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Ler of scholars sent to school, so that it will
be the interest of the teacher to tako all the
scholars he can get, and no parent or other
person can be obliged to pay any more to
the support of the school except his share of
what the meeting of the people of the Scc-
tion may agree to vaise cither by subscrip-
tion or assessinert,

The intention is to alolish fres or sud-
ascription per scholar,and when a person has
paid his shave of the county tax, to give
his children admission to the school without
any other paymemt, except what he may
cliose to subseribe to nid in raising the
toacher's salary, or what he and his neigl-
rors 'may think proper to assess themeelvus,

‘I'he whole system is contrived for the ful-
lowing purpeses @ (1) to muke it easy to get
up a goot Sehool in cach section; (2) to ads
it every child both to the common and
grammar schools on the easiest possible
terms, and to make it be to the advantage
of indiriduals and districts to keep as many
children at school as possible.  (3) To bring
the wealth of the Province to the aidof those
who hive children to cducate and little
eans to do it.

Some persons have endeavourced to propa-
gate the opinion that the Provincial aid will
be withdrawn, and the couatics taxed to an
exeessively large amount. On the contra-
ry the Provineial aid must be coatinued in
«ider to give any chance of suceess to the
sy:tem, and no county can ke taxed to a
greater ameunt than that of the Provincial
aid it actually receives, which is very much
tess than the sum which a portion of the pa-
vents in the several counties now raise for
the supporpof the schools.

The meand recommended for these pur-
pees are not new and untried. They have
Leen in operation for 200 years in New
England; and jn almost precisely the form
propesed here, are now educating the people
of the great and rapidly advancing I’rovin-
ves of L'ppcr aad Lm\'cr Carada.

Free Schools and Attendance.

Misconceptions appear to prevail nmong
well infirmed persons as to the true conuee-
tivn of Assessment and Free Schools with
scheol attendauce. It is often supposed that
even with Free Schools snpported hy assess-
mant it would be difficult to seenvea full at-
tendance of children, aud Free Schools sup-
perted by assessment are thus cenfounded
with what nay be called panper Free Schcole
and frec scholarships, and with the support
of sehools by 1ate-bill or fee per head,  ¥x.
perience s (ully proved that free scholar
are inegular in attendance and that scheols
~upportel for free instruction, by charitable
centribution or State funds, are poorly at-
tend@l The yesults of Free Schools sup-
pated by assessment on property are the
cery contrarvy. Expevience in New England,
Canada, and such districts in this Proviice
as_lueve assessed themselves, show,that when

all have to pay in proportion to mesus whe-
ther they send pupils or not, and whan after
paying all can send pupils without further
chiarge, tha largest possible attendance is al~
ways sccured; simply Dacause the stimuli
of peentniary Joss on the one hand and clieap
instruction on the other are constautly at
work to ensure it. This should be steadily
kept in view and constantly urged by the
fricuds of Free Schools,ns it is the principal
fact on which the utility of the system rests.

Thoughts for Teachers.

It is now the middle of the winter half
yoor of the schools. Tho older children ure
at school. Many of them perhaps may not
enjoy another winter’s scheoling,  Since the
commencement of the halt ycar the teacher
and his pupils have had time to know and
understaud each other, It is a good time to
thizk of the work and its probable results.

What progress has been made. Wedo not
mean how much book has been got through,
but how much has been learned since the
beginning of the half-year? Is it such as
to warrant a hope that the pupils will all
have made large advances in the spring? I
not now is a good time to enquire what bet-
ter mweans can be employed. I8 the progress
in one departroent good, in another inditier-
ent? Think of the means by which this
weak point may be strengthened.  Aresome
scholars far behind tho rest, and have you
almust ceased to try to keep them up?  You
now kuow theiv peeulinr talents and dispo-
gitions better than at the bLeginning of the

term.  Thivk of what they most nced, and
make an trial with them,
Is all T work of the school thoroughly

urdorstood, or ave there reasons to suspect
that some individuals or classes are blunder-
ing on through grammar, arithmetic, or ge-
ography, without knowing much of what it
me:ns? I the latter, the evil should lLe
remedicd at once, if you would net stupity
rather than inscract. Let vigorous cfforts
be made to itercst and cxcite healthy men-
tal activity, and make sure that everything
taught is within the reach of the faculties of
the learner, and that these ficultics are be-
ing stretehied out to attain it.

Perhaps some of the scholars have entered
the school with habits of incorrect pronun-
ciation, or of using ungrammatical or vulgar
language, or with idle, mischievous, or jn.
moral habits ; and perhaps instead of being
cured of these they have succceded in teach-
ing “ou to become necustomed to them, so
that .ow you do not observe them at all, or
arc content to pass them over unnoticed.  If
anything of this kind exists in the school,
remunber that while uncorrected it is a cor-
rupting influence, and make another cffort
to counteract it. Perhaps now that yeu have
more influence over the mind of the pupil,
yiumay Le more successful than formerly.

Meny similar subjecis of reflection uay

occur to teacuers, Dy thinking and acting
on them, much way be done to make the
schiools of this winter so useful that tho
schelars may in after life lewk back on them
a8 the most ugeful time shey hinve cver spont.

Slate Lessons.

In the examination of My, Jack’s depart-
ment in Picton Academy, & short time since,
we observed a Jesson in geography of o char~
acter niew to us. "The pupils were called out
with their slates, nawes of places were given
out and they were requested to writo un ae-
count of cach, aud afterwards to point it
out on the Map. This must be an agreeable
and interesting mode of teaching Geography,
and excellent for o review of subjects pre-
viously studied. The use of the slate for
class lessons is hecoming much more genera-
than formerly, and hus the advantage of en-
abling much work to be done inn short
time, aud of testing the progress of the
seheliry in spelling, writing, cemposition,
and rapility and aceuracy of theught.—
Like all vther good methods however, it may
be carricd too far, and it is Jiable to the dis-
advantages that pupils of good 1mcinories
may copy from books whiclh they scarely un-
dertand, and that habits'of caveless writing
may be acquired.  Where such results ave
olserved, the practice should Le discontin-
ued for a time, or employed only at inter-
vals, Asap occasionel exercise however in
spelling, grammar, composition and geogra~
phy, practice in classes with the slate, ae.
companied with caveful questioning, can
scarcely be tco strongly recemrrended.

Free School.s in lInsqnodoboit -

The people of this district have long been
in advance of those of most vthers in the
province on the subject of Free Sclicols and
assessment.  The following extract from a
private letter, gives amost encouraging view
of the results of assessment, cven undes the
imperfect fucilities affurded Ly the present
Law:

¢ Two of the Schools have adopted the
priuciple of assessmient, viz: Musquodob-
oit Marbor, and Na. 10, the distriet in
which I reside. ‘They are both likely 10
work well. Inthe former, the averace
atteudance has donbled; and in the latter,
nearly trebled.  What it weuld be I ean-
not say if the house was large enough,
but the school is full and muny v have Leen
refused admittance. The district pays the
teacher £30 a year,and assesscs for L£56;
the present average is 60,7

Forms of Petmon.

Teachers who have received these forns
will understand ihat they are undes 1o ob,
ligation to circulute them, uuless they con-
sider it expedient to doso. ‘They are
hawever requested to hand than to their
trustees, or other persors likely to tuke
an interest in the mater.  In caseswhere
signatures cannot Le ebtained, itis cuwt



