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cqomplete theory of human emnotions,, connecting itself naturally anci
easily with the theory of the intellectual powers, toý which L have
given ini my adhesion, and of which, on a previous occasion,, I sketched
the evidence. The subject -would admit both of detaîled analyses of
the varions emotions which have been treated as simple indepeudent
mental states,.and of copious illustrations of the effecte of the views
1 have proposedi but if' thus treated it would require a volume. On
an occasion like the present it may àuffice ýto indicate the effect or
tendency of the views proposed, so, as, fairly to, submit themn to, the
judgment of inquirers. It will be seen that. 1 rely first on the prin-
ciple that ail sound philosophy of the human mimd has its foundation
in a proper attention to the connection of the mind with the physical
frame. This is a subject necessarily involving muchi mystery ; yet it
is well ascertained that ail mental changes belong to the nervous
system, and are dependent upon nervous action. The fact that states
uimultaneously existing, whether as sensations or as ideas and whether
simple or complex, acquire the power of reviving ecd other whcn one
of them la brought up ag-,ain, is certainly cstabiished. by experience.
The explanation that this fact depends on what we cail sympathy in
the nervous maLter being a property of its nature is, perhaps iL is not
too mucli to say, the only conceivabie one; and assuming this pro.
perty, the power of vivid mental states like pleasures and pains to
extend theirinfluence beyond the nerves in which they were excited.
to the whole frame is a natural consequence, wlîilst this diffusion of
pleasure and pain exactly corresponds with the best notion we eau
form of emotion as distinguished from. sensation or inteilectuat state.
But I beg iL iay.be observed towhat extent this expianation, if worth
anything, mnust. go. It relates not; to, any singie exuotion of our nature,
but to the whole, in ail their variety. It equally expiains what are
termed affetions-that is, permanent tendencies under certain circum-
stances to the prevaience and influence of certain emotions moderately
excited-and of the strongest passions. It traces them. ail to the
influence, direct or indirect, of pleasure and .pain, tiîus shewing the
great moving principle of the active part ofour nature, and putting
us in the proper traçk for discovering how it eau be best reguated.
IL la commouly believed that m oral sentiments constitute a distinct
class, arising instinctively and indcpendently, )ut, tîxe theory I have
proposed, applies to them equally with the other emotions, and their
analysis is as eaýsy as that of niost others. I iniglit, hence attempt to.


