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organ we can only evolve those elements which have a specific and elective
affinity for its action ; and where this affinity prevails, I repeat thut the elements
themselves work their own discharge with at least sufficient rapidity.  Obviously
then, if the science of medicine is to find the means of affecting the course of
humoral disarders, we must Jook further into the operation of drugs than the
superfictal evidence of their various local affinities.  Our only known power of
quakifs g the specific materials of any exeretion lies much deeper in the subject.
It hes in such weans as we possess tar aceelerating aud retarding the waste of
tissues @nd blood, or that metamarphosis of their matesial which svoner or later
furmshes the elemenys o “discharpe. At the head of these means stands bodily
« wreiee, with its attend .ot fncrease of oxygenisation, as the natural and by far
the most ctiicient stimulug of the orunus of exeretion.  As to the question,
whether there are anv drugs which control this proccss, either to increase or
Jiminisd s here exactly it is that our ignerance displays itselfy, and that we
find oar wability to cope with the difficult problems of humoral pathology.

It seems probable that wafer promates these changes in their normal
direction: Beequerel found that, by increasing its use, he could likenise iucrease
the true urinary exerction—that of orea.

There are rewsons for believing that mereury oceasions in the blood that
sisolution of certain materizls whicl is preliminary to their excretion; for first
of all ¢ yust as with & true humoral disease) there is a perivd of general uveasiness
and febrthty 5 this presently gives way to a seeend stage of its influcnge, in which
a variety of exeretory acts occur with unusual activity ; while any effused
inflammatory products tend to re-cnter the blood, and their fibrin undergoes
disintezration. It is not easy to say, whether these phenomeua are in the normat
direction of chemical change, and whether they offiet all the retrogressive
dements of the blood ; but in one respect the cxcretions thus evolved obviously
differ from the more leisurely productions at the same surfaces—they are more
fotid, und therefore probubly less ovidized.  Likcwise, as with all escited
excretions, they are apt to becvme inflammatory 3 in mereurial ptyalism the saliva
i gbundautly albuminous.

Antimony seems likewise, and in the same manner, to accelerate the
destructive metamorphoses of the blood: and in indeed (since the recent
researches of Dr. Mayerhafer) we know mote ahsut it than about other drugs of
the same class.  Without materially altering the propmtion of coloured
corpuscles in the blood it produces a marked dimiuution in its other solid
ingredients, and reduces the fibriu to about a third of its usual quantity.  Co-
ncidently with this change acenr the various kuowu acts of increascd escretion
and in the vrine (which has been cspecially cxamined) the waste products of the
cconomy are found in excess—especially the urea, of which there is discharged
balf as much again as in vormal.

What other drugs may act in this manner I am unable with certainty to
wform yous; but when you find any which, Iike these, tend to affect several
xerehuns simultancously, you may have reasun to suspect that such is their
rdns ap rands.

) Such drugs, then, as mercury and antimony, when introduced into the
dreelation, represent exaetly the phenomena of true humoral discases; they
¢flect or hasten a definite metamorphosis iu the blood, under the influence of
"-f"t‘h the wmaterials for cxcretion become sensibly increased; they do mot
finvlate the organs on which they act by means of any specitic affinity between



