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ergan we can only evolve those eleinents which have a specific and elective
affinity for its action ; and where this affinity prevails, I repeat itt the elements
thetmselves wvork their owtn discharge with ut least suflicient rapidity. Obviously
then, if the sciene of miedicine is to find the means of affecting the course of
humoral disorders, we must look further into the operation of drugs tian the
iuperficial evidence of their variotus local affintities. Our only knownî power of
jlaatlung tie sptecifie ttaterials of any exeretiont lies mnuci deeper in the subject.
It les in -uct means as we poss for acctlerating and retarding the %vaste of
tissues :ud blood, or tait mttetatmtorptosis of their material with soon1er or later
furuseltt thi teltes t 'discharge. At the head if thee ieans stands bodily
e ere-e, tith its attend .nt increa- tif oxygetisation, as the natural and by far
the mnost itliient stniiius of the orgm lis of exeretion. As to the question,
wletltr titere are any drtgs whic-t ettrol this procc se, cithir tu increase or
dmaii :iere exactil i s tiat our igorance disidal s itsCf, and that we
find oiar itability to cope witi tite difftult probleis of humoral patliology.

Itr-tttt probabie that mer pr.utntes these ctanges in their normal
direcî~t iliecquerel found tiat, by increasing its use, lie could likenise increase
thie true urmarv excretion-that of urea.

Thtre arc reasons for beliving that maercur3 occasions in the bood that
ai4ohtnon of certain ttmaterirIs whi is prelimintary to thir excretion ; for first
of ail just as with1 a itrue humttor.aliaw) there is a pei iod of general uveasiness
and ft,rtiht ; this precsently gC's w-ty to a seectd stage of its iiltenue, in which
a variety of exeretiry acts occur with uttu'uail aetivity ; while any effutsed
iniitttmator. products tend to re-entter the U-o d, ati tbieir librin undergoes
disinttgration. It is not easy to say, whetier tlese phcnotea are in the normal
direeton oif chemical chatg, and wietier they defft ail the retrogressive
demientts of the blood : but in one respec' the cxcretions thus eolved obviously
differ fromi the imotre kcisur-iv productions at the saine surfaces-tiey are more
f<etid, and therefore protly les oxidized. Likt ise, as nith ail excited
excretiontts, thev are apt to becutie inflatniatorN ; in mCrurial ptt alitm the saliva
tisabundanttk albutminous.

Attinony seetmts lkewise, and in the sane manner, to accelerate the
destructive metamoorphoses of the blood:- and in indeed (sitîee the recent
researehes of Dr. Mayerh fer) w- know more abOt it than abuut other drugs of
the samc class. Without tutes iall> ailt ring the propor tion of coloured
crptutels in the blood it produces a tmarkeid dimnîution int its other solid
igredients, and reduces the fibrt to about a third tif its usual quantitN. Co-
iaidentyithî this change occur the various ktattn acts of itcreascl excretion;
and in the utine (whict has been especiy cxattiitied) the n6bte products of the
economîy are found in excess-eepecially the urea, of whichi titre is discharged
ifi as uitei again as in normal.

What other drtgs îmay act in this nianner I am unable with certainty to
iforim %ou; but wien you find aty whicih, lke these, tetnd to affect several
Cretînî sitmultanteouy, you nay iave reasou to suspect that such is their
uidus opt randi.

SucI drugs, then, as mercury and antiton3 , wlhen introduced into the
circilatitn, repr.esentt exactly the phenomena of true humoral diseases; they
sffeCt or hasten a d-finite mietanrrpiosis itt bite blood, utider the iniflueice of
%!1ch the naterials for exeretion bccone sensibly increased ; they do not

tinulate lte organs ont which they act by imeans of an'y specilie aflinity between


