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§hefoilowieig papers ivere then read;
1. By the 11ev. Prof. YouNa, M.A.:

"On Sir Davidl Brewster's supposed Iaw of visible direction in monocular
vision, and the corresponding law of visible direction in binocular vision."
2. fly Professor WiLSON, LL.D:

" Remarks on a specinien of Indian Corn hiaving the male and female flower
developed on the saule stalk. The spccinien was precnted to, the Institute.

8. By Col. BARON- DE RonTENmnR:

l'Report of the Coninittee appointed to consider a proposition from Lieutenant
Ashe, R.N'., for the establishmient of rn Astronomical Observitory at Quebec.

The Report was adopted, and the following draft of a meniorial was approved
of, and ordered to bc transnîitted to l s Excellency the Governor General, and to
the Legisiative Council, and the Legislative Asscî nbly, the Council being request-
cd to take the requisite steps for sccuring the fltting, presentation tbereof.

i l Mcorial of the caniodian lus! itl lecorpvorated &il Royal 6'liarter,-
UMBLY SHnEWE-Tl,-Tliat Your Mýenîiorialists hîave been informed that application

lias been made to Your Exeellency by Lieutenant Ashe, Royal Navy, for anl
extension of the Astronoiiie.l Observatory :ît Quebee, whereby the samne may bc
rendered more efficient and iuseful.

Your Mfemorialists înost i'espectfully bqg of Your Excelleney to take this
application into consideraition, nnd in support of mie same they desire humbly to
represent to Y9)ur Exâcellency, that Astronoiiiy, while deservedly ranking as the
firat of sciences, both on account of the certainty of its processes, the biillianey of
its results, and the wide fielil it ofrers for inivestigationi, is at the samne tinie tlîat
above ail othersý wlîiel is m4,8t oloselv connected in its practical bearinigr with tic
interests of eiv'ilized life and the progress (if commercial ii-:terýcourse ; that go
fully lias this trutb been rccogîîiied that at the preseot, day there does not, exist
a kingdoin, in E-urope wlîich bias not cstablishced une or more National Observa-
tories, wlule in the United States so stron- iîhi intcrecst lias beenl awakened on
this point that sncb institutions are being fouod cd in aIl parts of the country, of
which. the recenttly opened Observatory at Albany is a splendidl and notable
exaaiple.

Your Mcmori:ilists believe tuit eveii if tie prc-etical benefits tliat would rcstilt
from the establishmnent of such an institution wverc miot directly and inîînediately
felt Canada lias r&ow taken snclb ramk auuong cornnunities tîmat it would flot
eonsist with hou' dignity to laug behind iii the march of scientifie recarch ; but the
requirements of lier rapidly inrasing commerce reiîder tlîis establishîment alrnost
a nece ' sity.

Your Memorialists need only refer to the important duties whielî would
devoive on the Observatoiy in connection with Navigation, sucli as the determina-
tlon of true time. the regulation o,' Clironomneters, the correction of Ship-eom-
passes ; and here ammo they niight be permitted to recaîl the great services render.
cd by a similar institution at Washington, under thme conduet oi Lieutenant
Maury, by his famous Ciharts and systeni of Navigation which are produeing
effecta, the value of wliich cau luardly be over-rated.

Your Memorialists would also represent th.- Quebece is peculiarly and ."ortu-
nately qualified for the site of au Observatory, both from its stcady climate, the
ecarness of its atmospliere and its local advantages of position ; and also from itii
being cit once an inland town and a seaport.
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