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As far as my informotion enables me to copjeetnrs an opinjox, Le-
ryngismus Stridulus is & much more cummon disease in Canoda thaw
Great Britain, and its frequency in this eountry,asa complaint among
children, seems to be much greater in summer than at any other seazon
-of the year. It issaid, also,to be more prevalent in warmer climates
than our own. It would be difficult to explain these twe latter assep-
‘tione, except upon the supposition that this disease is primarily and ey~
sentially of a servgus character. Assuming this to be correct, it can be
readily understood how the nervous system, raturally so mobile in the
infant and child, should become enfeebled and irritated by excessive
heat, and thus predispose more favorably to the action of some general
exciting influence which may cause the disease. There are many di-
yect sources of nervous irritation which produce symptoms very anale-
gous to those which characterize Laryngismus Stridulus, Indeed, so
undoubted arc those causes, and so evident the symptozas of laryngeal
irritations, that many standard authorities in medicine have been leg to
view the disease we are considering, us altogether a secondary com-
plamt and ene ulways symptomatic of some othe: affection, previonsly
existing swithin the system, whether situated in 2 remete pari of the
body or iu the vicinity of the lurynx. Such causes,as have been de-
seribed, mayv be enumerated as fellows:—Meehauical irritation of the
larynx either by a neighbouring tumour or hy the impaction of a foreign
body in the pharynx-—irritation of teething--derangemcat of {lie stomach
—hysterta—mentai emotions and determination of bleod io the head.
It is convenient also, in such cases, to explaia the connexion hetween
the supposed canse and effect upua the mcdern doctrine of nervous re-
flex netion. But, while fully ncknowledging the secondary natnre of



