certificates
as to the cause of death are required frin physicians, there
miîust also be established sone system of determining who are
physicians withinî the intent of the law.

At first it nay be necessary to accept certificates froi
any one and every one who chooses to call hinm or herself a
physician ; but the character of some of, the documîîents of
this kind which will coeîic in will very soon indicate the
necessity for soie discrimination. Thus it is that the certi-
fication Of the causes of death by physicians is the essential
fouidation, and it is the only essential toundation, of legisla-
tion with regard to the qualifications which the state las a
right to demand froni practitioners of medicine.

The registration of marriages, births, and deaths is im-
portant to the individual, because it gives hiîm increased
security lu his rights to property and to lite by enabling hîjimi
to furnish proof of parentage and legitimacy, by inîcreasing

the chance of detection of fraudulent claimants to property
of which he is the true heir, and by discouraging crininal
attenpts to shorten his life owing to the fact tiat evidence
must be furnished that death wasdue to natural causes, or a
speciallegal investigation of the circurstances will be made.
Of the importance to the community as a means of protection
of health and life, and to scientific men and physicians as a
means of investigation of some of their problems I need give
no proof to this audience.

We can hardly be said to have -a complete system of
registration of births in any State or city in the country.
Probably the city of Providence, R. I., has the iost
complote records of this kind of any of our cities. As
regards the registration of deaths, Massachusetts, iNew Jersey,
the greater part of Connecticut and New York, a large part
of Alabama and Minnesota, and nost of our large cities, have
now a fairly satisfactory systeîn and complete record. For
the rest of the United States, there is either no systerm of
registration, or, if any exists, it is a very imperfect and
inconplete one, the results of which cannot be delended
upon, and which cannot be compared with the results
obtained in the localities above referred to as having a coin-
plete systeni ; and the only means which ve have of
estinating the mortality of these localities is by the reports
of deaths for the preceding year collected by the census
enumerators.

It is for this reason that the decennial United States
Census is a matter of such great importance to scientific
nedicine and to practical sanitation-of inuch greater import-
ance, in fact, than most physicians and health officials seem
to fully appreciate. It is true that the death records thus
obtained in the large areas of the country in which there
is no registration are incomplete and, as regards causes of
death especially, inaccurate ; but they are the best we have
they are becoming better at each census, and the death
records in the registration areas serve to measure their
reliability, and to indicate to some extent useful corrections.

As the value of statistics of death depends very largely
upon the possibility of comparing then with corresponding
statistics of the living population furnishing those deaths, it
is evident that the modes and times of obtaining and of
publishing the results of the census are matters of great
imnportauce to nedical and saiitary statisticians. This is
especially true as to the frequency with which a census is
taken, the units of area made use.of in its published tables,
and the coumbinations of age, sex, race, and occupation data
given in connection with such units of area.

(To be continued.)

RETENTION OF URINE FROM ENLARGED PROSTATE

This condition of advanced life is met vithî very ofte i
both in city and country practice, ·and is generally easy of
diagunosis, yet every consulting surgeon has seen cases where
the exact condition wss not made out. There are many
causes uf retention, but hypertrophy of the prostate gland is
by far the most commuon. At the recent meeting of the
British . Medical Association held at Leeds, Dr. McGill
opened the discussion on the subject, which was reported in
full in the ." British Medical Journal." He laid down
several propositions

1. Prostatic enlargements which give rise to urinary
symptomns are intravesical and not rectal. The severity of the
symptomns bears no relation to the apparent size of the
enlarged gland as felt through the rectum. Nearly every
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